
ALONG AZALEA ROW
By Helen Dempse>

But Dahlias Are O ur F avorites’’ I
Brookings, a lready  noted for its 

Azaleas and Lilies could easily 
add to  the list D ahlias. The Lily 
fields a re  heavenly to  see, but 
soon gone, and the A zaleas a re  a 
Pink cloud over the  hillsides for 
a som ew hat longer period. But 
D ahlias could set ou r Brookings . 
gardens ablaze from  Ju ly  until 
iro tf. when to u ris t trave l is 
heaTy.

Growing good D ahlias is much 
easier than  most any o th er flow- 
e r we have, from  tubers, p lan ts 
or seeds. If you p lan t specials, of 
course the com m ercial grow ers 
Put out fine cata logs w ith in te r­
esting  descriptions and pictures 
o r you can visit th e ir grounds and 
choose for the com ing year. Once 
you let it be known you w ant 
Dahlias, your friends will come 
forth  w ith additions to  your g a r­
den. F o r like the Bible story  of 
the loaves and fishes, the m ore 
they a re  divided the m ore roots 
they provide, un til they could 
feed the m asses w ith th e ir  beau­
ty.

1 he person who sa y s : *‘Oh I 
wouldn’t plant Dahlias. They are 
too coarse!” has never looked at 
Dahlias — in the plural. T rue 
enough, the huge show blooms 
*r r  ra th e r s tiff and do not lend 
them selves to o th er than  a large 
planting. How ever th e re  a re  
dainty  m in ia tu res in all the types 
and the m ost delectable colors; 
and sw eet little  pompons th a t re ­
semble colored globes of honey­
comb.

Many D ahlias m ake w ell-shaped 
plan ts 2 to 4 feet ta ll and about 
as wide. P laced in groups o r sing­
ly in a large border o r against 
shrubbery  o r a hedge, they are  
most effective and colorful when 
the shrubs are  past their bloom­
ing and just a m ass of green

The title  “But D ahlias Are O ur 
Favorites I have stolen from  an i 
a rtic le  in Jan u a ry  G ardening bv 
Jean  Moore. She tells how Roses 
are  th e ir hobby, and how they 
work all y ea r m ulching, fe rtiliz­
ing. dusting and spraying, then in 
m idsum m er relax  in lawn chairs 
and feast th e ir eyes on th e ir rea l­
ly favorite Bower, the Dahlia.
This struck  m e so forcefully be­
cause it w as so like our own ex­
perience. Before m oving to Brook­
ings we had a p lan ting  of about 
if) roses. W e loved them  and 
worked w ith them . Then we s ta r t ­
ed experim enting w ith Dahlias.
As Mrs. Moore points o u t : "Un­
like Roses, D ahlias need very 
little  care. ' We would regret the 
necessity of having a garden w ith 
out Roses and a dozen o ther 
flowers we love. S till, D ahlias are 
our favorites. Also, Dahlia grow-

ing is my personal hobby.
T here a re  as m any w ays and 

tim es for p lan ting  as there  ar*> 
growers, but it stands to reason 
’hat w hat would bring good re ­
su lts in Michigan o r T exas m ight 
not be the best p ractice here. In 
ibis a rea  I like to s ta r t  ea rly  in 
'h e  year, from la te  F eb ru a ry  to 
aily April, usually, alw ays in a 

sunny location. S h o u l d  your 
ground be heavy, la te r  planting 
might be indicated. We have been 
tort una te  in having soil th a t 
dra ins well, there fo re  a re  not 
forced to  dig tubers in fall and 
sto re over w inter. Since Dahlia 
tubers a re  bulky, th is is a big 
help. We dig, divide and plant 
back im m ediately, and even som e­
tim es leave clum ps two or th ree 
years w ithout dividing. T h i s  
would not be advisable should 
you w ant choicest show blooms 
or if your ground holds w ater.

Spacing is regula ted  according 
to the g ard en e r’s taste , and the 
giow ing habits of the individual 
Dahlia. Most should have at least 
two to th ree  feet each way. In 
the mixed border it usually  gives 
a b e tte r effect to use several of 
one color or tone in a grouping 
ra th e r than  m ixing too many- 
colors.

We dig a hole 8 to 10 inches 
deep and wide enough to ac­
com m odate the tubers, w ork in 
a spade of well ro tted  m anure oi 
compost, o r a handfull of com­
plete fertilizer. Tho tu b er is laid 
flat, with eye up. We som etim es 
use two or th ree  tubers with 
necks pointing to cen te r of hill, 
when we have them, cover ligh t­
ly with aq  inch or so of soil, g rad ­
ually  draw ing in the balance of 
the ea rth  as the p lan ts  grow. This 
gives qu icker grow th and takes 
care of cu ltivating  against sm all 
weeds, but does not m ake for a 
tidy garden. P lan ting  thus they 
benefit by the sun early  in grow th 
and the roots a re  down w here 
they a re  cool and moist in the 
sum m er and do not require such 
frequent w atering. A side dressing 
of fe rtilizer is beneficial as the 
buds are forming, and som etim es

give them  a boost as la te  as
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Ju ly  15th, especially when we are 
preparing flowers for fall shows 
Tins y ea r we will experim ent 
with fo liar feeding.

I wo of the most common causes
<>t fa ilu re to have a long bloom ­
ing period are  failure to keep the 
Plants growing until full size is 
i»ached, and not keeping the old 
flowers snipped off, the last rea lly  
the most im portant. Disbudding 
is necessary if you wish to en te r 
D ahlias in the shows, and desirous 
if you want larger blooms w ith 
stu rdy  long stem s. The sm aller 
types do not require it.

Growing D ahlias from seeds is 
no more difficult than  grow ing 
M angolds or Zinnias. Seeds p lan t­
ed early  in a sunny window and 
set out in the garden when tru e  
h aves a re  formed, will bloom the 
sam e year and m ake good tubers.
It is well to cover w ith hotcaps 
and place a little  slug bait under 
i‘ as added precaution , unless you 
have done a good job of general 
garden baiting.

It is always a period of suspense 
until the first blooms appear Ot 
several hundred D ahlias I have 
grown from seed I rem em ber onlv 
two that w ere exactly  alike. Since 
fertility  is about 90 percent w ith 
most seed from  reliable sources

A'
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anyone can add as m any D ahlias 
as they have the tim e and space 
to grow. Of course you m ay get 
any thing from tiny singles to fully 

r  oubh‘ d innerp la te  sizes. Bedding 
I ahlias a re  m ostly singles and 
semi-doubles, sm all o r m edium  
size, but they do bloom sooner and 
continue till frost.

Do not be*disappointed if vou 
buy a package of Dahlia seed of 
a given type and then find thev 
‘1” not run true. Unless you pay 
a very high price for hand- pol­
linated seed, the bees have crossed 
a large varie ty  of colors and sizes 
and any th ing  can come of it 
This is the way the new varieties 
come about, and there  is alw ays 
the chance that you have the
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lucky num ber and find one th a t 
the judges will consider especially  
good and w orthy  of in troducing. 
T his will be your own in tro d u c­
tion and you can nam e it as you 
choose. I have tw o a t the  tr ia l 
gaidens this year, a little  red and  
w hite form al decorative 
to be nam ed for my 
“F lora G ifford,” and  * a 
sem i-cactus to be called 
Jew el. W hether they
w orthy  o r not, 
I NG FUN !
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I Mil ill
We’ve Come 
A Long Way

. . .  B U T- WE'RE NOT STOPPING YET

A t the enJ  of Y/or’d W ar IT, your telephone com pany faced trem en­
dous problems caused by shortages of m aterials, increased dem ands 

f service and rising cost*. As we pledged to you, we have m et 
theae problems with every resource a t our comm and. For example, 

s ice January  1, 1946, we have spent over 21 M IL L IO N  DOLLARS 
to improve facilities and to make more telephones available for more 

people. Here is a brief report on what we have accomplished.
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T eh ; ones n U - 46,729
Pl- n t  in Sc, /  ■ $7,838,108
N um i r c f . a .t ’c - y c 635 
A nnual P. ; -oil $] • ,8,949

101,429
$21,530,847

1,546
$4,734,399

1

110,832 
$24,725,122

1,620
$5,203,543

.e  smeer. ly I, heve we have come a long way, but we know 
our h k „  by no m, .ms finished. Thia year, 1964, we have 

budgeted an additional $6,300,000 for more oonatruction. Wo 
»i'l continue to improve and expand our facilities aa 
rapidly as our earnings and available capital permit.

S u e  h a v e  p le d g e d  to you, we will continue our expansion pro- 
gram. \ \  e shall continue to provide all our subscribers with tele- 

phone service as fine as that available anywhere in the nation.
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