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The Census in Brookings
On our front apge page we have an  a r tic le  this week con­

cerning the Census w hich is now being taken  in Brookings.

W e th ink  it’s ex trem ely  imf»ortant th a a t the  local citizen­
ry realize th a t we a re n ’t having the census taken  simply as a 

m a t te r  of civic pride. If  Brookings can show, a t the end of this 
count, th a t it has 2,000 population, a large num ber of benefits will
accru e  to  the city.

The first and forem ost is th a t th e  funds which are  d is tr i­
bu ted  to  the cities of Oregon by the s ta te  increase sharp ly  for 
cities  w'hich have a population of 2,000 or m ore W e’re not quite 
su re  ju st how m uch it w ill m ean to  Brookings, but c ity  officials 
th ink  it could m ean $5,000 a y ea r o r more. And such benefits 
would not come to the city, w ithout this special census, un til the  
n ex t reg u la r one in 1960.

So it is v itally  im portan t, a t this time, to s tand  up and be 
counted. T hat is why we have asked every  citizen of this town 
w ho is not con tacted  by the census to fill out the  form  in the 
p ap e r; for everyone who will he aw ay th is w eekend to go, now to 

th e  C ity Hall so th a t you will be counted, and for every one who 
know s people who are  out of town to also report th a t fact to  the 
census office.

This is B rookings’ only chance to  take a large  load off the 
local taxpayer . . . .  we can ’t afford to lose it.

The End of the McCarthy Hearings
The McCarth> hearings a re  over, and we th ink that every­

one in Am erica (including the p artic ip an ts) a re  tak ing  a long, 
deep, sigh ot relief at the conclusion of a very sorry  spectacle.

W e’re not sure w hat the hearings established. C ertain ly  
th e  A rm y M cCarthy issue is as cloudy as ever . . . .  and it is 
equally  certa in  that some principals a re  lying th rough  th e ir teeth .

But they did accomplish som ething. A m erica got a close­
up. face-to-face view of a dem agogue in action. And we think 
th a t M cCarthyism  has ceased to tie the dangerous force th a t it 
once was simply because the Am erican C itizen has seen it in 
action. S tr ip p 'd  of its pretensions, it w as not a p re tty  thing 
to see.

AU ol which gives very com forting reassu rance that dem o­
c ra tic  processes are really  based on p re tty  sound values. It 

m ay take th e  average vote a little  tim e to get acquain ted  w ith  
the ¡H'ople who represent him . . . .  bu he eventually  does.
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LETTER from 
WASHINGTON

HARRIS ELLSWORTH, M. C. 
4th District, Oregon

The final passage by both 
Houses of Congress on th e  long- 
pending bill to  se ttle  th e  contro­
versy betw een th e  F o res t Serv­
ice and th e  B ureau  of Land M an­
agem ent regard ing  some 462.000 
acres of forest land in Oregon 
m ark s th e  end of a troublesom e 
and costly situation. Since 1910 
when the  d ispute arose, neither 
the  F orest Service nor th e  BLM 
have been able to m ake long- 
range  m anagem ent and tim ber 
sale plans because ne ith e r agency 
could count the  disputed area as 
p art of its domain. Both agencies 
a re  required by law to harvest 
tim ber on w hat is called a sus­
tained yield basis. This m eans 
th a t cu ttin g  is lim ited to es tim at­
ed annual reproduction. W ith ju r ­
isdiction over the  vast disputed 
acreage in doubt obviously neith ­
e r  agency could m ake sound and 
perm anent harvesting  plans. Now 
they can.

T he condition has become so 
acu te  th a t had this legislation 
been longer delayed m any mills 
m ight have been fopced to close 
dow n—w ith resu lting  loss of jobs 
and com m unity income.

N early one million acres of for­
est land have been in a checker­
board p a tte rn  on the rnaji everv 
odd num bered section is claimed 
or controlled by the BLM and 
every’ even num bered section is 
in the N ational Forest. This has 
m eant a costly adm in istra tive  
problem  for the Federal govem - 
m nt. In addition to se ttlin g  the 
dispute, the bill ju s t enacted  into 
law provides for exchanging and 
blocking up these  checkerboard 
areas so th a t each adm inistering  
agency apera tes a solid block of 
area.

H ere are  the th ings accom plish­
ed by the new law’ :

1 -Money due th e  counties in 
lieu of taxes from  the  disputed 
lands has been accum ulating  in a 
“suspense fund” for abou t 14 
years. I t  has deaehed a to ta l sum 
of m ore than  $7,000,000. This fund 
will Ito d istribu ted  in accordance 
w ith  th e  te rm s of the 1937 O 4  
C A ct—75% to the  counties.

2—Proceeds from  tim ber sales 
on the form erly d isputed acreage 
will in the fu tu re  be d istribu ted  
on th a t basis,

3 The F orest Service has al- 
wn? ; insisted upon handling the 
d si tied a rea  as if it w ere part 
ot ie N ational Forest so fa r as 
physical adm in istra tion  is con- 
eerned. The lands w ill be o p e ra t­
ed by the F orest Service in the 
fu ture.

I The in te r-d ep artm en ta l tim - 
berland checkerboard  is elim in­
ated  o r will be w ritten  w ithin 
tw o years, which is the tim e set 
in the law for com pleting the 
"blocking up” details.

5 Both the F orest Service and 
th e  B ureau of Land M anagem ent • 
now know exactly  w hat and how 
much land they ad m in is te r and 
can proceed to m ake sound op­
era ting  and m anagem ent plans 
ini hiding, of course, the develop­
ment of access roads.

By
CLIFFORD P. 

ROWE

r p i I F  M cCarthy-A rm y bedlam  in 
the n a tio n ’s capital is not th< 

only topic of m ajor discussion 
these days. T here  is ano ther one, 
which while perhaps not so spec­
tacu lar, has had a habit of pop-

w ith  th a t— the only opposition 
to the bill.

One of the in terested  O & C 
counties evidently becam e im p at­
ient w’ith the efforts to  se ttle  this 
d ispute by legislation. C lackam as 
C ounty took the  problem  to the 
courts and won, on April 30th 
th is year, a decision by the Court 
of Appeals. It was a fine legal 
victory. U nfortunately , m any peo­
ple jum ped to the conclusion th a t 
the court decision settled  the m a t­
ter. I wish it had. but it d idn’t 
F irst, although the court decis­
ion settled  the money p art of the 
problem, it left the question of 
jurisdiction very much in doubt 
The departm en tal dispute would 
still rage. Secondly, the decision 
of a Court of Appeals is not nec­
essarily  final. Such a decision can 
he appealed to the Suprem e 
C ourt. I t seems p re tty  certain  
th a t the governm ent atto rneys in­
tend  to Appeal and an appeal 
would require m onths and pos­
sibly years for a final decision.

I t  seems to me It should be 
p re tty  clear, even to th e  C lack­
am as County Com m issioners th a t 
the legiclative solution, now th a t 
we have succeeded, is em inently  
satisfactory .

CHETCO IN N .
Chef Adrian in Charge of Catering

SMORGASBORD EACH SUNDAY 
Served With $2.1x1 Dinner 

"POP" AND ZI RR1 TA REED. Managers

D uring the m any years S enato r 
Guy Gordon and I have been en­
deavoring to secure the passage 
of this legislation, the  only point 
of opposition io th e r than from 
one o r the o th er of the in terested  
Federal governm ent dep artm en ts) 
has been by people w ho for their 
own personal reasons have pre- 
ti reed to do business w ith one 
governm ent agency ra th e r  than 
the o th e r The sales policies of the 

' two are  slightly d ifferent. I have 
observed, however, th a t th is pre- 
fere” v  s e tv to be a ’x)tit evenly
divided so we w ere not concerned

m g o n  a n a  on c u t  since The enr 
began com peting w ith the eye as 
a m eans of ob tain ing inform ation 
I am  re ferrin g  to the .present wave 
of criticism  rela tive to the a l­
leged fa ilu re of our schools to 
teach our youngsters to read.

Fact of the  m a tte r  is th a t I can 
detect a close relationship be­
tw een this issue and the present 
confusion com ing out of the  h ea r­
ings in W ashington. Though not 
of th e  younger generation, I am 
beginning to  doubt my own ability 
to read and get much sense o u k  
of it.

As fa r as T am  personally  con- 
concerned, is isn’t so m uch a prob­
lem  of being able to road as it 
is to know how much to believe 
of w hat I see in prin t. Somehow 
I feel th a t w'e haven’t failed in 
teaching o u r youngsters to  read; 
ra th e r  we have fallen down in 
teaching  them  how’ to evaluate 
properly w hat they do read.

Success of any dem ocracy de­
pends on an inform ed people. The 
m ore people who know’ how’ to 
read, the m ore they can be in­
formed. Since this nation’s found­
ing, those who believed in democ­
racy have continually  fought for 
equal education for all. O ur big 
w eakness as I see it is th a t  we 
have confined ou r efforts to m ak­
ing it m andato ry  th a t every one 
know' how' to read w ithout tak ing  
into consideration th a t  the m ore 
complex ou r civilization becomes 
the m ore difficult it is for the  
citizen to understand  w hat he 
reads.

W ith inform ation galore on all 
sides of all issues; w ith repu tab le 
au tho rities  available for support 
of e ith er side in any controversy, 
the average citizen who can read 
hut cannot weigh m ay easily be­
come a liability  to dem ocracy 
ra th e r  than an asset.

As some one recently  pu t it :  
“I t ’s not th a t the .people don’t 
krov. cr.o’ gh, I ; t th a t they  know 
so m uch th a t a in ’t so.”

Subscribe to The Pilot.
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