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The Problem of School Discipline
W ith this issue of the Pilot, w e’re hoping to end the controversy 

which has spread  around the recent expulsion of a high school boy 
here for smoking. Not all of the le tte rs  have been published. Some 
w ere unsigned, som e were libelous, some tra ted  the m a tte r  as am us­
ing, which we a rc  su re it is not.

We are sure, also, that the m a tte r  could never he decided in a 
new spaper. The subject has too m any ram ifications to he decided by 
charge  and coun ter charge, and w ithout calm  discussion by the p rin ­
cipals in the case.

Right now, we do not know w hether the School adm in istra tion  
acted  p roperly  in the case. '1'hcre a re  too m any th ings concerning it 
w ith  which we a re  not fam iliar.

Ilu t we do feel th a t w hat has happened before should not be the 
c rite rion  by which we should judge this issue. W hen we firs t cam e to 
Brookings, the cry on every tongue w as th a t the school was too 
lax . . . no discipline up there, we w ere told. And, it s tands to reason 
th a t  if discipline is tightened, then fu tu re  eases a re  not trea ted  in 
th e  sam e m anner as past cases a re  trea ted . Each case m ust be judged 
upon its m erits alone.

I t  is no light m atte r, the expulsion of a s tuden t who is nearing 
his diploma. It seems to us that expulsion is the very last resort in 
such a m atte r. Io  stand  in the way of a y o u th ’s fu tu re  by’ such an 
action  is taking a g reat deal of responsibility on one’s shoulders.

But discipline in the schools is no ligh t m atte r, either. If  it is 
flouted, consistently  and unreasonably, the  au th o ritie s  m ust take the 
m eans open to  them  to m ain tain  order.

In the final analysis th a t is all anyone can say. Expulsion is a 
serious punishm ent, and should be used only to  com bat the most 
serious breaches of discipline. If the School adm in istra tion  can hon­
estly  say the problem  m erited  such discipline, they w ere correct in 
using it. And none of us, from  outside the problem , a re  really quali­
fied to say, on the basis of ou r scanty  knowledge, w hether or not 
such action was necessary.

LETTER FROM 
WASHINGTON
H A RRIS ELLSW O RTH , M. C.

Com ing up for H ouse considera­
tion in the n ea r fu tu re  will be at 
least two reg u la r annual appro­
priation  bills. Also, I understand  
the B anking and C urrency  Com­
m ittee  m ay be nearly  ready  to 
send som e legislation on housing 

especially re ferring  to the fi­
nancing of p rivate  home co n stru c­
tion. Last week the House passed 
the bill extending the V eterans
loan program.

T he House Rules C om m ittee has 
begun hearings on the bill to 
c rea te  a giant corjioration for the  
purpose of construc ting  the United 
S ta te s ’ share of the S t. Law rence 
Seaw ay. This project, by the way, 
has been a subject of discussion 
in Congress for some 11 years. 
N ever before, however, has the 
legislation come so near to pas­
sage even though all of our P resi­
dents since and including Wood- 
row Wilson have recom m ended 
t. In this Congress the S enate  

has already passed the bill and it 
has been reported  favorably by 
the House C om m ittee. All th a t 
rem ains is final action on the 
floor of the House which I expect 
may come w ithin th e  nex t week 
or so.
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As proof th a t one doesn't have 
to go hack to childhood and 
Aesop's Fables to find a story w ith 
a m oral, I was favored with one 
the o th er day as a m erchant 
friend and I were enjoying a cup 
of coffee.

According to him, several years 
ago when he was in business in 
an o th er city, a well-dressed and 
p leasant m annered s t r a n g e r  
w alked in, introduced himself and 
s ta ted  that he desired to buy some 
m erchandise. Soon he and the 
m erchant were cha tting  and jok ­
ing like old friends of long stand-

Our Local Candidates
W e’ve never advocated the support of a political cand idate  or. 

the basis of geographical location. The fact that a m an is a near 
neighbor of ours does not, we are  sure, m ake him necessarily  the 
best qualified m an for any public office.

W e'd even go so fa r as to say that th e  support of basically un­
qualified men from our te rr ito ry  would only serve to w eaken our 
com m unity as well as the county as a whole If Brookings should 
unite, to r instance, to send an in ferio r officer to a county  position, 
the action would probably be chargi'd  against us by the rest of the 
county  for years to come.

So. xx hen we Advocate ou r candidates for office, it is not on that 
basis. W e’ll adm it that residence in Brookings shows a great deal 
of common sens«« . . . but m ore than th a t should be required  of a 
candidate.

But in any a ttem p t to judge ou r local candidates objectively, it 
i« obvious that th e n ' a re  a num ber running  locally who m erit an y ­
one’s vote.

L u ther Tisdale. C andidate for county Judge, has dem onstrated  
most effectively in the past his ability  and his charac ter. Add to th a t 
his willingness to perform  a public service, at a sacrifice to him self 
and you II agree th a t there  could not be a sounder C ounty Judge.

Sam  Hall, incum bent D istrict A ttorney, has handled his office 
we during his past term . He has been handicapped by his distance 
from  uold Bench . . . but his w illingness to sacrifice tim e and his own 
practice to oxercome that handicap haxe already  been effect.velv 
proxen And Sam  Hall has shown great sense of responsibility  in 
running  for this office at the cost of a tten tio n  to his own practice

Paul Ronniger. cand idate  for C oroner . . In his two plus vears 
here. I aul has proven his value to the county. A well tra ined  con- 
•cien tious M IT, Dr. Ronniger has every qualification to r the office

C harles Grayshel. candidate for le g is la tu re : Mr. C.rayshel’< sound ’ 
btism css background, as well as h,s long fam ,bar,tx  xv.th J , ,  preb 
e n s  I him f<„ i^ . s i a h v .  |>ls, ,s „ „
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One of the g rea test flood con­
trol pro jects ever undertakeu  is 
in the W illam ette  R iver Basin 
in our state . A large portion of 
the project is com pleted. Known 
and tabu lated  resu lts  from the 
dam s thus fa r com pleted clearly  
indicate that the engineering ca l­
culations were very sound indeed 
and th a t the ac tua l benefits in 
term s of annual flood loss saved 
will be fa r g re a te r  than  estim ated  
It is possible, however, th a t un til 
at least txvo m ore dam s are  built 
the present unbalanced situation  
m ay resu lt in m ore harm  than  
good. This is sure ly  th e  case be­
tw een the N orth and South F orks 
of the Santiam  R iver and in the 
M cKenzie - W illam ette  a rea  up­
stream  from w here those tw j  
s tream s join WTiat happened in 
each case is th a t a control dam  is 
com pleted on one branch and not 
on the o th er w ith the resu lt in 
w in ter th a t flood w a te r from  the 
uncontrolled or h igher s tream  
tends to cut across valuable land 
to the low er or controlled  stream  

This m eans th a t all possible 
haste  m ust be m ade in building 
the dam  known as G reen P e te r  on 
the South Santiam . and the dam

known as Cougar on the upper 
McKenzie.

In an el fort to speed the con­
struction  of Cougar, as well as 
g obtain additional electrical 

energy for its m unicipal electric 
system , the Eugene W ater and 
E lectric Board has offered to re ­
lieve the governm ent of the cost 
of power facilities at Cougar and 
pay part of the o ther costs of the 
dam. It is hoped this offer will 
appeal to an economy - minded 
Congress and so hasten  the appro­
priation of planning and construc­
tion funds.

It is planned also to present 
legislation m aking a sim ilar “p a r t­
nership offer” with respect to the 
Green P e te r Dam, although in 
th a t case the question of who the 
local “p a r tn e r” is to be left for 
la te r determ ination—perhaps by 
the Federal Pow er Commission.

It is believed th a t the Congress 
will like the partnersh ip  offers 
because they represent the saving 
of several millions of dollars in 
governm ent funds. However, I ani 
asking th a t the ordinary m ulti- 
ourpose authorization  language he j 
included in xvhat is called the 
Flood C ontrol Omnibus Bill on 
which the Com m ittee on P ub l’c ' 
W orks is noxv working. This will 
m ake it possible, if the flood con­
trol bill is acted  upon first, for the 
Engineers to proceed with their 1 
plans to r both of hese dams xvith-

pleted purchases am ounting to 
$35.00, tendered a $200.00 check 
in .payment.

H e laughingly rem arked  to his 
new ly-made m erchant friend as 
the la tte r  re tu rn ed  his $165,00 in 
change, “Of course, the cheek’s 
no good, but you don’t need the 
money anyw ay.” W ith an ansxver- 
ing laugh and a pat on the back, 
my friend escorted the purchaser 
to the door.

Next day, he found that h s 
la te  custom er w as indeed an 
honest man. The check WAS no 
good. In fact, he had passed ten 
m ore just like it around town. 
My friend concluded his stoiy ny 
saying, “He was the last man n 
• the world I would have suspected 
of being a crook. H e certain ly  did 
not look like one.” And so was 
born o u r s to ry ’s m oral that 
“clothes do not m ake a m an; and 
looks don’t m ake the crook.”

Too m any people expect a crim­
inal to ta lk  out of th e  side of h,s 
mouth, and to peer betw een slit- 
ted eyelids as his gaze shifts 
w arily to w atch all en trances for 
possible pursuers. Ju s t think of 
the difficulty I would experience 
try ing to m ake a purchase in a 
strange town of a su rprise  birth­
day gift for my w ife if she were 
only a couple of coun ters away. 
The clerk, if a good television 
and movie fan, would have the en­
tire  police force down on me be­
fore the ink was dry  on the check.

P roper advice to those who are 
called on to cash checks would 
seem to be to rem em ber that 
money in the bank is w hat m ak 's  
a m an’s cheek good; his smile, his 
m anners and his clothes may 
easily be his only assets.

out w aiting for Congressional ac­
tion on the so-called “partnership ’ 
legislation.

By good fortune tw o men from 
the Santiam  region, Mr. Douglas 
Bradley of Jefferson and Mr. Max 
Landon of Sweet Home, came to 
W ashington and w ere able to 

j testify  in behalf of these projects 
at a hearing held by the Commit­
tee last week. The hearing  was on 
a bill S enato r Cordon and I in­
troduced a year ago for the pur­
pose of authorizing the  construc­
tion of power facilities as a part 
of both Green P e te r  and Cougar 
Dams. This, I hope, will become 
part of the omnibus bill since it is 
the same kind of au thorization as 
the D etroit, Lookout Point, and 
other dam s in the flood control 
system.

AlHMHHICfag
MINCER’S Third An nua

Popularity Contest
FOR BROOKINGS-HARBOR 

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS

2 Beautiful Elgin watches to be given to a 
boy and girl graduate

Every p u rchase  a , M incer s w ill coun, tow ard a watch for the student of your choice

•  WATCH OCR SCOREBOARD'

MINCER’S JEWELRY


