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It Costs Us
fo Serve You!

Our goal is now, as it has alwa ys been, to bring you the best
possible telephone service at the lowest possible cost. But
costs continue to go up, as the following illustrations show:

——

1945 1954

TO ADD
NEW .
TELEPHONES

At the close of World War I1, it required an investment of
§193 for each new telephone we added to our system By
mid-1952 this figure had risen to $392. Last year costs con-
tinued to rise so that at the end of 1953 an investment of
$436 was required for every added telephone.

In 1940, it cost us $33 per telephone to keep our system
running But these costs have more than doubled since then.

until about a vear

derenberg of Merced, California: Guests of M
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last Tuesday and were introduced

OPERATING po 72
EXPENSES & TAXES |
PER TELEPHONE

with this country

Average wage rates of our employees have doubled since
1945 In the past vear our operating costs and taxes con-
tinued upward, so that for the first 6 months of 1954 it cost
us 872 per telephone just for these basic expenses.

| the Brookings-Harbor community
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We have pledged to bring you telephone ser ice as fine as is
available anywhere, byt to keep this promise requires a
tremendous investment in physical property, in what we
call our “plant.” In 1946, our plant in service totalled
$7.838.108 By the end of 1952 this had s ared to $21,530,847
and since then it has risen another 30% to reach $27.407,088
on June 30, 1954. This is not all that we have spent, either,
for since the end of 1945 we have spent a total of $21,456,490
to improve our facilities and make more t« lephones available
for more people

Reluctant]y therefore, we have f. und it necessary to request
modest increases in vour tels phone rates. Without these
Increases, it will be impossible to Continue our improvement
and expansion programs. designed to bring vou the finest
possible telephone gervice at the lowest possible rates
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