
ROTARIANS HEAR DuPONT OFFICIAL 
CREDIT FREEDOM FOR OUR STRENGTH

A m ericans have the best s tan d ­
ard  of living in the world today 
because they have been free to 
develop the industry  to c rea te  it, 
Dr. W alte r A. Dew told the 
R otary  Club here Tuesday. Dr. 
Dew. a research  chem ist since 
1924, is Pacific D istrict m anager 
of the Extension Division of the 
du Pont Com pany’s Public R ela­
tions D epartm ent.

"W e have the things we w ant 
because we have an industrial 
system  th a t is g re a te r than  any 
in the w orld," he declared. "The 
story  of industry  is the  sto ry  of 
our s tandard  of living.”

U rging the R otarians to  help 
m ain tain  the conditions which 
m ade it possible, Dr. Dew said. 
"A m erica is strong  because -it is 
based on freedom  to im agine and 
create , freedom  to act and dis­
tr ib u te  products in a com petitive 
m ark e t.”

"Industry  is m ade up of people 
who w ork to g eth er to produce 
goods and services for people at 
a fa ir profit for th e ir effo rts ,” 
he said. "The team  com prising the 
investor, research, m anagem ent, 
and labor, spells production. The 
sales force insures d istribu tion ."

T hat, he declared, "is a real 
s treng th  in our way of life and it 
is the envy of o thers."

"W e have the  things which give 
us our high standard  of living 
because we have a vast industrial 
system  in this country  th a t con­
verts  sim ple things into useful 
products, which are  the tru e  
w ealth ,” he said.

Dr. Drew’ explained th a t this 
system  m ust have little  businesses 
and it m ust have big businesses 
in order to  succeed, and th a t one 
cannot get along w ithout the 
other.

The du Pont Com pany is one 
of the big businesses and, "We 
are proud of this bigness, because 
under the A m erican system  today 
only a concern which satisfied  its 
custom ers can become big,” he 
declared

In discussing m any du Pont 
products, he pointed out th a t they 
are available to  the public only 
because they a re  produced at 
low’-cost in large am ounts in 
plants which a re  very costly.

"The du Pont Com pany has an 
investm ent of $20,000 in tools and 
facilities for every person who 
has a job in the com pany.” he said.

The chemical industry  serves j 
as a supplier of basic m ateria ls 
for o ther industries. In the case 
of du Pont, he com m ented. 92 
per cent of the  com pany’s pro­
duction is sold to o ther com- ! 
panics, most of them  small, for 
processing into consum er items.

As an illu stra tion  of how this 
works, he spoke of polythene, 
which is one of the lightest p las­
tics. l ie  pointed out that this new 
m ateria l is being used by "hun­
dreds of sm all industries” to m ake 
molded artic les, flexible bottles,

tablew are, bags, insulation for 
wires, and m any o th er consum er 
products.

"If these com panies each had to 
m ake the m ateria l them selves, 
not one of them  would be able to 
m anu fac tu re  these item s because 
the cost would be too g re a t,” he 
declared.

Polythene w as cited as ju st one 
of thousands of things m anufac­
tured  by large businesses which 
go the sam e way and which help 
to raise living standards.

Dr. Dew pointed out th a t in 
the rayon industry, du Pont and 
14 o ther m ajor com panies produce 
the yarn , com peting w ith each 
o ther to serve 13,000 sm aller 
businesses which are  engaged in 
converting it into finished a r t i ­
cles for consum ers.

"The com bined em ploym ent of 
the rayon industry  is well over a 
million people, w-ho handled a 
billion pounds of th is man-mad*’ 
fiber last y ea r,” he said.

Nylon, which w as developed by 
du Pont a f te r  ten  years of re ­
search and developm ent, follows 
a rou te  to the public sim ilar to 
th a t taken  by rayon, he said.

Five plants, each costing m any 
m illions of dollars, a re  con­
cerned in the  m aking of nylon 
and nylon in term ediates, "but 
th a t is only the s ta r t ,” Dr. Dew 
said. "A whole team  of industries 
work on it and tran sfo rm  it into 
finished products such as hosiery, 
woven fabrics, fabrics, and plas­
tic artic les.”

He outlined the m any steps 
taken  by various types of indus­
try  in m aking usable th ings from 
th is raw  m ateria l and pointed out 
that du Pont has a thousand cus­
tom ers for nylon yarn  alone.

" It is the in terdependence of 
industry  — com prising large and 
sm all un its geared  to g e th e r so 
th a t each perform s its functions 
efficiently  th a t m akes it possible 
to provide goods and services at a 
price you can afford to pay,” he 
said.

A nother essential to the m anu­
factu re  of new products which 
help to ra ise the  s tan d ard  of liv­
ing is the investm ent of risk 
money in new and untried  things. 
Dr. Dew’ continued. As an ex ­
ample, he pointed out th a t cello­
phane was developed as a useful 
m ateria l because of the  invest­
m ent of risk m oney on the  p art
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I of people who had the vision to 
see its possibilities."

"An industry w a s created , 
thousands of new jobs w ere 

I created , and the public obtained a 
useful m ateria l at a price that 
continued to be satisfacto ry , be- 

I cause it becam e steadily  low er,
he said.

Dr. Dew described some of the 
¡new est products developed by du 
Pont research laboratories. Some 
of them  are  so new that they are 
still in the experim ental o r eval- 

1 nation  stage. One of these was 
j titanium , a newly developed m etal 
j w'hich is half the w eight of stain- 
) less steel but ju st as s trong  anil 
; b e tte r  in resisting  corrosion. Lab- 
. o ra tories throughout the country  
: a re  w orking on it now to develop 
uses for it.

O ther new products included 
"O rion” acrylic fiber and "D a­
cron” polyester fiber which w ere 
developed to meet 20th C entury  
fabric needs. M ention was also 
m ade of new E lastom ers, "Teflon" 
poly tetrafluoroethylene p 1 a s t i c 
which has unusual properties, and 
"M ylar” polyester film. Em phasis 
w as placed on new ag ricu ltu ra l 
cht micals which aid g reatly  in in­
creasing food production in the 
U nited S tates.

"New products such as these 
will not only add new things to 
our s tandard  of living, but th •»

production and processing of them  i -  IT  i «w
will crea te  m any new jobs and Harbor Pilot 7
businesses," he declared. "T hat 'THURSDAY. A PR IL  15. 1954 
has been the result of such dis- —-----------------------
1 ,^ lc I'a s t- industry  th a t is able to v e n tu ie

- u( l t lings a re  created  by re- into the developm ent of new an d
search  which is provided by an useful products," he said.
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This is the end
' - o f  manual shifting 

-o f  clutch expense
-o f fuel waste 

-of shock loading
-of skimpy power 

-of stodgy looks
-of driver discomfort

Be careful—‘ drive ta f eh
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hy be behind times and pay the penalty of 
w o rk in g  w ith  an outm oded tru ck?  The new G M G  
l ig h t -d u ty  m ode ls  -  w ith  T ru c k  H y d ra -M a tic  
D r iv e ,*  125-h o rs e p o w e r h ig h -co m p re ss io n  
engines, sm art sty ling and lu xu ry  cabs —cost ve ry  
litt le  more to buy and much less to run than old 
style trucks. F o r you r pride , your convenience 
and y o u r  p o c k e tb o o k , come see and d r iv e  a
GMCySrj// Standard an u n i  n o d th ; afiiicmal at tttra  tn tl an aihara
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Across from Shell Station Brookings, Oregon
P. O. Box 195 Brookings, Oregon Phone 2274

Buffington Motor Co.
185 S. Ellensburg Ave. Gold Beach, Ore.

•You'»! d r he/fer on o used frueft with your GMC deafer ■■


