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The Problem of School Discipline

With this issue of the Pilot, we're hoping to end the controvers:

which has spread around the recent expulsion of a high school boy
here for smoking. Not all of the letters have been published. Some
were unsigned, some were libelous, some trated the matter as amus-
ing, which we are sure it is not.

We are sure, also, that the matter could never be decided in a

newspaper. The subject has too many ramifications to be decided by

charge and counter charge, and without calm discussion by the prin

cipals in the case.

tight do not know whether the School

acted properly in the case

now, we

There are too many things concerning it

with which we are not familiar |

But we do feel that what has happened before should not be the
criterion by which we should judge this issue. When we first came to
the

And, it stands to reason

Brookings, the cry on every tongue was that school was too

lax .
that if discipline is tightened, then future cases are not treated in

no discipline up there, we were told

the same manner as past cases are treated. Each case must be Judged
upon its merits alone,

It is no light matter, the expulsion of a student who is nearing
his diploma. It seems to us that expulsion is the very last resort in
such a matter. To stand in the way of a vouth's future by such an
action is taking a great deal of responsibility on one's shoulders

But discipline in the schools is no light matter, either. If it is
flouted, consistently and unreasonably, the authorities must take the
means open to them to maintain order.

In the final analysis that is all anyone can say. Expulsion is a
serious punishment, and should be used only to combat the most
serious breaches of discipline. If the School administration can hon
estly say the problem merited such discipline, they were correct in
using it. And none of us, from outside the problem, are really quali
fied to say, on the basis of our scanty knowledge, whether or not
such action was necessary,
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LETTER FROM
WASHINGTON

HARRIS ELLSWORTH, M. C

Coming up for House considera-
tion in the near future will be at
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By good fortune two men from
the Santiam region, Mr. Douglas
Bradley of Jefferson and Mr. Max

Landon of Sweet Home, came to
Washington and were able to
testify in behalf of these proiects
at a hearing held by the Commi*-
tee last week. The hearing was on
a bill Senator Cordon and I in-
troduced a vear ago for the pun
pose of authorizing the const:
tion of power facilities as a part
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