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The Read Up the Chetco
If there w ere one project which would insure the fu tu re  grow th 

and s tab ility  of the Brook ingtUHarbor area, that project would be 
the construc tion  of a highway up the C hetco River.

And now is the tim e to get it.
Die question of a road across the m ountains to the valley has 

been debated and discussed for a long time. In recent years, a group 
of m en, headed by Art Knox, C hairm an of the C ham ber's Road Com ­
m ittee  have established re la tions w ith the cities of the valley, and 
have prom oted the eonstrucion of such a road.

F or m any years, there was no real en thusiasm  in the valley, if 
not dow nright opposition. For one thing. G ran ts  Pass was tied tigh tly  
in to  the Redwood Em pire Association, and was w orking to prom ote 
the Redwood H ighw ay to G ran ts  Pass. M edford w as a t work gaining 
new im provem ents in highway 99, and K lam ath  F alls  and Ashland 
rouId  not be in terest«d  as long as those gaps w ere o|>en.

But the work done by Art Knox and his group has shown defin ite 
changes in the th inking of the valley cities. They are  becoming ex­
trem ely  eoncious of the forest and m ineral w ealth  th a t is locked in 
th e  valley of the Chetco. and they are as anxious as we are  to free it. 
T hey  a re  developing in terest in low cost w a te r  tran sp o rt, and they 
know the first ingredient for it is a short road to the sea. And. finally, 
they have discovered the vacation land th a t lies in th e ir own hack 
yard, and they don’t like driving over Oregon M ountain to get here.

So psychologically the tim e is right. And, from  a practical 
point of view, the tim e is right too. These are  the reasons:

The F orestry  Service has asked an appropriation  of $17,000,000 
for the construction of access roads to free the blocked tim ber th a t it 
holds, so that it can sell the tim ber which is now being lost through 
inaccessibility. The Chetco is one of the basins which holds tim ber not 
now being m arketed, and which would be freed by the construction 
is most com placent. .

Increasing a tten tio n  is being paid to the m ineral deposits of the 
w est, as evidenced by the developm ent of he Riddle nickel deposits. 
T h ere  is no doubt that the governm ent would like to have the chrom e 
and nickel of the C hetco m ade m ore accessible . . . and w a te r ship­
m ent may be the answ er.

And. finally, this is an election year If we are  to w rangle funds 
from Congress for our developm ent, it m ust he done when Congress 
is m ore com placent.

Now, there arc  p itfalls ahead before such a road can be built, 
and we would he foolish to m inim ize them .

For one thing, the S ta te  of Oregon has no great in terest in a 
highway which covers so much Federally  owned land T herefore, we 
m ust devote our effo rts to ge tting  the forest access roads built here, 
so the s ta te  will have a reason to reach them.

Secondly, there a re  rough a reas  in the C hetco region, which pro­
duct' littIt' tim ber. But part ot these a reas  have produced tim ber in 
the past, hi tori' being scourged by fires and will produce again. The 
Forest Service says that fifteen million feet per y ea r can come out 
ot tht* i hetco on a sustaint'd  yield basis But. the> say, ninetv million 
feet could com.- out if the burned lands w ere p lan ted  and m ade ac­
cessible. In tht' in terests  ot conservation, such a p lan ting  program  
would d ic ta te  m ore than ever the need to open this land which now 
produces nothing, and could produce so much

St) w e m ust tight for our road . . . and keep on fighting
The tim e to begin is now Ed Ackley, local a ttorney who was re- 

Ctntlv in W ashington. brought back word that Congress is m ore re ­
ceptive to plans for the developm ent of access roatls now than it ever 
lias been. It is his opinion that a cam paign now would have g rea te r 
chance of success than it ever has had

But it m ust come from us . .. the people o f  Brookings and H a r­
bor. We need that road desperately , and we m ust do all we can to 
get it

N ever did I th ink it would ever 
he my lot to see a m iracle occur 
but I did. 1 saw four people with 
four au tom atic  pistols fire 30 or 
m ore bullets directly  into the 
midst of some 260 M embers of 
Congress and floor employees in 
the House cham ber w ith the 
m iraculous result th a t no one was 
killed and only one person was 
icallv  critically  wounded. Three 
of the assassins fired alm ost con­
tinuously for w hat seemed to be 
m ore than  a m inute. The fourth 
did some firing. I think, and per­
haps reloaded some of the guns 
for the o thers. He disappeared 
from  the gallery before the shoot­
ing ended.

W here was I while this was 
going on ? As it happened. I was 
perfectly  safe but standing w here 
I could see it all very clearly. 
However, I only saw the beginning 
and the tin sh , Some five m inutes 
before the shooting I had made a 
speech in w hat we call the ••well” 
of the House and had then taken  
a seat right behind the com m ittee 
tab le  because the Rules C om m it­
tee, of w hich 1 am  a m em ber, was 
handling the bill then under 
consideration. One of the door­
keepers then cam e to tell me that 
a visitor wished to see me at the 
m ain d o o r-  which is at the op- 
posite end of the cen te r aisle from 
the S p eak e r’s rostrum . I was 
standing hack of the rail near th a t 
door aw aiting  the resu lt of a vote 
which had just been taken  when I 
heard the first shot and out of 
the side of my eye saw the gun 
flash. Instinctively  I dropped to 
the floor. A fter lying there  for 
perhaps a m inute while the flop­
ping was going on, I finally de­
cided th a t it m ust be a  crazy dem ­
onstra tion  by some kids w ith cap- 
pistols—it sounded like th a t—so 
1 stood up again and w atched the 
end of it. I saw one of the men ! 
unfurl the flag. Then, hacking up i 
into the corner was the short m an 
still a ttem p tin g  to shoot but he i 
was ap p a ren tly  having tro u b le ! 
w ith his gun which a t th a t tim e 
was pointed tow ard the floor. At 
that in stan t the m an who was i 
’’re lax in g ” in the visitors ga lle iy  
dashed up the co rn er steps and 
lacing th e  gunm an threw  his arm s 
around him, hauling him down »lie 
steps and out the gallery door.

I f  w as not until some m inutes 
a f te r  th a t, in fact not until I 
w alked hack dow n tow ard the weil 
of the House and saw C ongress­
m an Bentley on the floor bleedin .
that I realized real bullets wer i 
fin 'd  I don’t know why it was 
hut the shots did not sound like 
an> gunfire  I have ever heard 
! he noise was that of sm all fire- j 

crackers or toy cap pistols.
It was a te rrib le  incident. Ttie 

only good thing about it is the 
fact th a t as th is is w ritten  it 
seems ce rta in  all who w ere stru ck  
w ith bullets will fully recover. 
R epresentative Bent lev of M ichi­
gan is, however, still in a serious 
condition.

The H ouse is about to begin 
w orking on the big bills of this 
session. The second regu la r appro­
priations bill has been com pleted 

'tie to provide money for the 
S ta le .  Justice and C om m erce De- ! 
partm ents. Next will conic the tax  
code revision bill, an excise tax  
hill, the big Federal-aid  highways 
hill and the first bill of the P res i­
d en t’s health  p rog ram  is ready As 
1 heard M ajority  Leader H alleck 
rem ark  we are  about to s ta r ’ 
running m the big gear.
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By
CLIFFO RD  P. 

ROW E

The most perplexing problem 
facing me or any citizen today is 
that involving Senator McCarthy. 
So m any confusing elem ents are 
involved that even those w ell-in­
formed in national affairs become 
bewildered.

P rim arily  to be decided is the 
m a tte r of communism. Is it a 
definite th rea t to the survival of 
the nation or is it m erely some­
thing to be shrugged off as fan­
tastic  and im possible? Some oi 
those who take the form er stand, 
.particularly Senator M cCarthy, 
a re  inclined to froth at the m outh 
and shoot at every shadow on the 
possibility that it may be red.

At the o ther extrem e are those 
who tasting  the sour grapes of 
political defeat in the last election 
become fanatic  in their attem pt 
to po rtray  M cCarthyism as an 
ven g re a te r  danger than com­

munism.
Personally, I can accept neither. 

In ternational developm ents of the 
past ten years convince me that 
com m unism  is an ev e rp re sen t 
m enace to any democracv. Y< t 1

feel th a t the best defense against 
such a th rea t is the preservation 
and s treng then ing  of those very 
principles of hum anity  which th  
com m unist seeks to destroy.

M cC arthy’s m ethods would in 
the end destroy those foundations 
of justice  which we wish to pro­
tect. But even though his methods 
are repugnant to the  American 
m ind,.m ost of us still have enough 
faith in the dem ocratic processes 
to be confident th a t McCarthy 
will eventually  go the way of ail 
those o thers whom history records 
as having forgotten  in their de­
lusions of g ran d eu r that thev 
represented  the people.

P resident E isenhow er faces a 
tough problem. He has my sympa­
thy, but he also has my confi­
dence. It may not happen tomor­
row. but sooner or la te r  the pres - 
dent along w ith the citizeniy 
which he rep resen ts  will cut to  
size the sen a to r w’ho has become 
too big for his britches.

This decline of the senator, how- 
ever, m ust not come as a result 
of the effo rts of those who oppose 
him because he fights communism. 
It must he the decision of a people 
rejecting a m ethod, not a princi­
ple.

TEEN -A G E NEW S 
A Teen-Age club dance was held

last F riday evening a t the V. F. W. 
hall.

O ur chaperons w ere Miss Fitz- 
gibbon and Miss H ew itt.

We hope to see a good turn-out 
next time.

Read the  class ads. They pay

For the first time, you can now 
have aSonotone tubeless hearing 
aid. Double-battery combination 
eliminated.

OPERATING COSTS
as low as 2 5  cents a month

a n d  so ea s y  to w ear
SONOTONE OF 

MEDFORD
839 E. Jackson, M edford, Ore

HEARING CENTER
DRISKELL MOTEL

MARCH 24tli — 2 to 4 p. in.

W ATCH FOR OPENING

0  ' H 0 11E  R A N ' S 1
f

W EA TH ER MAN H E R E
E d g a r  G Johnson, F . S. 

V ea th e r Rureau. Forecasing D e­
partm en t, S eattle , w as a brief 
visitor at th e  local s ta tion  last 
W ednesday

¿ p  f t  4» * .Í
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When you reveal in- 

rcrrrcifion of a private 

nature to your bank, you 
con be certain of the bank s obligation to 

keep it strictly confidential. The staff of this 

bonk is particularly careful and dependable 

in this respect.
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