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HASTE IS NEEDED IN TAX FIELD IN CURRY

Things are moving in the nght
direction, as a tax cominittc
of members from all over the
met with the county court,
state tax men last weel
lll;lllt' Ingu.i]u‘.ni with the re-assessment
under the guidance of th

"\ FC-assCssin nt 15 I li"l: al)
badly, that it is unbelievable that irate
citizens didn’t risc up and howl long
before this. Incquities exist throughout
the county tax structurcs, and 1t’s time
that work went ahcad on them

We realize that in a growing
county, such as Curry is, there was
bound to be difhicultics in obtaining a
fair tax structure. But we didn’t realize
Sll(]l da ‘i,'l':'.ll lfi\i'l__'g nce as does exist,

We refer to the average Brook-

who has

', consisting

countv.
and Soind
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Plans wer:

tate “Iil'l:i.

ill}.:\' pu:]k'rty Own 1 house
of say $15,000 value. He pays around
$200 in taxes. Not too long ago a cer
tain tract of umber, some 10,000,000
board feet sold for $3 That
]u'nu;_',lll S.!%H in taxes into the County
treasurer. This figures out as approx
imately 15 TIMES AS MUCH fo
the property owner, mm}\.nul to the
timber owner. That 1s not cquitable,
and nobody will convince us otherwise

A “WHIRLEY BIRD"

A helicopter for commuters to
Gold Beach might sound 1Ke a strange
recommendation—but

WMD)

we're not even
sure that we have our tongue in our
check as we write this. Personally a
15 or, 20 minute ride by “Whirley Bird”
scems a lot better idea than an hours
(or more) drive over the fiercest high
way in the United States.

" What we suggest 1s that the
community buy one of the larger var
it‘t)‘ of hc]implt'r\. such as they use to
haul commuters from the airports to
the city. Then we could set up a regular
schedule, say two trips a day 1o Gold
Beach. Maybe on weckends we could
get into Oregon “Proper” in another
direction, with a trip to Grants Pass

Perhaps we could interest the
county government in the project, and

on the first Wednesday of ecach month

we could have a “Courthouse Spectal.”

The timber interests in Curry
County are our bread and butter. No
body ;'.;-.1',1/\--\ it any better than us. Yet,
sidy

that amounts to \!l'[ll.il sub

We don’t hold to this idea of
raising taxes so that big tmber owners
will be forced to dump their timber
cither. We don’t think that it will make
that much difference to them.

('lll'l't'llll). timber has an .I‘wt.'\\f.'kl
valuation from $1.50 per thousand feet,
of which the county receives 3 percent,
or .045 per thousand. The approximate
amount of timber being cut yearly in
the county amounts to 350,000,000 a
year. The price of stumpage now runs
all the way from $50.00 per M on up to
$80.00, so it doesn’t take much research
to discover that []II..' S 50 per M i1s a
little out of line.

Some obvious recommendations
To us avail

\-‘”t'lluf ],H" | |1‘| }‘1\'\'~|l|

able to get the re-assessment program
under way with \}\':11 2. To assess the

first, because

timber holdings there is
where the greatest inequitities lie; 3.
Set the tax to be based on the

price of lumber products so that it could

\\'”ill_-_‘:

be equalized from time to time, as the
price vacilates.

FOR BROOKINGS ?

Curry County, without air, water
or rail transportation is definitely.in a
bind. We must depend on a “narrow
thread of a highway” connecting us to
the rest of the state. This thicad 15 cut
several times a year by weather, and the
rest of the time it is passable only by
the Grace of God, and at the suffering
of the motorist
bird
porting people around into
Proper” a novelty—and 1t
might even shame the highway depart

Perhaps a whirley trans
B | )f'l".:"“

Wi llll(i i‘\'

ment into action on the present high
way. We don’t say that the ror i
provement should be finished this year
or next, but we are of the opinion that
the highway department could at least
i" sent a

\.\I'”lll !\l'“\\

“schedule of improvement”

long we are

going to have to wait before
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DAVID'S SCAR

y David Moore, 16, was hit sud-
Id- | denly, last Monday evening
IN | with a pain which Dr. Ronniger
diagnosed as appendicitis and,
| a couple of hours later
IlJl-'.wi of it at Seaside Hu:&])lTEil

which is something of a record. |

ny was re-

of David, who makes his home with

his folks at the former Young's
highschool here
playing a clarinet in the band
and is a member of the minstre]

attends

troupe. After a few more days
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HIGH SCHOOL

CARNIVAL

High School Gym — 8 p.m.
FRIDAY, MARCH 23rd

Sponsored by Brookings-Harbor

High School Student Body
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