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Historical Notes
By MAX BRAINARD

FpO U R IST TRAVEL into thi 
-■ area w as officially opened b\ 
Jedediah S tro n g  Sm ith in Jun< 
and  July, 1828. It is possible that 
w andering Russians o r ship­
w recked Chinese m ay have p re ­
ceded Sm ith but, of such, we have 
no record. T here  also m ay have 
been sca tte red  fu r scouts from 
the Hudson Bay Company.

Jed Sm ith  was a system atic  
w anderer w herever he thought 
th ere  m ight be beaver fur. T hat 
is why he w as here

He was born at Bainbridge, 
New  York, in 179$), and unliki
most of his la te r  associates, was rider and badly chewed S m ith ’s 
a well educated  m an before he head. One C lym an, a com panian, 
went to clerking on the G reat had to stitch  S m ith ’s scalp,
L akes at the  age of 13. It w i?  cheeks, and ea rs  back so as to
there , probably, that his in terest cover his o therw ise naked skull 
in fu r and the great west was daubed h>m over w ith soap and
hatched, shipm ents of pelts pass- , sugar, helped him onto his horse
ing from th e  field to the cen tra l Sm ith could ride on about a mil?
fu r  m arket, then at M ontreal. In 
1822 he was in St. Louis, heart 
of the w estern  developm ent and
in April of 23 loft there  in a com- present s ta te  of Wyoming, down 
l« n v  of about 100. prom oted by the vast valley of the Colorado 

I ltam Ashley. As each trap p e r river, sending th e ir packs of fu r 
had to be g rub-sink  d to flour, I back to  St. Louis These packs 
tea coffee salt, powder, and lend I consisted of one hundred pells. . . . .  r  ...........  i consisted 01 one nunnreo p e n s " " '*  w n e  neaoea ro;

1 1 w uch to  cast bullets, as well I each. weighed 150 lbs , and packed i ^ e a r  Bake, near the p resent junc
as W ith  S ad d le  a n d  n nek  h n ra o j . _i._  x,. ___ ■ , . t in n  n f  Trlnhr. ___ i .as w ith saddle and nack horses, 
th is  represented  an expend itu re of 
several thousands of dollars, the 
re tu rn s  on which were very high, 
beaver pelts averag ing  five dol­
lars each in S t. Louis and th reein 11»» mi A . • V» uui |U< U. VU ,

e t .  The trapper* had I the p artie s  encountered  Indians

SHANGHAI
CAFE
AM ERICAN FOOD

SPECIAL LU NCH  75c

Coffee o r Tea

Soup
E n tree

French  F ried  or Mashed Potatoes
Ice C ream  o r Sherbet

Chinese Combination Lunches Soc and 90c 
Chinese Specials Any S ty le

New H ours
Open 11 a.m . to 1 am .

7 days a wvek
We C a te r to P arties Phone 3161

TOMMY MOE

WHEN YOU SHOP IN COOS BAY
Have your car Serviced

At Lou Blanc, Inc.
Leave your packages in your ea r th roughout the day

( omplcte Service hair Prices

Cadillac and Oldsmobile 
Safety-Tested Used Cars

Visit Our Wholesale Row

LO U  B L A N C , Inc.
Across the street from  the Post Office in Coos Bav

■ who would trad e  pelts for cloth, 
b lankets, beads, tobacco, knives, 
and such m ate ria ls  as w ere pack­
ed out from M issouri a t a nom i­
nal one thousand per cent m ark-

| up!
The principal objective of the 

i Ashley-Sm ith com bine w as to find 
a usable w aterw ay  betw een theo supply his personal require  --------- ------- -

nents which included a 40 o r 30 G reat Salt Lake and the Gulf 
•aliber “plains rifle" having a bar- of C alifornia but when this was 
eel from th irty  to th irty -six  inches attem pted , the ad v en tu rers  ran 
ong, which fired a long, heavy into objections from  the Spanish- 

pullet and used m uch m ore pow- Mexican au th o rities  already es- 
der than the K entucky squirrel tablished there. At San Diego, 
rifles. The favorite  w eapons w ere Sm ith con tac ted  officers of Ameri- 
m ade by Jacob and Sam uel Haw- can vessels engaged in the hide
ken in St. Louis. -------1 ------- *

Sm ith  stayed in Ashley’s em - 1
and tallow trad e  and M exican of 
ficials were caught betw een orders 
from  their governm ent to preventploy for some th ree  years during 

which tim e it is recorded th a t he 
was a ttacked , while on horseback, 
by a grizzly (num erous then». 
The bear bowled over horse and

to a su itab le  cam ping place.
The p arty  explored and trapped

in an area  extending from the

tak ing  out of the p e lts  by foreign­
ers and yet avoid fric tion  w ith 
the United S ta tes.

Sm ith, w earying of the long ne­
gotiations, finally agreed  not to 
take any m ore beaver in th e  Mexi­
can domain and departed , n o rth ­
ward, to renew his operations as 
soon as he was out of sight of 
the Mexicans, well knowing the 
M exicans’ inability  to police such 
a large area.

The p arty 's  su ffering  in the 
w astelands was trem endous and 
some of them  died. As w as the 
custom  of these expeditions, ren- 
devouz w ere scheduled two or 
th ree  years in advance, cen tering  
the region being trapped. Sm ith 
and his p a rty  w ere headed foi

two packs to th e  m ule load
R ivalry  w as intense. Indians

w ere a frequent menace, and the 
w hites w ere just as cruel as they, 
each side leaving records of be­
heading wounded. Occasionally,

tion of Idaho, W yoming and Utah 
rem em ber all the w ay from

San Diego, going by the way of 
Bakersfield, San Francisco, Reno 
and south of the G reat S a lt Lake.

In the w in ter of ’27. S m ith  was 
back in California, com ing down 
through what is now' C en tral U tah 
and again crossing the Mojave, 
and again pestering  the  governor, 
finally  coming to an agreem ent, 
which the governor neglected to 
ca rry  out.

On Jan u a ry  1. 1828, S m ith s  
whole party  reassem bled in the 
San Joaquin valley, figuring on 
trapp ing  to the east, tow ard the 
G reat Salt Lake, but it was a vc ry 
wet spring. They had a te rrib le  
tim e w ith flooded lands and 
sloughs, and they couldn’t find 
a pass th rough the  m ountains so 
font nued scouting the w estern  
slopes, which becam e m ore and 
m ore rugged, forcing them  tow ard 
the ocean, which they  reached, 
according to S m ith ’s diary, on the 
eighth  of June, a f te r  crossing high 
up on the K lam ath  river. May 28 
On the 23rd of June, Sm ith  fig­
ured he crossed out of the p ro ­
vince of C aliforn ia  into Oregon, 
and ra fted  the Rogue on the 27th 
Ju ly  9. they w ere at Coos Bay, 
and a couple of days la ter, on the 
I mixjua.

W hile encam ped on the la tte r. 
S m ith  and some cam panions were 

I out scouting th e ir rou te  ahead 
"  hen a party  of Ind ians jum ped 
their camp, killing fifteen m en 
and tak ing  all th e ir possessions. 
A rth u r Black, a huge man. beat 
oft bis a ttack e rs  and m ade bis 
way to Fort V ancouver. a rriv ing  
th ere  August 8. The next day 
S m ith  and two o th ers  who had 
been scouting w ith him, also a r ­
rived a t the fort

A lthough the com pany was 
com peting with the huge H udson 

I Bay outfit. Dr. M cLoughlin could 
not allow the Indians to sustain  
the idea they could p lunder any 
trappers, so he sent a large ex­
pedition to the Umpqua. Sm ith, 
and the  o th er survivors, went 
w ith the p a r t\  and they  recovered 
<00 beaver hides. 39 horses, and 
oth r goods, at a cost of thou­
sands ot ¡xYunds i in trap p  ng 
tim e) to the Hudson B a\ Com­
pany. Sm ith la te r sold the pack to 
M cLoughlin for $3.200.

B eaver w ere fast being deci- 
uvited  S m ith  w en t in to  The horse  
anti c a ttle  business, a f te r  1830, 
s ttin g  out from M issouri for 
S an ta  Fe w ith tw en ty -th ree  w ag­
ons and eighty-five men. Lack of

BOYS ARRESTED FOR
USING AIR GUNS

Two Brookings juveniles w ere 
releas: d to th e ’r  paren ts  last 
week by Judge Guy Forsy th , a fte r 
having been apprehended using 
a ir rifles w ithin the city  of 
Brookings.

w a te r overtook the caravan , north  
of the C im m aron, in veiy  d an g er­
ous Indian country. S m ith  foolish­
ly went ahead alone to look for 
w ater. Com anches jum ped him as 
he drank, and killed him, on the 
27th day of May, 1831.

Sm ith, in his scant 32 years, 
probably dd m ore than any other 
m an ever did, in all history, to 
instill in terest in the most v a l­
uable real e s ta te  ever known. 
Anyhow', he opened ou r profitable 
tourist business.

HLjn  niTiTTi: rrfrTnj: n ^ p iy f r /

BAYVIEW GARAGE
A t State Line

•  Specializing in Radiator Repair
( all Smith River 337 or Box 151 Brookings 

tor delivery service
•  Open Evenings 7 to 9 p.m. 
GEO. SHiPLEY, OWNER

C H O IC E  P R O P E R T IE S
H ighw ay F ron tage (H ighw ay 101, Oregon’s Main S tree t)  

CHETCO RIV ER FRO N TA G E - RESID EN TIA L LOTS 
N EW  HOM ES - RANCHES - FARM LANDS 

ACREAGE - IND USTRIAL SITES
INCOM E PR O PE R T IE S  

B eautiful Scenic, P ark like  Ocean Frontage

W H. BRADY
REAL estate broker

Who tries to do the common things of life uncommonly well:*

G ardner Bldg. 
Phone 2801

Brookings,
Oregon

READY MIX 
CONCRETE

J (Our sand and gravel is washed, 
5 screened ami weighed to give lull 

m easure and proper proportions 
J of aggregate, to insure quality )

I
S Crushed Ci ravel

Rock Fill Material 
Black Top Toil 
Clam Shell Soil

NO 1OB TOO SMALI

? f
Í Brookings RED-E-MIX Concrete Co. {

The two w ere arrested  on com ­
plain t of a local citizen, a f te r  the 
boys had broken windows in his 
home. The com plainant withdrew’ 
charges a fte r the boys had paid 
for the dam age done.

The firing of an a ir rifle  or 
spring-actuated  gun inside the 
city is prohibited by city sta tu te . 
It is also forbidden to give a child 
such a weapon in the city.

ROSS SALVAGE
SAND AND GRAVEL 
TO P SOIL AND F IL L  D IR T  

Phone 2057 or 2341

River Run Sand and Gravel fj, 
Clay Fill 

River Silt
Concrete Pipe & Ditching j

Ì


