
PRIZE WINNING ESSAY TELLS OF 
BUILDING THROUGH CITIZENSHIP

By SH E R R IL L  McCLAIN

The g reat Apostle Paul was 
about to be exam ined by scourging 
in the year 60 A.D. A Roman cen­
turion who was standing  nearby 
learned th a t Paul was a Roman 
citizen and relayed this in form a­
tion to the chief cap ta in  who told 
Paul, “W ith a great sum  I 
obtained t h i s  freedom. And 
Paul said, But I was free born.*’ 
(Holy Bible, Acts 22:28.) P a u ls  
sta tem en t won his release.

The words free born m ean cit- 
iaenshjp. (W ebster.) W hat a 
priceless heritage to those of us 
who have been born under the 
s ta rs  and stripes!

The foundation of any nation 
tru ly  g reat, lies in the  freedom  
of its citizens. I see th e  U nited 
S ta te s  of A m erica as a s tru c tu re  
w ith freedom  echoing throughout 
even the sm allest corridor.

As a child becomes stronger 
through exercising its lungs, its 
m uscles and all his faculties, so 
will we build a s tronger nation by 
exercising the  righ ts  and privi­
leges afforded to us as a free peo­
ple.

In recent national elections in 
some free countries the follow­
ing percentage of eligible persons 
voted:

A u s t r a l i a - 96% voted (1951.)
G reat B ritain  — 83% voted 

(1951)
Sweden 80% voted (1950.)

(1948.)
Only about one-half of our 

voters w ent to the  polls in the 
1948 P residential election. The 
right to vote is a privilege and a 
responsibility. To exercise this 
privilege and responsibility  builds 
a s tro n g er people,- a s tro n g er na­
tion.

One of our g rea tes t institu tions 
is the home. It is in the home 
w here joy, peace and tranqu ility  
a re  fru its  grow ing from  a nation 
whose s tru c tu re  is built upon the 
su re foundation of citizenship.

The g rea t m ajo rity  of our 
A m erican homes a re  located in 
aa city, town o r com m unity some ' s ' " v ' " a " '  alarge and  some sm all hut „■> J .  »“ ^ r u c t u r e  upon Uns founda- 

tion. Ioday, we m ust assum e thelarge and some sm all, bu t all af
lording each of us op ,,o r.un ities to I X / T r . ’ " 7  mUS' 
build th rough citizenship. The op I ™  ¡‘J  '°  P,r o m u l « a ^  
p o rtu n ity  is alw ays there, but it amo1'«  e a r ,h  s peoples of gospel 01 : 
is UP to each individual to exe -  V l T ’" 1 ,‘h a<
else his righ t of citizenship to n’° ' e  ' h<f ShaCkleS ° f fe a r ' ,y ra n ' ' 
build upon th a t opportunity . Front o T ,  suPPrPSS‘° n a "d deception, 
youthful in te re sts  such as the , / a T *  ' W‘“ da» n •" the
scouting program . 4-H Club activi- hZrt '  h *’ n i '0.".8 Wh<? ° nR aR° 
ties, and both cu rricu la r a n d , ?  abandon<’d them selves to the

e x tra  cu rricu la r activ ities of the “ ‘A  T  'Tr«,,ched da>’ would 
bring. New hope, new’ horizons,

1 n " new’ am bitions, and a new lifepublic school system , to 
partic ipation  through the m any 
channels afforded him  a f te r  be­
com ing of legal age, opportunities 
to build through citizenship are  
'egion.

How are  w e using o u r c itize n ­
ship? O ur freedom ? Freedom  of 
sjieecb? The free press? Freedom  
to choose an occupation? Way ot

; W estern G erm any—75% voted life ? 'Freedom  to  assem ble? F ree-
11949.)

C anada—74% voted (1949.) 
Isreal 72%- voted (1951.) 
United S ta te s  — 51% voted
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dom to w orship God according to 
the d ic ta tes of o u r own consci­
ence? These and m any m ore like 
freedom s are building m ateria ls  
we use to  fashion and form the 
A m erican way. T he FREEDOM  
way!

As w’e build in the home c r 
com m unity it m ust be the sam e 
w ith the  S ta te  o r N ation only on 
a larger scale. If a nation is cor­
rup t it can  be com pared to a cor­
rupt home. The husband o r fa th e r 
of a home is its leader. If  he b e ­
comes a  dt linquent, d runkard  or 
a crim inal his fam ily suffers for 
his wrongs. If a nation comes 
under the  influence o r leadership 
of a person whose plans a re  for 
greed, self and power, he by wrong 
doing will co n trib u te  to the w eak­
ening and retrogression of the 
peoples of th a t nation.

The world is com prised of m any 
nations and in order to  govern the 
world to secure p e a c e  the 
U N ITED  NATIONS was formed. 
When these nations join to m ake 
peace, the  world rests  on th e ir 
decisions.

A free nation, as the United 
S ta tes, does not encourage w ar 
nor wish to engage in war. W ar 
strik es  w ith its m erciless d isaster 
tearing  down the hopes for peace 
which have been built throughout 
the past generations. W hat holds 
our coun try  to g e th er?  When men 
and boys fight for freedom, each 

¡h eart and mind strives to a tta in  
j the one goal peace! Yes, the 
peace and understand ing  th a t
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comes only th rough the s tru c tu re  
of citizenship. A look around us 
reveals a w orld out of balance. 
Radio, new spapers, and o th er 
propaganda s tir  people to w ant 
THINGS. M aterial things! H is­
tory t e l l s  them  o thers got 
THINGS by force. Force is quick 

spec tacu lar appeals to the a n i­
mal in men. Force is alw ays ju s ti­
fiable so they say. But force 
alw ays reaps force; a f te r  t h ’ 
fighting is over men and nations 
of good will m ust seek to undo 
the hurts, the injustices, the sus­
picions, poverty and devasta tion  
w rought in its ru th less w’ake.

O ur fo refathers, under God, laid 
the foundation for a great n a ­
tion, a nation whose governm ent 
is “of the  people, by the people, 
and for the people.” Subsequent 
generations have built

once th ou gh t im possib le w i l l  be­
come a reality .

W ith God as our helper, and 
peace as ou r goal, m ay we so 
com pletely accom plish ou r m is­
sion th a t the  words of God him ­
self become a living rea lity  when 
he said, ”Th >y shall lx‘at th  ir 
swords into plough-shares, and 
th e ir spears into pruninghooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, n either shall they 
learn w ar anym ore.” (Holy Bible. 
Psalm  2:4.)

Mrs. Reed Heads 
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Mrs. Z erre ta  Reed was elected 
President of the Lion’s A uxiliary 
at the reg u la r m eeting, held T ues­
day, April 6.

Vice P resident for the fo rth ­
coming y ea r will be Mrs. Jean  
Dubs. O ther officers are, S ecre­
tary’, Jean  Thompson; T reasu re r,
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Jessica C haney; T all 'Tw ister, 
Jew el Coates.

On the Board of D irectors art* 
Rachel Young, Ella Schoenbeck, 
and Boots Shipley.

Movies of the Boy Scout J a m ­
boree w ere shown to the  group by 
H enry K err. Thelm a Houvila w as 
hostess tor the evening.
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