
Historical Notes
By MAX BRAINARD

(C ontinued from last w eek) ¡pecting to be am bushed at any 
T h e  SH A S-TE-K O O S-TEES tin ie an(1 to have to  tight for th e ir 

was the most easterly  tribe  of ,ives, we can well see w hat a re- 
the  Coast Indians. They had a f was to be g reeted  w ith
large village on the north  side of these words, “Klahowy S khs,” 
the river, opposite the confluence “W elcome, friends!” So these 
of the Illinois, a t the place w here men named the river, "Sixes,”
Agness is now situated.

It is in teresting  to know the 
origin of some of the nam es given 
by the w hite se ttle rs  to various 
places in the county. In  the

which m eans, “F riends,” or 
“Friendly R iver.”

(N ote: Spelling in first C urry  
"ounty records variously as Shix, 
Shixes, and Shikhs. MSB.)

northern  p art of the county, the  South of the m outh of the river
stream  which the Indians called 
QUA-TO-MA, is now known as 
F loras creek but in the ea rly  days 
it was alw ays spelled Flores. T he 
word “F lo ras” might lead us to 
believe that the ea rly  se ttle rs  
gave it th a t nam e on account of 
the g reat display of flora in the 
spring and early  sum m er; but 
early  settlers ' say it was given in 
honor of a m an by th e  nam e of 
Flores, and the early  spelling 
seem s to bear th a t out.

(N ote: In the F eb ru a ry  14, 
3904 edition of Jonas H. U p to n s 
P ort O rford Tribune, the ed itor 
quotes a le tte r  from Mrs. F red  
F lorey of Gaston, W ashington 
county. “My husband w as the 
m an F loras creek was nam ed for 

* * Lieut. F red Florey opened 
the tra il up the banks of the 
stream  as was noted in the te s ti­
mony. of the tria l, Cox vs. S co tb

there is a g reat headland p ro jec t­
ing into the ocean. In ea rly  times, 
when the am bition of the young 
men was to go west, he had only 
o w alk out on this headland, and 

th ere  he had reached a po int as 
near the su n ’s se tting  as his feet 
could ca rry  him. That is the most 
w esterly  point in the United 
S ta tes, the place w here the west 
ends.

T hat is Cape Blanco, discovered 
and nam ed by M artin  D ’A ngular, 
on Jan u a ry  39. 1603. Port Ox­
ford, south of this headland, was 
nam ed by C aptain  George V an­
couver, on April 24, 1792, in honor 
of the E arl of Orford, his “much 
respected friend .” The town of 
P o rt O rford w as la te r  nam ed by 
C aptain W illiam  Tichenor, who 
was one of the first navigators to 
sail a steam  vessel north  from 
San Francisco. In com m and of 

and was present in the north  p a rt the S team er. Seagull, he began to 
of the county in the Indian trou- m ake trips from  San Francisco 
hies of 1855-56.” A pparently , to the  Colum bia river. H e  of e, 
MSR°r 1 Pt° n kn€W . L t- Florey, called  a t P o rt O rford as he fre- 

' jquen tly  found it necessary to  seek
Sixes river, it is said, w as shelter from  the strong  northw est 

nam ed by a party  of adventurous winds. He thought it m ight be a 
prospectors, who in the  early  good idea to locate here for the 
imes, w orked their way along cason th a t previous to th is tim e 

the coast and cam e to this s tream  g rea t gold discoveries had been 
at a point w here th ere  was a m ade in w hat is now Josephine 
arge  num ber of natives on the and Jackson counties, and Cap- 

opposite shore. The Indians cried tain  T ichenor was carry ing  large 
out to them , “K lahow ya S ikhs quan tities  of freight from San 
which means, “You are  welcome, F rancisco to C rescent City, from 
friends. Now, to us, it would w hich place it was packed across 
seem th e re  was nothing in th a t the m ountain  tra ils  to th is new 
expi ession to cause them  to nam e m ining country . Of course, the 
the river Sixes, but w hen we coun try  back of P ort O rford was 
lcm em ber that these men w ere unexplored and no one knew how 
t ia \  elling through a s tran g e  fa r  back from  the ocean it was 
countrv, said to be infested w ith to  the  m ining d istricts, 
savages, and when they w ere ex- C aptain  T ichenor though t th a t
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Bond Sales Up
Over Last Year

O 1 e g o n residents continued 
’heir “savings sp ree” last month 
P- s itin g  aside over $2 million 
333 thousand in series E and 11 
savings bonds.

riiis  represents a 40 per cent 
increase over the corresponding 
period in 1952,” according to C. 
M Gray, county chairm an, "and 
reflects one of the highest m onth­
ly increases since the end of 
W orld W ar II .”

C ounty sales during November 
in F and II series bonds am ount­
ed to $1,397.

Mr. G ray pointed out th a t the 
healthy savings bonds p a tte rn  in 
Oregon was also reflected across 
the nation. Almost $440 million

in series E and H bonds were 
•'Old, an increase of 25 per cent 
over N ovem ber of last year. “ N o ­

vem ber redem ptions of m atured  
and unm atu red  savings bonds.” 
Mr. Gray em phasized, "w ere $26 
m Ilion less than  sales.

“Plans are  now being m a le  by 
the s ta te  chairm an, s ta te  d irec­
tor, and s ta te  advisory com m it­
tees for next y e a r’s savings bonds
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cam paign ,” Mr. G ray said. “L a te r  
this m onth, or early  in Jan u a ry , 
quo tas will be assigned not only 
io  counties, but also to individual 
com m unities. Sales during  1954 
will have to increase at least 35 
pci cent to meet the s ta te ’s q u o ta  
c i over 5 \  billion.”

by locating at Port O rford, he 
could get a road across to the 
m ines that would give him the 
key to a great deal of trade. So. 
in the year 1841 (? )  he decided 
to locate there . He m ade his 
first settlem ent on the 9th day of 
June, 1851, when he landed niiv 
men on the  fam ous rock, which, 
because of this h istoric fight with 
the Indians th a t took place there 
has ever since hern known as 
B attle  Rock. C aptain  Tichenoi 
tiled on a donation land claim  and 
a fte rw ard s founded the town 
which he nam ed “O rford,” a fte r 
the nam e of the harbor.

(C ontinued next week I
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