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THE COUNTY ASSESSMENT BILL
On the ballot in the May prim ary  will appear a m easure 

which, if passed, will give au th o rity  to the C ounty Court to have 
C urry  County reassessed.

T he m easure provides for a serial bond levy to provide the 
coun ty ’s share of the necessary funds, which are  shared  jointly 
by s ta te  and county.

Once before the citizens of this county had an opportunity  to 
vo te on such a m easure, and they defeated  it. They did so, we 
a re  convinced, because they did not understand  its purpose, and 
feared  that a reassessm ent m eant an au tom atic  raise in taxes.

That is not true. W hat this reassessm ent is in tended to do is 
to  bring present assessm ents into line w ith  present property  
values. Many properties have grow n in value in the last few 
years, while o th er properties have stood still o r declined in value. 
W ithout reassessm ent, some properties  a re  paying fa r m ore than 
th e ir  share  of taxes, and o thers are  paying fa r less.

Brookings had an opportun ity  to observe this fact a few years 
ago, when the  county Assessor asked the  s ta te  to m ake a spot 
reassessm ent here . . . and plen ty  of people here, we a re  told, 
w ere  apprehensive about increased taxes. They found out th a t 
som e of them  had th e ir tax es  increased; some w ere dcreased 
but the to ta l tax  for the a rea  rem ained the  same.

It sim ply m akes common sense, th a t p roperty  should he taxed 
according to its w orth in relation  to  o th e r properties. And, in 
fast-grow ing  C urry  County, values assessed a few years ago 
sim ply do not have validity  today. This country  changes too rap ­
idly.

No one w ants to  pay m ore than  his share of taxes, and no 
one should w ant to pay less. This reassessm ent should help to 
m ake*it possible for everyone to pay his just share.

C ounty officials who adm in iste r o u r property  taxes, as well 
as  s ta te  officials, a re  unanim ous in th e ir belief th a t th is assess­
m ent is needed to correct in justices in ou r tax  load. It deserves 
to  pass.
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LETTER FROM 
WASHINGTON
HARRIS ELLSWORTH, M. C
The House is in recess over the 

E as te r w eek-end and until M on­
day the 26th of April M eanwhile 
thè S enate  will continue w orking 
since it is now som ew hat behind 
the House in handling the bills 
which m ust he com pleted this 
session. The difference between 
the House and Senate tim e-tables 
is accounted for by the fact that 
m ost of the m ajor legislation of 
this session thus far has had to do 
w ith e ith e r taxes or appropria­
tions. Such legislation originates 
in th e  House and is first acted 
upon there. Then it is sent over 
to the Senate. A nother thing 
which m akes it easier for the 
House to com plete action on legis­
lation is the  fact th a t all debaie 
tim e in the House is controlled, 
w hereas the debate in the Senate 
is generally  unlim ited. This dif­
ferì nee in procedure is due to the 
fact th a t the m em bership of the 
House is so large, 435 members, 
as to  m ake unlim ited debate im ­
p ractical.

T he House has com pleted its 
action upon all of the m ajor ap ­
propria tions bills except the one 
for the  D epartm ent of Defense 
That bill I understand, will com« 
to the floor im m ediately following 
the E aster recess. The completion 
of its heavy schedule of hills by 
the first of May will constitu te  
som ething of a record for speed 
on the part of the House Appro­
p ria tions Com m ittee.

* * *
Many Eugene people will re ­

m em ber Don Zim m erm an whose 
home was on 11th S treet out near 
the U niversity. He attended  the 
Eugene public schools and the 
U niversity of Oregon. He was aj 
pointed to the M ilitary Aeademv 
at W est Point and has enjoyed a 
distinguished m ilitary  career, most 
of which has been as an of licer 
in the A ir Force. I have known 
Don since college days, although 
he en tered  the University some 
tim e a f te r  1 did.

T he o th er day B rigadier Gen 
cra i Donald Zim m erm an walked 
into my office and we had a good 
visit I had not seen him in a long 
tim e and shortly  discovered the 
reason why. He has been stationed 
in Japan  for four years.

I m ention him and his visit 
now because in last w eek’s le tte r 
1 gave some inform ât on reg ard ­
ing the new Air Force Academy 
which will begin operating next 
sum m er. F orm er Eugene resi­
dent and Unix « rsitv of Oregon 
student. G eneral Don Zim merm an 
will he Dean of the Faculty of 
the new  ‘ West Point ol the A i r ”* * ♦

Then» is quite a little  talk  
about s ta te  primary elections 
these days In the next six weeks 
or so th e re  will be prim aries in; 
New Jersey  April 20th; Alabama, 
Florida, Indiana, New Mexico, and 
Ohio May 4th; Pennsylvania May 
18th; Oregon May 21st; N orth 
C arolina May 29th; Nevada and 
South  D akota June 1st; Iowa 
Ju n e  7th; and C alifornia and 
South  C arolina June 8th. O thers 
will follow throughout the sum ­
mer. ending w ith Rhode Island 
p rim ary  S eptem ber 29th Maine 
holds its general election Sept< m- 
ber 13th. All o ther general elec­
tions will be on November 2d.

• • •
The W ays and Means C om m it­

tee  of the House has been hold­
ing hearings for the last several 
w eeks on the Admin stration- 
sjxmsored bill to amend the S> - 
eial S ecu rity  Act so as to m-

• crease  1»enefits, and to bring ten
m illion additional Am rieans
most lv farm ers and pm fessu>nal
t»eople under Social Seem •itv.
T he hill is not expected to tv

J the F lo >r of th e  House for .'OU- X 1163
sidération  un til la te  in May 
early  June.

By
CLIFFORD P. 

ROWE

My att ntion was draw n r e ­
cently to a heart-w arm ing  pic- 

j ture, prom inently displayed or, 
li he front pace of a m etropolitan 
daily, of two happy men, one 

, young and one m (Idle aged. The 
I caption read “Happy to have vou 
| back George!” Both were smil- 
j ing so even the uninform ed could 
readily recognize that here was 
a joyous occasion.

One’s natu ra l guess would have 
been that here was a young hero 
teeently  re tu rned  from the w ars 
who was being given .public ac ­
claim or perhaps a young m an 
who had made some m ajor con- 
tribution to civic en terp rise  and 
was being honored for his ac­
complishment.

What an incentive, I thought, 
this would give young readers to 
see thus rew arded a young m an ’s 
endeavor. Such inspiration could 
well s ta rt hosts of o ther young­
sters tow ard sim ilar w orthy un ­
dertakings.

But, alas, such dream s and 
aspirations would have been dealt 
a deadly blow by the reading of 
the inform ation below the pic­
ture. For the young man w as a 
criminal, apprehended for rob­
bery, who had since tw ice es­
caped from the custody of the

law’.
For these deeds he had been 

given precious space on the front 
page along w ith a story  that de­
scribed in detail his exciting 
ca reer since escaping, including 
new robberii s. T he picture, then* 
was that of a conceited crook back 
again in the custody of a righ tfu l­
ly happy sheriff from  whose jail 
he had first escaped.

I shuddered when I thought of 
the influence this glam orized pic­
tu re  and story  could have on our 
youth. W here was the lesson of 
“crim e does not .pay” which we 
have preached for so m any years?

On an inside page of the same 
paper, but w ithout a p icture w is 
an o th er story  about tw o young 
bio-chem ists announcing a pos­
sible cure for diabetes. For those 
who look to the press for the 
proper balance of values in life, 
the m oral w as there  for even the 
most ignorant to read.

RETU RN  TO AREA
The m any friends of George

and M arge C um m ins will be glad 
to know th ey ’re nearby, if no, in 
Brookings. The C um m ins’ are  now 
living near C rescent City.

Cooked

FOOD SALE
SATURDAY, MAY i

Brookings Flower &
Gift Shop

10 A M. to 3 P.M.

Sponsored by the Senior class to 
ra ise money for “Senior Day.”

OUR TV SET 
IS

Our Philco Factory-Super­
vised Servicemen re p a ir 
any m ode l, any m ake, 
and do the right job at the 

j. right price.-

f r V 'V

EVANS ELECTRIC
Brock ir- s

P !v > 4 4 4


