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WHAT ABOUT A NEW TAX BASE
A group of Brookings citizens sat down w ith council 

m em bers last week and th rashed  out the possibility of raising 
the tax  base in Brookings. 'Phis problem  is a very difficult 
one and it is a doubly difficult one to tack le this vear w ith  
an election com ing up.

However, the  fact rem ains th a t if B rookings is to 
continue to progress the base has to he raised, and it has to be
VnrT th '!  y e a ’ a t a ffeneral election, o r the city  m ust wait until 
,9 -A  and we Just can ’t afford to w ait.

The tax  base here w as $21,125 - th a t  is the am ount 
to he raised by taxes this year, and the proposed new base 
would be set at $29.250. This doesn’t necessarily m ean th a t 
Uw city  would budget th a t am ount m ore in 1955. but it does 
give them  that right. This phase is so im portan t it is w orth  
repeating. The new tax  base doesn’t m ean th a t the city 
need budget th a t  am ount, but it will allow them  a leeway in 
which to work.

C u rren tly  the  city  is operating  on a tigh t budget, p ri­
m arily  because the  city  held off on m ajor business in o rder 
to  keep the to ta l taxes down because of the increased school 
taxes th is year.

But can the city get along on the monies allocated  
foi this year for two m ore y ea rs?  We don’t th ink so, for 
these reasons. The city  is growing, ant growing rapidly. The 
.people a re  dem anding m ore and m ore service, which the city 
c a n ’t possibly provide under ex isting  conditions. Every w here 
th e  city  is ham pered by lack of finances. In the  cu rren t 
budget the city hasn ’t even set aside a nickle for an em ergency 
fund. Streets and o ther departm en ts suffer.

I lie existing budget called for expend itu res of $58,- 
870 12. while the estim ated  budget for 1955-56 calls for about 
$75.000. It was brought out at the  m eeting that if the fire 
engine and the park ing  m eters w ere paid off. which they will 
lx’ a f te r  next year, the budget could be dropped by at least 
$7,5<M) a year.

The to ta l estim ated  receipts for the next y ea r will be 
pushed up by about $6.000, due to increased revenue from the 
s ta te  highway departm ent because of the F.icreas°d population. 
However, it m eans also th a t the city  has alm ost doubled in 
size, which could m ean that the tax ra te  he doubled too. This 
isn ’t the ease.

An estim ated  total receipts of $45,750 will he com ing 
in to  the city next year, which leaves a $29.250 balance which 
m ust be raised by taxation . In o rder th a t the city  ra ise  th a t 
m uch it is necessary, under s ta te  law, to boost the tax  base of 
Brookings and th a t m ust lit' done this year.

It is a m a tte r  of estab lish ing  a lim it, and w ithout such 
a limit the city  couldn't operate, successfully, in the  best 
in te re sts  of the public.

We hope th a t the city  budget won't have to he set up 
qu ite  that high for the coming year, hut i f t h e  continued grow th 

dem ands it. we w ant them  to have the legal m eans to raise 
the  mone>. I lie citizens budget com m ittee recom m ended th a t 

the council put the projkisal on the ballot, and then each of 
>ou. the p«'ople of Brtxikings can decide.
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Some people have asked about 
' paisting  or draw ing lessons. Yes, 
I would tie in terested  in giving 
such instruction if a su itab le tim e 
and place can be arranged . All 
in terested  R em brandts stand  up 
and be counted.

• • « • *
To the w rite r of the le tte r  in 

reference to my last weeks dou" 
umn, I would like to say. “You 
are right a w rite r of an anony­
mous le tte r  shouldn’t w rite .” As 
to your logic on the whys and 
w herefores an a r tis t w’orks in a 
p a rticu la r enviorm ent I find cause 
to argue a few points.

You say a rtis t seek the confines 
of the  old barns in Pennsylvania, 
or the foggy niches of San F ra n ­
cisco, etc. Well put poetically, 
but let me ask you this w hat 
great a r tis t has been produced 
from this ivory tow erish isola­
tion? Have the M arins. the 
Burchfields, or the Bohrods. B en­
tons, Shaw ns o r Woods, em erg- 

j ed from the Bohem ian way of 
life you so propose? I will argue 
until blue in the face that the 
a ttitu d e  taken  by so m any of ou r 
“Grenwich village a r t is t” is not 
the answ er to the cu ltu ra l leve' 
this coontry should righ tfu lly  en 
joy. and to put it m ore specific 
BROOKINGS can claim

* * * * *
We m ust both agree som ewhere 

along the line though You m en­
tion Picasso. T hat alone is a 
magic word. Anyone who recog­
nizes Picasso, this cen tu ries I 
g reatest a rtis t, is not all wrong, j 

* * * * *
The SKETCHBOOK, nor T H E  

PILO T, was sounding a d is tre ss ;
, signal. O ur m essage was one of a 
sincere feeling that much of the 

, tilling to  m ake fertile  the soil 
for any a r tis tic  grow th can b e »
started . NOW

* * * * *
You m ust rem em ber. m \ anony­

mous friend, th a t m aybe a Van 
Gogh. Cezanne, and La tree, sh u n ­
ned the society they found around 
them , hut m any great a rtis t took 
the hull by the  horns, so to 
speak. and lived am ongst hum ans 
learned th e ir habits, and reflect- i 
ed the lives of neople around them  
The form er have been glorified , 
bv Hollywood and Som erest M air 
ghms until th e ir lives seem a b’t 
exaggerated  and even the m od­
ern Yale g rad u ate  fee’s the o” l ' |  
tm e  a r tis t is th e  one th a t starve^ |
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IIAT has become of the 
w h istler?

I am  not inquiring relative to

.w hat is tru e  a rt. Win the un’ 
' trained critics friendship. When 
he realizes you are  like many 
others, norm al; then he will un- 

' derstand  that your love for a 
I w ork of a rt has some merit. From 
there on in you “educate” him to 
enjoy the arts.

SKETCH
BOOK
By BUD PISA R EK

I finally found a little  tim e to 
do some sketching. I im agine the 
best place to report the gact 
would be in the SK E TC H B O O K  
colum. Now it can be said i t’s 
living up to i t ’s name. I spent 
about th ree  q u arte rs  of an hour 
at the H arris P ark  beach. T here 
ca rta in ly  a re  some grand views 
along this Brookings coast.

* * * * *
My subject, natu ra lly , was the 

rocks and the ocean. I used w ater- 
color. and lim ited m yself to a 
sm all piece of paper. The re su lts?
. . . well th a t I ’ll have to leave 
up to my public.But if they are 
as d iscrim inating as my son the 
outlook isn’t too good. The lil’ 
guy was all over me, the paints, 
and painting. He kicked enough 
sand into the colors so each one 
cam e out a p re tty  shade of mud. 
W hat an a r tis t  has to endure, 
ah yes.

All I will g ran t you Mr. A., or 
any o ther person tak ing  sides in 
th is issue, is th a t the entire pro­
cess m ust be well planned, and 
developed slowly. T here is no 
danger in s ta rtin g  som ething that 
can become beneficial to a great 
num ber of people. How can the 
m any youngsters s ta rtin g  school 
learn  to appreciate fine a r t if 
they never have the opportunity  
to see some g reat w orks of a r t ? 
How- can they and our o ther 
citizens, ever learn th a t a rtis t 
and a r t patrons do live along 
hum an lines—if they never see 
any in action ?

* • • • •
Through the U niversities a r t ­

ist is residenships m any of 
the mid-west schools a rtis t have 
enjoyed the freedom of creating  
as they wish under the patronage 
of these institutions. Their s in ­
cere effort to help am ateu rs w ith 
constructive criticism  and over all 
inspiration has resu lted  in a move­
m ent th a t will bring about ce r­
tain  cu ltu ra l heritages that all 
can be proud of. Even the psuedo 
a rtis t o r the would be a r tis t who 
w arn the bowels of the earth , 
try ing to he d ifferent and difficult 
a re  s ittin g  up and tak ing  notice. 

* * * * *
W hat is wrong w ith tak ing  

steps to provide for these things 
While a city  is in its infancy? Why 
W’flit until tlie city is well e s tab ­
lished and then procede to force 
the art museums, the civic thea- . 
tres, upon an uninterested , un- ' 
educated, group?

w

the  radio p rog ram  of the sam e 
nam e, but ra th e r  as to w hat has 
happened to the am a te u r  w histler 
of not too m any years ago who 
w alked the highw ays and by-ways 
serenading all and sundry w-ith 
the m usic of his own m aking.

I can still rem em ber th a t one 
of the g reatest accom plishm ents 
of my pre-school days was the 
m astery  of the a r t  of puckering 
my lips and blowing until finally 
a note was bom . And when I 
finally reached the  stage w here 
a tune could be recognized by 
tho^e who loved n |e  most, I 
felt th a t I had really  achieved 
one of the ou tstand ing  feats of my 
life.

I still whistle. My fa th e r w his­
tles and my son w histles. In fact,

I if the inform ation w ere available, 
I ’m certa in  th a t research  would 
reveal the fact th a t  grandpa 
w histled, too.

T h ere ’s som ething friendly 
about a w histle. Not only does it 
cheer the  listener but the w histl­
e r him self also finds it p leasant 
company. Many was the tim e as 
a youngster when w alking a lone­
ly tra il th rough the  woods of a 
shadowy s tree t well past bed time 
th a t the tune I w histled m ade me 
feel th a t I was not en tire ly  alone.

Also I felt my merry- refrain  to 
be a defin ite w arn ing  to any evil 
m an o r beast lu rk ing  along my 
path  th a t here cam e a spunky 
lad who w asn’t a fra id  of anyone 
or any th ing  and w-oe be to the 
ch a rac te r who m ight m olest him. 
At any ra te , th a t  w as w hat I
hopey they would think.

Today, how-ever, I am  suddenly
aw are th a t  the  w h istler is be- 
comming extinct. As I go my way,
I notice th a t nothing but noises 
of the s tree t s trik e  m y ear. P e r­
haps therein  lies the answ er. The 
w histler was intended to be heard; 
he was in his sm all w ay seeking 
to en terta in . W hat chance does he 
have today of com peting w ith the 
screeching b rak es  and roaring  
exhausts ?

M aybe the w h istler has re tre a t­
ed into the country . I would like 
to think th a t he has; for certain ly  
he should not be allowed to dis­
appear from the A m erican scene.

Am erican wom en bought 671 
m dlion pairs of nylons last year, 
and the industry  can prove that 
they bought morn for g lam or than 
for durability . In 1947 only 21C of 
the production w as of the sheer 
variety . Now it approaches 8 0 '" .
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—Charles Doane
first . and crea tes  in betw een
trips to the  s ta te  m ental insti-
tions.

• • • • •
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s fo y e rs  a plan of slowly . 
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