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Back Country Exploration
■ • . .1. __i - j  t->.. c.imi.pvril;

This is th e  s to ry  of the tr ip  
Dolly, Ben and Max took th is 
p a s t w eekend. I t 's  w ritten , p rinc i­
pally, to  fill colum ns otherwise- 
ta k e n  by the  jo ttin g s  of K ath ryn . 
E d ith  and Shirley, all of w hon. 
have gone th e ir  various w ays 
sim ultaneously , th ereb y  cu ttin g  
off those  delec tab le  b its  w hich 
usually  fill th is  space.

D. and B. and M. took  off 
suddenly  S a tu rd ay  a fte rnoon  in 
B ’s experienced jeep  s ta tio n  w a­
gon. laden w ith  bedrolls, chuck, 
coffee and  w ate r, headed fo r a  
b it of rough co u n try  th e y ’d often  
m ulled over in th e ir  m inds.

To th e  S m ith  R iver cut-off. 
tion, and  then  fu r th e r  along 197 
thence  to  supper a t  Cave Junc- 
to  w here a sign  on the left says 
som eth ing  ab o u t “T ennessee." In

flushing a spiked buck, c o n fu te d  i By w av of sem i-excuse. the trio  
in the head ligh ts ' g lare: crossing had been prodded and prodee* 
the  beau tifu l new stp.wl Bailey j into m aking th is  tr ip  by one F red  
bridge, spanning the Illinois, t u r n ! G ardner. F red  v,as hankering  
sharp  righ t, down onto the pro- | know if he could hook up w ith  a
tected  sandy bench w here there  
are  fireplaces, and bedding down 
fo r the night, long after dark , 
som ething no experienced cam p- 
ers-out should or would ever do! 
(B y all m eans go into cam p in 
day ligh t!)

W hat a sleep! Up a t crack  of 
daw n ( ju s t a fringe of pink back 
of E igh t D ollar M ountain) coffee, 
b reak fas t (lacking only a  hotcake 
turner»  bindles bundled, (and a l  
the tim e reg re ttin g  the forgo tten  
soap) and off up the  g u l c h ,  
headed in th e  general direction 
of th e  ea s t bank of the extrem e 
upper Chetco.

fh o r te r  and m ore d irect rou te  
from  his mine a t  \  ulcan Peak 
to  G ian ts  P ass and apparen tly  
adm itting  neither he nor his b rush  
stom ping kids nor th e ir  friends 
cared  to  do the exploring. A ny­
how. it d idn’t  tak e  m uch prodding. 

t F ive miles in from  the highw ay 
the quote road unquote fo rks w ith  
the  left hand  going to  Fiddlei 
Gulch, w hich w e’d previously 
looked into ami could ne ith er fin 1 
the fiddler nor any sign of his 
proverbil fem ale dog.

M oralists proclaim  th a t  keeping

used it as a  stopping place be­
tw een the  b u .v  m ark e t tow n of 
K erbyville and T he Mines.

Onion C am p is a  place w here 
th e re ’s a swale in w hich g low s 
luxurien t (and p o te n t» wild g a r ­
lic. a  good sp ring  and a place 
to  build a cook fire. A cabin 
there  has been w recked, probably 
w ith  snow load. Good horse feed, 
too.

Six m iles and se re ra l m ore h a ir ­
pin curves a t  a ro u n d  a mile h igh 
and dizzying canyons fu r th e r, th  - 
half-m il? tra il up to  Canyon P eak  
U. S. F . S. lookout tak e s  off up 
a  ridge. Ben hiked to  the lookout 
and repo rted  th a t  fu nc tionary  I 
n ea r scared  o u t of his dozing 
w its w hen Ben tap p ed  on his door. 
The quote Lookout unquote, had 
neither seen our tra il of d u st no* 
heard  the m otor, and quite obliv i­
ous to  fou r je t planes cavo rting  
a lm ost d irectly  overhead w ith  
miles and m iles of long vaj-oi
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sm oothest life bu t follow ing the 
rock strew n  baldness up which 
the sign. ‘‘Onion Camp. 12 miles, 
d irec ts the trav e lle r would con­
found anyone w ith  a  m odicum  ot 
intelligence. One good th ing  about 
it, absolutely no one w ithou t an 
adaptab le  vehicle for the  com plet? 
journey could nego tia te  fa r  past 
th is  sign. An ap p rop ria te  vehicle 
m otored-in th is  respect confines 
choice to a 4-wheel drive jeep, 
d itto  h igh-slung pickup and m 
e ither ease su ffic ien t load to  
m ain ta in  co n stan t trac tion .

F ’instance. in ten  of these 
there  a ie  th ir ty  eigh t sw itch bck». 
several of which so sharp  th  , 
require back ing  up and ang lm e 
around, on a high percen tag  
grade and each hung on an eye­
lid shelf, safe for the e x p e r ie n c e  
in such travel, but unnerving foi 
the little  folks a ttem p tin g  them  
There are, of course a  few  lessei 
bends a seasoned bu rro  could 
m ake w ithou t blushinjf»

Ju s t before g e ttin g  to  Onion 
cam p a new road tak e s  off _whei? 
a  sign board advises it is th, 
rou te  to  B abyfoot L ake. In  th is 
“B abyfoot" coun try  lies the  fam ed 
R obere E„ and H iggins and 
P eck 's  mine, from  which, in the 
old days, qu ite  N ationally  fab u l­
ous bundles o>f gold w ere taken , 
so regard less  of th is  and th a t , 
one m ay be influenced by the 
a u ra  of th e  past, and Onion Cam p 
w as the rendezvous of those whoPhane 3311
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stu d en t on his second sum m er a 
the sta tion . An a larm ing  co n tra s t 
to  the  m en who guarded  the 
publica dom ain, not so m an .' 
y ears back for $80 a m onth, 
supplied the ir own grub, and one 
closest to a  repo rted  sn v k e  hiked 
in to  it a f te r  he 'd  p in-po in ted  its 
location and studied  beforehan 1 
how best to reach it.

Beyond C anyon P eak  the road 
winds around and down tow ard  
th e  Chetco. We w ent, possibly 
four or five miles, trav e rs in g  a n l  
rough going, a t  th a t  until we 
cam e to  a w ash no w heeled vehicle 
could pass. The road w ent miles 
fu rth er, tow ard  the  ex trem e upper 
C hetca, across which could b. 
seen the  mines under Vulcan Peax 
and portions« of the  ro ad -tra il 
running  sou th  from  there  past 
Red M ountain and Chetco Peak , 
and thence tow ard  O regon M oun­
tain .

The a tm osphere w as c ry s ta l 
clear, a t  one point the  tip  of Mt. 
S h asta  w as spo tted . Snow C am p 
stood out like a bunyon. and th? 
big sm oke down w est of Y reka 
boomed up.

Much of the  w ay w as in heavy, 
beau tifu l s tran d s  of pine and fir 
and in m any places the huge u p ­
s tand ing  cones of the sy m m etri­
ca l Noble f ir  w ere in evidence, 
som etim es crow ning  ou t above 
sca ttered , ex trem ely  ra re  B rew ers 
w eeping spruce whose long fes 
toons of green sw ung idley back 
and fo rth  in the  breeze.

O ther th an  a  scan t snack on 
the  way. m eals w ere fo rg o tten  
until along about th e  a f te r  shank 
of the  afternoon , dropping  down 
and  down and down to  the Illinois 
supper in the shade of the  low er- ’ 
ing sun: coffee, charred  s te a k s  
and sundry  trim m ings a t the  , 
aforesaid  cam p spo t a t the Illinoi i 
bridge, and then hom e. Some 2b' 
m iles had been travelled , w hich 
m any m o to ris ts  consider a  h a lf­
days run, and even 154) m iles
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Among Our Visitors . .
Som etim es you c a n ’t tell ’em 

from  us!
Couple, in well w orn and soil* 1 

d rab  o u tfits  w ith th ree  rugged 
looking grade schoolers. whole 
c ravan  would have been snubbed 
in m ost areas , w anted , as per 
usual, dope on cam ping  rites  up- 
co ast en route, incidentally , to 
home tn B ritish  Colum bia. One 
would never have considered the 
adu lts  as packing sheepskins, the  
kind via the  cap and gown rout 
bu t the object of th e ir  cu u o s ity  
having been met, the “bull wen« 
along too, deep into th is  w rite rs  
ken of t r e e ;  from  which casually  
p ro truded  m ention of docto ra tes

w here th e re ’d been no one else 
since the previous M onday's ra ins 
and to  place am» th ings, probably 
very, very few w ithou t business 
there , had ever been or, for some 
years, m ay never be, w ithin s.'.oit 
sight of once hectic «lays of gold 
and now pocked, qu ite  all ovei, 
w ith  th e  s to p e ; from  o ther mines 

F ro m  th a t gu lch ’s gash  pro­
of I viously m entioned, Fred will hav-*

and Ph. D's in bo tany  and  fo r 
p ry ing  in to  the  in tim a te  lives of 
com m ercial forest p lants.

The up-hot of It m ay have been 
th e  troupe d iverted  the ir im m edi­
ate, up-coast ja u n t to h it fo r  
hog back in the  back count iy  
w here they could pick up som e 
S a d le rs  Oak specim ens, som e 
dw arf rhododendrons, m aybe, and  
then  b ack -track  into an o th e r 
C urry  a rea  for a  good look a t
B rew er's w eeping spruce, in th e  
raw .

Before leaving tow n, how ever, 
they filled th e ir  gas tan k s , bo tn  
car an 1 “C olem an", and got th e m ­
selves a dab of groceries, probably  
m ore th an  enough for a «lay or 
tw o 's  snack  for tw o grow n folks 
ami th ree  grow ing  youngrterc , 
an«» these th ree  grow ing young­
s te rs  told me (tw o  boys, w ith  a 
g ir l betw een) they  did all the  
cam p cooking and w ork so Ma 
ami P a  would have a vcatlon  too.

Again, som etim es you c a n 't  tell 
’em  from  us!

O P E N IN G
D A T E

th a t  on pavem ents bu t those e x tra  l to  find som eone else to  do his 
100 miles w ere w here the  ven tu r- exploring  This tr io  had enough 
e rs  had all the road to them selves, | but th an k s  for the prodding.
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Campers In Parks
O vern igh t cam pers in O regon 's 

S ta te  P a rk s  continue the th ree  
year 50 percen t increase in num ­
bers, accord ing  to the S ta te  H igh­
w ay D epartm en t The P a rk s  w ere 
throw n open to overn igh t cam p e is  
for the  f irs t tu n e  in 1953 and th e ir 
popularity  continues to  th e  po in t 
w here more facilities a re  being

’.an n e l.

A cco rd in g  to  P a rk s  D irector C.
H A rm s rong  the Increase is a t ­
tr ib u tab le  to m any cause« and the  
desir e on the p a rt of the vaca tion ­
er to m ake his mon y go as fa r  
as possible is only one of them , 
r i roveinent in cam ping  facilities, 

m osquito-proof ten ts, t 1 e e p i n g 
Lags, a ir m attresses , tra ile rs  of 
v tious so r ts  and providing ade­
quate d<<n.«- tu equipment su h as

.‘¡de.i, stoves, an 1 toi.ets makes 
am ping  m ore a ttra  t.ve.

C am p «•< have L»-en developed 
in 27 s ta te  pa il... a id  nine of these 
i ave tra ile r  accom a ia t.ons w ith  
w ater, elet tr i  ty srni wa w ii.er 
d s;iO3cl connections Even With 
m ore than  700 cam psites availab le  
ill but a  few am «  a te  filled to  

overflowing every night during 
the vacation  season.

R ight r.ow, A rm strong  .« iys, it 
is d f f n u l t  to a sess the n a tu re  of 
t e long te rm  trend  bu t p la  .» are  
go ng forw ard , by th e  s ' e. to 
place additional cam psites in th e  
27 p a rk s  now serv ing  the cam p­
ers and to  develops fo r o v em ig u t 
«•amping som e of the  o th e r 134 
p a rk s  ow ned by the s ta te .

C ounty  p a rk s  and the  U. 8 . F.
cam ps a re  helping to  ease  the 

burden, b u t the s ta te  s easily  ac- 
e s I !e p a rk s  ap p aren tly  m ust 

continue to  c a n y  a  heavy p a rt 
of the load.
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s  ST EE V ES LEA V ES

Miss Kathleen Steevea. w h o  
1 >1 ' rookmgs fot many yea«-"

‘eft la s t m onth  to  m ake her home 
in S acram ento , w here she 1 is  kin- 
folks, H< r pa ren ts  used to have 
a  filling s ta tio n  and sm all s to ie
“I » » » S» Vi


