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LETTER TO EDITOR
(Continued from last w eek) I

A fter we had dug a num ber of 
post holes Mr. Johnson arrived  
on the scene and insisted th a t he 
woidd not allow the fence to be 
built where we had dug the holes, 
that the fence could only be built 
near the \ a ters  edge and th a t 
w here ev t the bank had sluflfed 
off and a portion of the slide still 
remained, the fence would have to 
be built on the rem aining ¡»ortion 
of the slide even though it was 
only a feet or so above low w a te r 
m ark.

For more than four hours, we 
argued with Mr. Johnson about 
p u tting  the fence a t the w aters 
edge and tried to convince him 
th a t if the fence was built w here 
he wanted it th ere  would not be ! 
much fence left a f te r  the first 
high w ater and our w ork would 
lie wasted and all fence m ateria l 
lost. But since there  was no ah  
ten tative, the fence was built j 
where Johnson w anted it w ith one

Rom where I s it... ¿y Joe Marsh

Slugger Wins 
the "Home" Game

Slugger W hite, h°"ie  tow n’s 
s ia r h itte r, dropped by the o ther 
day to  talk  baseball, and to “tell 
one” on himself.

Seems S lugger had been baby­
sitting . “ I was doing ju s t  fine,” 
he said, “ until it  w as time fo r a 
‘change.’ I called Mom for advice. 
S till d idn’t  ge t it righ t. Then Dad 
set me s tra ig h t .”

“ Place the diaper like a base­
ball diamond with you at bat,’ he 
»aid. ‘Fold second base over home 
plate, and pin first and th ird  base 
on home plate.’ Thai did it—with 
no e r ro r s ! ”

( 195 i, 1'nited States Urcuers Foundation

most
powerful pick- up !

exception and a f te r  the  freshets 
of the firs t w in ter the  fence was 
so badly w recked th a t his c a ttle  
and goats w ent th rough  it m ost 
any where.

j At one point w here a slide about 
30 ft. across and some ten feet 
wide occured Mr. Bolen and m y­
self built the  fence around the 
slide. W hen Mr. Johnson discover­
ed the fence built around the gap 
he to re  this piece of fence down 
and put it across the gap on the 
rem ain ing  portion of the slide 
which was only about a foot above 
low w a te r m ark . The floods of 
the second w in ter demolished the 
fence com pletely so now' his ca ttle  
and goats can cross the river in 
a num ber of places over a d is­
tance of 200 yards.

D uring the course of the tria l 
you w ere told by Mr. Johnson 
th a t I did not inform  him as to 
the dam age of the garden and 
that D eM artin  w’ould be the first 
one he would w ant to reim burse 
for dam age of this kind. To this 
I need only say th a t I sent him 
a bill by reg istered  mail ( re ­
questing  a re tu rn  receip t) cover­
ing the dam age we incurred in 
1950 by his hogs as well as his 
c a ttle  and goats over a period of

From where I sit, Slugger’s Dad 
had the idea. Often, like his Mom, 
a lot of us tend to give advice in 
our terms without considering 
the other fellow’s way of doing 
things. Even in choosing your 
favorite beverage, it's best to 
think of your neighbor. If you 
like tea, and I prefer a temperate 
glass of beer, we should both 
“play the game" and try to un­
derstand each other’s point of
view.

years. He never paid this bill. 
And you w ere told by M r Jo h n ­

son th a t it is only during the 
dry' period of the y ea r th a t he 
has trouble contro lling  his stock 
and never in the w inter. From  the 
middle of D ecem ber last to some 
tim e in M arch this year, a dozen 
of his goats and tw o of his w hite 
face c a ttle  w ere on my property  
continuously and in the w in ter 
of 50-51 Mr. W esley W. Sm ith 
who cam e to the ranch a t my 
request to  dheck on the fields 
th a t  w ere badly rooted by Jo h n ­
son’s hogs, ju s t about w ore h im ­
self out helping Mr. Johnson 
drive two of his large  boars out 
of my field and into the swollen 
w a te rs  of the W inchuck River.

| You w ere also told by Mr. Jo h n ­
son th a t he had a fence line b rush ­
ed out on the hill side whereon,
I had agreed to build a fence. 1 
This is not tru e  and I repeat th a t 
it w’ould be useless and stupid  to 
build a fence on the hill side and 
across the creek channel (South  

i F ork) and leave a 600 ft. gap on 
the fla t along the W inchuck R iv­
er unfenced.

I would app recia te  it very much 
if you the ju ry  in th is tria l of 
Sept. 3rd would come to my ranch 
and investigate  th e « 1 fence stories 
as well as the sto ry  Mr. Johnson 
told you about having no drink ing  
w ate r for his stock except in the 
W inchuck River. I fee, th a t it 
would l»p to  the best in te re st of 
C u rry  C ounty if our D istric t a t ­
to rney  would also investigate  the  
w a te r and fence sto ries as told to 
the ju ry  during  the tria l. Such an 
investigation would qu ite  likely 
save the county some expense in 
th e  fu tu re  and serve to hold to 
the m inim um , the circu lation  of 
fabulous stories which o u r s ta te  
police som etim es have to inves­
tigate .

For your inform ation, I wish 
to s ta te  that in the sum m er of 
1951 one of ou r an im als crossed 
th e  river and en tered  Johnson 's 
property. It was a two y ea r old 
hull which he prom ptly  coralled. 
Since then none of ou r stock has 
been on his property . O ver the 
sam e 4 y ea r period, Mr. Johnson’s 
goats and c a ttle  have been in 
ou r fields tim e and again.

T here is no feud ex isting  be­
tw een Mr. Johnson and myself
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Win Mixed Doubles
Event At Lanes

In the reg u la r open Mixed dou­
bles last Supnday Bud McCourt 
and M ary • M ontgom ery took first 
by a one pin m argin over M arge 
and W hitey M atson, who placed 
second. Jeanne  and Ed Sam uel 
placed in the prize list for the 
th ird  consecutive week by wind­
ing up in third place.

M erchant aw ards in league play 
are  as follows:

Edith  Houvila. nylons from 
M oore's; Don N enm eyer. $2 in 
trad e  a Azalea L a ir’s; M arge 
Goldsberry, $2 in trad e  at H iw ay 
M kt; G ordonM itten, d inner at 
Shanghai Cafe; and Don Vaughn. 
$5.00 cash from  the P ete  Les- 
m eister Agency.

as pointed out to you by Mr. Hall 
and refu ted  by Mr. Johnson.

The m alicious new spaper head­
lines you w ere told about during  
the tria l w ere no doubt p rin ted  at 
the investigation of a ch a rac te r 
assassin who lives in Brookings 
and whose p ropaganda a t tim es 
in unfolded in very large batches.

R espectfully  yours,
M. L. D eM artin.

P erhaps you’ve never thought th a t a tele­
phone com pany, ju s t like everybody else, has to m ake 
its budget balance.

F irst , of course, we have to pay all the day -to ­
day and m onth-by-m onth  costs of keeping our system  
in operation. O ur annual payroll alone now to tals more 
th an  five million dollars a year.

T hen  we m ust find a place in our budget to  
replace equipm ent as it wears o u t . and to take advantage 
of every possible labor, tim e and money-saving device 
in order to m ake our service as efficient and as econom ­
ical as possible.

W e pay our full share of taxes, too. In  1953, our 
Federal, s ta te  and local tax  paym ents were $1,667,849. 
This figure does no t include the Federal excise taxes 

which are added every m onth  to  your telephone bill 
and which last year were more th an  one million six 
hundred thousand  dollars.

And , to m ake telephone services available to 
the thousands and  thousands of new residents in our 
area, we must continue to invest more and more capital. 
O ur p lant in service has trip led  in the past eight years, 
and this year. 1954, we have budgeted $6,300,000 for 
additional new construction.

Ju st like yourselves, we too m ust make ends 
m eet, in order to  provide you w ith the efficient tele­
phone service you expect. R eluctan tly , therefore, we 
have found it necessary to request m odest increases in 
your telephone rates. W ithout these increases, it will I hi 
impossible to  continue our im provem ent and expansion 
program s, designed to bring you the finest possible tele­
phone service a t  the lowest possible rates.

ENROLLS AT CEN TRA L
Raymond W esteren, Brookings, 

is listed as a new studen t a t the 
C en tra l W ashington College of 
Education by a release from  th a t 
school. A to ta l of 540 new’ s tu ­
dents from all over the W est 
Coast have enrolled a t the college, 
which is located in E llensburg, 
W ashington.

LEAVE FOR NAVY 
R ichard F red  Newm an, son of

Mrs. Edna Newman, and L arry  
F arm er left Monday by plane to 
San Diego, w here they will begin 
th e ir recru it Naval train ing. The 
train ing  will last about four 
m onths.
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