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DOES WAYNE MORSE PUT 
PRINCIPLE ABOVE POLITICS?

Read the Opinion of Ex-Governor Chas. A. Sprague
R eprinted  from  his colum n “ It Seem s T o M e” in O regon S ta tesm a n , Sept. 26-27, 1956

S enato r W ayne L. Morse i a 
cand ida te  fo r a th ird  term  as sen- 
to r  from  Oregon th is tim e on 
the D em ocratic ’ticket. He de­
m ands th a t the con tes t betw e n 
him and D ouglas M cK ay Ue 
fought ou t "on the issues.’’ Very 
well; but rem em ber th a t Morse 
him self is the  m ajo r issue

M orse Is the Issue
Morse m akes him self the is-ue.

He personalizes w hatever sub ject 
he Is discus-ing. His speeches a r  • 
chiefly in p ra ise  or defense of his 
own conduct in office, his own 
votes hi* own opinions.

Morse m akes him self an issue 
because one of his o u ts tand ing  
ch a rac te ris tic s  is his egotism . I 
am  not ascrib ing  to  him vanity , 
but egotism , defined as "the p rac ­
tice of re fe rrin g  overm uch to 
o n e’s »»«Iff’ Morse is definitely  
egocentric , s triv in g  to m ake the 
world revolve around  him self and 
his ideas.

Now th is t r a i t  of ch a rac te r 
m ight be passed over as a fau lt, 
an evidence of the fra ilities to 
which all hum ankind is heir. But 
in M orse it has developed into a 
dangerous form  of se lf-righ teous­
ness. He is alw ays right, w hoever 
is opposing him a t  the  m om ent 
us dead wrong. And he th row s a 
b lanke t of m oral sanction over 
ids actions which confounds the 
public and which I think resu lts  
in his deceiving him elf. Vet •"* 
has reversed  ti’niM-lf so often, a l­
tered  his own course, joined 
w hat he rejected , spurned what 
»line lie endorsed, th a t his own 
a d  ions belie e ith er the  purity  of 
liis m otives or the  value of Ids  
judgem ent.

M oral A rrogance
A nother effec t of th is m oral 

arrogance  is th a t it has led Morse 
in to  in tem pera te  u tte rance  He is 
ex trem e in denunciation In 1946 
he branded P res iden t T rum an as 
"ham  acto r."  Yet in 1952 he 
praised  H arry  T rum an  in a per- 
aonal te leg ram : "Y our record is 
indelible one in the h is to ry  of 
our country , while th a t of your 
» te trad o rs  will soon fade aw ay." 
In F ebruary . 1952. when he said 
he w as “s trong  for E isenhow er,” 
he w rote: "I know him to  be i 
very in telligen t m an w ith com ­
p lete  in tellectual honesty  and a 
m arked  im p artia lity  ’’ The Con­
gressional Record fo r M arch 20,
1952 quotes Morse referring  to  
P res iden t E isenhow er as ’.a man 
who in m y judgm ent is com pletely 
lacking in political m orality  "

We m u n  allow a man the p riv i­
lege of revising  his appra isa l of 
men an»l of issues; but when he 
indulges in such tad iea l u t te r ­
ances and ex trem e reversals of 
opinion anil does it so often we 
a re  ju stified  in challenging e ither 
his m otive o r the soundness of 
his judgm ent.

Burned Out U sefu ln ess
In a ttem p tin g  to analyze 

M orse’s chum  to  reelectlon and 
en tering  my opposition I am not 
doing so out Of personal an tag o ­
nism  I have no personal quarrel 
w ith him I recognize he is a m an 
of superio r in tellectual endow ­
m ents. bu t reg re t th a t he has. 
in th e  opinion of many who w ere 
his friends p re tty  well tm m e d  
out hl«» usefulness and effective­
ness save as a persisten t harran - 
g u e r  to a nearly em pty Senate 
chnnd»er W ith m any of the posi­
tion« he has taken  in his near 
12 years of service I h iv e  been 
in ag reem en t w ith o thers strongly  
opposed Morse deserted the Re­
publican  P a r ty  under whose b an ­
ner he had won his office in 1944 
and 1950 to  become firs t an In- 
dependen t and next a I 'em o . r a ’ 
He did not merely move across 
the political hi 1« he wound up 
on th e  lienurccat». not »ery wel­
com e t»» thieo* of the  older Ik in -  
o e ra tic  trad itio n . That ’ '
w as his p» vilege M« -e ju r f »••» 
hts move on the  ground of p i. i- 
ple and "conscience

“ No. 1 H yp ocrite”
C erta in  it is th a t  W ayne 

M orse’s conscience is both well 
w orked and abundan tly  adver­
tised. O thers who know Moi -e 
well have a  d iffe ren t view, how­
ever. F or exam ple W. M. Tug- 
man, ed ito r of the P o rt U m pqua 
C ourier and long-tim e ed ito r of 
th e  E ugene R eg ister-G uard  calls 
Mor e " th e  N um ber One hypo­
crite  in Oregon ’’ It is therefore  
tim ely to investiga te  Morse' 
claim  to  s tr ic t guidance of con­
science and firm  devotion to prin­
ciple.

Funds A b ove Princip le
Go back to 1944 when Morse 

firs t considered running for the 
U. S. Senate. W hen he re turned  
to Eugene a f te r  resigning from 
th  W ar Labor B oard a g roup of 
local D em ocrats interview ed him 
to  see if he would become the 
cand ida t of th a t party . Morse 
tu red  down th e ir bid. Some years 
la te r  T ugm an learned of the con­
versa tions and published in the 
R egister G uard of M arch 27, 1953, 
th  substance of the repo rt by 
M arvin W arlick  who w as county  
D em ocratic chairm an  a t the tim e;

"I invited M orse to come to 
m y house to  m eet a num ber of 
p rom inent D em ocrats and we 
felt him out on the situation .
He told us th a t  his sym pathies 
w ere la gely w ith  the New 
Deal but th a t he had  alw ays 
been reg istered  as Re. ublican 
and th a t in any case there  w as 
th e  problem  of funds for his 
cam paign . He doubted if we 
could provide adequate  financial 
support, w hereas he was sure 
th e  R epublicans would. L a te r 
we had a telephone conversa­
tion in which he repeated  the 
sam e sen tim en ts.’’

W hen Morse m ade th is re s­
ponse to  the D em ocrats of Lane 
county  w as he ac tu a ted  by con­
science and principle, or w as he 
m oved by expediency—cam paign  
fund expediency?

(b m e  to 1952 when M orse's 
conscience really  underw en t g rea t 
s tra in  He cam e to . Oregon early  
th a t  y ear and Introduced h is col­
league S ena to r D uff of Pennsyl­
vania a t a dinner of the Mutno- 
mah C ounty R epublican Club in 
P ortland . Both w ere boosting 
E isenhow er for the Repulican 
nominee for P residen t. Morse 
continued a s tro n g  Eisenhow er 
booster and denounced Republi­
cans who ch«>se to  file as candi­
d a te  for delegate by petition  so 
they  would not be legally bound 
by the p a rty  preference

P olitica l Ethic» C hanged
A fte r the convention, Morse be­

cam e soured on Republicans, on 
E isenhow er and Nixon A t f irs t 
he sulked in his tent, la te r he 
cam e out lock, stock and larnyx, 
fo r Adlai S teven son the Demo­
c ra tic  candidate . Tills decision 
w as announced as based on "p rin ­
ciple ' and presum ably  on con­
science. P reviously he had de­
clared  th a t for one holding office 
to  bolt his p a rty  vio lated  his con­
ception of political e th ics Som e­
w here along the  line th a t con­
cep t of political ethic« underw ent 
a c h a n g e .

W hy the D esertion?
A fter bolting the  R epublicans 

Morse becam e an independent Al­
most w eekly during  the  sitting  
of the 83rd C ongress he arose to  • 
m ake his weekly "rep o rt"  of the 
Independent P a rty . As la te  a s  
Ju ly . 1954 he denounced as a "lie 
being spread  by my enem ies" th a t 
he would enroll a s  a D em ocrat. 
But a f te r  being w arned by Mon­
roe Sw eet tan,t Democratic n ation ­
al com m itteem an, th a t he would 
get no support from  D em ocrats 
if he rem ained an  Indepdent, 
M orse well in advance of filing 
tim e for the  senato ria l race in 
1956 flew out to  O regon, drove 
to  E ugene and reg is te red  as a 

Democrat,

The question  1 w ant to ia : - “ 
is th is : W hy did he desert the In ­
dependent party  ? W hat had gone 
w rong w ith  it, w ith  its  leader­
ship, w ith its  princip les? W hat 
w rith ing*  of <-»nscl< nee preceded 
his w alking out of the Indepen­
dent P a r ty ?  W hat pu rifica tion  of

D ! ' s
cu rre tl to  m ake a com fortab le  
sp iritu a l hom e? it should be re ­
called th a t  in the 1940s he w as 
a veritab le  Saul of T arsus in f lay ­
ing the New' Deal and the  Demo­
c ra tic  P a rty .

L oyalty  Q uestioned
W as not h ’s conversion to  the 

D em ocratic Party  th e  conversion 
of expediency? As an independent 
he stood to  fall betw een tw o stools 
in Oregon. As a D em ocrat he 
would have a ready-m ade s t a te ­
wide organ iza tion  to  support him. 
M orse had no desire to  become a 
dead lion, s tand ing  by his p rinci­
ples of Independency. He boarded 
the  D em ocratic bus hoping th a t 
it w’ould be a vehicle to  c a rry  him 
th rough  an o th e r election, ju s t as 
he boarded the  GOP bus in 1944 
w'hen he though t the fa t c a t-  of 
R epublicans w'ould finance his 
cam paign  a s  m any of them  did, 
even ra lly ing  to  pay off the def­
ic it caused by his free spending.

Now how’ loyal is Morse to  the 
D em ocratic P a r ty ?  I am  going to 
quote aga in  from  his interview  
w ith  K im m is H endrick:

" I ’m telling  people," Senatoi 
Mo: -e said for his own p a rt de­
term inedly  " th a t I ’m  going to 
rem ain  an  independent th a t 
i t ’s the  only rig h t w ay to  rep re­
sen t them  in W ash ing ton .’’

I l l  other words, let the Demo- 
«Irats protide the vehicle (and 
th«« campaign funds), hut let 
Morse vote as he pleases after 
h«« is elected!

However, it is only fa ir  to quote 
from  an o th e r colum nist, Joe Al- 
sop w ho observed M orse a t the 
C lackam as C ounty D em ocratic 
picnic and reported : W’hen the 
cha irm an  presented  M orse w ith  a 
check fo r his cam paign  fund 
M orse re tu rned  it, te lling  C h a ir­
m an G roener to  “spend it as he 
th inks best, fo r the  benefit of the 
en tire - and  mind you, I say  en ­
tire  D em ocratic tick e t in C lack ­
am as coun ty .” T hat w as when he 
w as w earing  the p a rty  coat.

Mor.-e bases his s tan d  on public 
issues on principle and he seem s 
to  have so m any princip les th a t 
he can call up one to  su p p o .t each 
s tan d  he takes. T hus In 1946 when 
he w as new in th e  S enate  he 
voted to  confirm  the  nom ination  
by Roosevelt of H enry  W allace 
for S ecre ta ry  of com m erce, bas­
ing his s tan d  on th e  princip le th a t  
a  P residen t is en titled  to  nam e 
the  m em bers of his cab ine ts  H»iw- 
ever. w hen P residen t E isenhow er 
nom inated  C harles E. W ilson for 
sec re ta ry  of defense Morse pulled 
out an o th e r "p rincip le” I don’t 
kn»iw ju s t w hat and in obedience 
to  th a t principle he voted aga in s t 
confirm ation .

Now I do no t believe th a t  a  
person should be a slave to  con­
sistency  D ifferent tim es, d iffe­
ren t re la tionsh ips call fo r d iffe ­
ren t judgm ents. But I do object 
to  th is parade of v irtu e  and e x ­
ploitation  of “conscience" a s  a  
cover for all the  g y ra tio n s of the 
Morse career. I c red it Morse w ith 
ac tin g  m any tim es out of genu­
ine concern  for the public in te rest. 
Rut I th ink  also th a t he indulges 
in rational!z* lions un til he su f­
fers from  the illusion th a t h«« 1» 
alw ays righ t and d rap es  hiniM-lf 
w ith the cloak of ••principle" and 
“conscience” as a perfective col­
oration .

C on scien ce  U n reliab le
L et us have done w ith  th is  ex ­

cessive ad v ertisem en t of the 
Morse conscience w hich if it is 
tru ly  his guide is then  rem arkab ly  
unstab le  and unreliable

Pd A iv Curry Co. Republi. an
C en tra l C om m . Ed Ackley, 
c h m n . Brooking», Ore.

First of a series of articles on 
our timber resources written by 
W. E. Ragland, forest ranger

For m any years the F orest S e r­
vice has period ically  exam ined  
th e  forest situa tion  as p a rt of its 
over-all responsib ility  to keep the 
people and the  C ongress inform ed 
as to tim b er supplies and outlook

Investigations for the  s ix th  re ­
po rt w ere s ta rted  in 1952 and 
have now  been com pleted for pre- 
lem inary  release and rev iew . P rl 
va t industry  and  s ta te  agencies co­
opera ted  in the  ga thering  of the 
d a ta  for the  report. T his rep o rt is 
called  the  T im ber R esource Re­
view  or TRR.

TRR has been condensed in to  
21 h igh ligh ts w hich answ er ques­
tions th a t a re  highly  sign ifican t to 
the  n a tu re  of ou r nations long 
te rm  economy.

T rr  answ ers such questions as: 
How m uch tim b er to we

have?
How’ fast a re  we h a rves ting  

ou r tim b er resource?
How’ fast a re  we grow ing 

new  crops of tim ber?

Would You Believe I
Doc S chm idt was runn in g  for 

coroner.
•  * *

A g ir l’s physicial education  
com m ittee w as form ed at the  high 
school w ith P a tty  B raun , Lois 
A nn M iller, N ettie  R aym ond, Lar- 
rie  Robinson to push it and R uth 
H assett con tribu ted  a cot to be
used by the  girls.♦ ♦ *

Joe  G allagher loaned H ow ard 
G ard n er a 45-60 rifle  and  th ree  
shells fo r H ow ard to go d ee r h u n t­
ing w’ith , rem ark in g  he w anted  
tw o shells re tu rn ed . (Y ou guess 
the answ er-one  guess!)♦ * ♦

The Jo e  (C a rl’s b ro th e r)  B er­
gers m ove to M ount Vernon, 
Washington. • ♦ *

Ed O ar got th e  f irs t buck of 
his life cru ising  up th e  sou th  bank 
C hetco road. ♦ ♦ ♦

W hen Louie S parling  bu ilt a 
bo lted-together cabin  back of Han- 
s cam 's som e yea rs  ago folks w’og-

C hristm as O verseas
M ailing G ets U n d erw ay

P ostm aster Bill Thom pson re ­
ports  th a t C hris tm as packages for 
serv icem en overseas should  be 
m ailed betw een  O ctober 15 and 
N ovem ber 15. No assu rance  can 
be given a fte r  th a t d a te  in tim e 
for C hirstm as. Even a i r m a i l  
should be sen t early , Thom pson 
said.

F or an  APO address a irm ailed  
packages a re  lim ited  to 30 inches 
in length  and g irth  com bined, and 
tw o pounds in w eight. S urface 
sh ipm en t packages a re  not to ex ­
ceed 50 pounds in w eight. A heavy 
co rrugated  cardboard , wood or 
m etal con ta iners are  req u es te r for 
sh ipm en t overseas, T h o m p s o n  
said.

No cu rrency  can be shipped 
overseas and som e APO d estin a ­
tions w ill have to have custom  in 
spection.

Brookings Items
C larence Keyes w’ho suffered  

serious in ju ry  in the  woods some 
tim e ago, is still a p a tien t a t Good 
S am aritan  hospital, P o rtland . Ac­
cording to his w ife, he expects to 
be X Rayed again, soon, to see if 
b roken  bones are  k n ittin g  satis 
factorily .

G ary  W im berly has been p lan t­
ing cucum bers and th ey 're  peek 
ing out of the  ground. F igures he 
w ill have a good crop com e the 
holidays— in his big greenhouse  of 
course.

Candidate for Re-EJection to th<‘ office of

County Clerk of Curry County

OLETA A WALKER
Seek«« Re-election oo the record e««tabli<*hed 

a* your pr««sent county cl «rk

Experienced —  Efficient —  Courteous
Pd. Pol Adv.

SEE MENNING
OLDSMOBILE -  GMC TRUCKS

Coquille Auto Co.

How m uch tim b er w ill we 
need in 1975 and y ea r 2000.’
In brief, the essence of th e  find ­

ings of th e  T im ber R esource Re­
view  are  this:

T om orrow  th q  nations need for 
tim b er w ill be s trik ing ly  g rea te r 
th an  it is today o r at any tim e in 
the  past. And we have the po ten­
tia l to m eet th a t need if w e fu lly  
apply our fo restry  know ledge and 
skills p rom ptly .

Som e of the  h igh ligh ts of TRR 
w ill be p resen ted  in successive 
articles. T he econom ic p ic tu re  
pain ted  by TRR is m ore sign ifi­
cant na tionally  o r reg ionally  th an  
locally. H ow ever, to the local 
com m unity , a re  severa l lessons 
th a t should be observed by all 
who w onder or w ho are  concern ­
ed about w hat th e  fu tu re  w ill 
b ring  to th e ir  com m unity . We 
know’ th a t those com m unities who 
a re  doing a b e tte r  jo b  today  of 
p ro tec ting  th e ir  fo rest lands and 
of restock ing  th e ir  cut-overs a re  
going to be in a m ore favorab le  
position econom ically  tom orrow .

It's Ten Years Since:
gled th e ir  heads, b u t’ w hen  Louie 
decided to m ove his chatte ls  up to 
Dale B ravo 's, they  d id n ’t laugh 
w hen  Louie unscrew ed  th e  w ell 
oiled nuts, took his residence’s 
panels asunder, m oved and set 
them  up in th e ir  new  location
some miles away

* • *
A nd Don M errit also w ent h u n t­

ing and got sore feet.
* * *

Som e bad fires fought on the  
beach. ♦ ♦ *

K napp  hospital, C rescent C ity  
taken  over by Del N orte county .

* * *
Everyone not h u n tin g  w as p lan t 

ing lilies.
• * •

H erm an G oering, H itle r’s p lay ­
m ate, su icides before facing w ar 

1 crim inal tr ia l.

iON'T MISS 
ATURDAY!

W HIRE A PENNY MORE 
ROYS TWICE AS MUCH

A rre ll’s Chetco Drug


