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On the 
Reef

By BILL P H E L P S
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ » •♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ » » » ♦ ♦ ♦ » ♦ » ♦

I glanced up from  my type­
w riter today, and happened to see 
1953 on his way out. F o r a dis­
carded year he d idn’t look too 
had. T here w ere a few scars 
and bruises visible h?re and there, 
hut he looked p re tty  jaun ty , con­
sidering the fact th a t he had only- 
one day m ore to live.

“I claim I haven’t done too 
badly," he said, com placently, as 
he settled  back on the curb. "You 
can look hack through the books 
and you can find a lot of years 
that you can say worse things 
about than you can m e.”

"The farm ers don’t th ink much 
of you,” I replied.

"Well, th a t’s tru e ,” he adm it­
ted. "N either do the Brooklyn 
Dodgers nor the dem ocrats. But 
I alw ays say you can ’t please 
everybody.

And th e re ’s a few th ings I'm  
dow nright proud of. T ake Korea, 
for instance. I t ’s been quite 
aw hile since there  was a year 
th a t could report a truce , even as 
uneasy a tru ce  as this one is. I 
d idn’t do bad th ere .”

"Well, th a t’s rig h t,” I adm itted . 
"A nything else you’re proud o f? ”

Q uite a b it,” he replied com ­
placently. "Business is still up. 
We stopped a w ar and didn’t 
s ta r t  a depression, and lots of peo­
ple said we couldn’t do it.

"And Oregon beat S outhern  
Cal in football.” he continued. 
"Doggone few years th a t can say 
that. Why, up a t Eugene they’re 
even th inking  about m aking it 
1953 perm anen tly .”

"You didn’t do so well by the 
Brookings B eavers,” I rem inded 
him.
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OLD YEAR 
GOOD FOR 
BROOKINGS

T hursday  n ight m arks the end 
of 1953, and local people g eneral­
ly have decided th a t for a de­
crepit old y ea r he hasn ’t done too 
badly.

W hile nationally  1953 may be 
known as the y ea r th a t saw a 
dow nturn  in prosperity , little  of 
the dow nturn  showed up here. 
F o r Brookings, 1953 was a year 
of continued grow th.

S ta tis tic s  released late in D e­
cem ber showed C urry  County as 
O regon’s fastest grow ing county, 
w ith  a 38 per cent increase in 
[xipulation since the 1950 census, 
largest by fa r in the s ta te . And 
the southern  end of the county 
seemed to  be getting  m ore than 
ts  share  of the increase.

G enerally, logging and lum ber­
ing held up well through the 
y e a r ,  despite plywood price

Traffic Hints
Police Chief Bud Cross this 

week issued a special plea to 
everyone to drive carefully 
over the New Y ear’s holiday. 
"W e need you all around 
here," Bud said, "so drive 
t a n  fully, so you’ll be here for 
1954.”

And Bud also congratu lated  
the com m unity on its spotless 
record over the C hristm as 
days Not a w reck m arked the 
holiday period here.

BURNS FATAL 
TO MRS. WILSON

slum ps w h i c h  
bounced upw ard

1 hursday, December $i, 195$

LOCAL LEADERS SEE CONTINUED 
PROSPERITY AND GROWTH IN 1954 
FOR BROOKINGS-HARBOR AREA
New Year's Eve 
Dances Scheduled

A quiet New Y ear’s Eve seems 
to be in prospect locally, w ith 
most people planning few activ i­
ties th a t night.

Two dances w ere scheduled lo­
cally. At the H arbor G range Hall, 
the C hetco G range is holding a 
New Y ear’s Eve dance. And »it 
'»mith R w er the Am erican Legion 
Post is planning ? N w Y ea:’.;

"T rue,” he adm itted . "P e te  
Lesm eister kicked a couple of 
tim es because of th a t. B ut I 
promised him a couple of p itchers 
for next year. C an’t prom ise 
much to A rt G uthrie, though. He 
a in ’t speaking to m e anym ore.”

"Well, you can ’t please every ­
body,” I com forted him.

"T h a t’s r ig h t,” he agreed. "And 
I pleased quite  a few. Look 
around you. See the people here 
in Brookings? See those new 
businesses along main s tree t ? See 
the new buildings? C an’t say I 
haven’t done all right by this 
town.

"And, finally,” he w ent on, ”1 
don’t w ant to hear any com plaints 
from you Ju s t in case you’ve 
forgotten, I ’m the year th a t i 
brought you to this tow n.”

He got up, and s ta rted  down 
the road. And I felt very sad to 
see him go. Because he’s right, 
he did all right, by me, bringing 
me here.

have already 
O regon’s lum ­

bering counties generally  seemed 
to come through the y ea r well.

Lily grow ers here reported 
sm all crops and b e tte r  prices, and 
the two to g eth er seemed to  give 
a little  b e tte r  re tu rn  than  they 
have in the past few- years.

T ourist trave l through 1953 
was down along the coast, the 
only noticeable bum p in local 
economy. The up tu rn  was be­
lieved to be due to construction 
on Highway 101 as well as im­
provem ents on o th er routes, and 
loca’ businessm en seem ed to feel 
th a t tour.st trav e l would improve 
in proportion to the im provem ents 
in highways.

1953 brought lots to Brookings 
A num ber of new businesses were 
established du ring  th e  year, and 
population of the city  was e s t i - , 
m ated  to  be up around 15 per 
cent during  the past year.

Mrs. H a rrie tt Wilson. 83,
Brookings died W ednesday m orn- j Yve ball.
;ng from burns and shock sufTei ' 
the previous day.

Mrs. Wilson was burned Tues­
day m orning when her clothes 
caught fire a f te r  she had back d 
into a stove. She was trea ted  at . 
home by D octor Paul Ronniger, the  Old Year out
but died the following m orning ----------- -—
from the effects of the burns and 
shock.

Mrs. Wilson was the m other of 
Cliff Wilson of this city. A com­
plete ob ituary  will follow.

A num ber of p rivate  organiza 
lions, such as the Eagles wer*1 
also planning on holding ce lebra­
tions for th e ir m em bers. And n u ­
m erous groups of friends were 
planning to congregate and see

Rotarians Hold 
Dinner For Wives

L IE U T E N A N T  H ER E
Lt. R uth  O ’H olleran, USMC. I 

flew from  C am p Pendleton in 
sou thern  C alifornia w here she is 
stationed, to spend C hristm as 
w ith her family, the J. M. 
O’H ollerans.

Zo <rZZ uf you 
from all of us

1 he Staff of the Brookings-Harbor Pilot extend 
greetings for the New \  ear, with the sincere hope 
that it will be a happy and most prosperous year 

for all of you

MRS. MINNA AKERS 

BILL PHELPS PALL L. PETERSON
DORIS PHELPS W. C. BROOKS

Lucky 7 Club 
Repairs Bike

An 11 y ea r old Brookings girl 
was riding her bicycle again this 
week - thanks to the Luckv 7 
Club.

Naomi S anders is the young 
lady who had her bicycle stolen 
and stripped  not long ago. The 
thieves took off wheels, handle­
bars, accessories, etc. and ab an ­
doned the rem ains.

This week the Lucky 7 Club 
re tu rn ed  N aom i’s bicycle to her 
com pletely rebuilt. Now she’s 
riding again, and she’s a very- 
thankfu l young lady.

Meml»ers of the Brookings- 
H arbor R otary Club en terta ined  
their wives and o ther guests at a 
d inner Monday night a t the Cliff 
House. O ver 100 a ttended  the 
dinner, which is an annual affair.

Principal speaker for the eve­
ning was L u ther Tisdale, who 
discoursed on various types of 
hum or, w ith exam ples

W ith Brookings and H arbor on 
the threshold  of a New Year, 
local business men seemed p re tty  
unanim ous in looking forw ard t i 
a b right year.

And, they seemed to feel th a t 
th is area had not suffered ap p re­
ciably from the mild recession 
th a t seems to have w orried o th er 
p a rts  of the s ta te  and nation.

Local forecasts ranged from  
predictions of continued good 
business to even b e tte r  for th e  
year ahead.

W ith plywood and lum ber 
prices steadying and raising -it 
the e^d of ihe year, there  was 
hope for a prosperous year in 
the lum bering  industries.

Ken O sburn, office m anager for 
Brookings Plywood, prophesied 
increased building in the nation 
during 1954, w ith a healthy  effect 
on local lum bering businesses He 
expects, he said, increased incen­
tive tow ard construction, w ith 
m ore m ortgage money available.

Such a ¡»olicy, he said, should 
increase sales of building m a te r i­
als. At year end, plywood prices 
w ere raising slightly , and dem and 
was holding fairly  firm, although 
the big jum p in orders was ex ­
pected a f te r  inventory-taking tim e 
the first of the  year.

E stes L. Morton, president of 
the Oregon S ta te  Bank, also fore­
cast a prosperous year ahead, and 
said he expected Brookings toO ther en terta in m en t was pro- * /M ^ tre c i » look ings to

vided by Freddy Fox, who sang ^ont,nue >ts grow th. Bank
tw o tenor solos and by m em bers >us*,u ss  or ,h<> Past year, he 
nf tho i sa ,d - surpassed all expectations,of the B arbershoppers who sang 
Roy Brown was m aste r of cert 
monies.

Jacket Makers 
To Meet Thursday

Santa Busy 
Around Here

C hristm as activ ities w en  
ing way this week to New Y ear’s I n,‘>’ig reamer 
celebrations, and the children 1 1,.C? m ’nR Vear

. .  W i t h  m n e t  H i

giv-

and there was no indication of 
any dow nturn  to come.

Mr. M orton said, also, th a t 
businesses here should continue 
to grow during the coming year. 
His organization plans to  build 
a new building to house the bank 
in 1954, and o th er building plans 
a re  being readied in the city  for

W ith most business men re 
porting, it seemed to boil down 
to th is: Business in 1953 here 
was grxxl, and w hat li tie slow ­
ness there  was seemed to bother 
this area less than  most. And all

w ere se ttling  down to a fairly 
norm al routine.

The Chetco Home Extension W ith C hristm as wef k over, it 
Unit held th e ir regu lar m eeting was evident that S an ta  C laus 
D ecem ber 23, a t the home of been the busiest man in town 
Florence Davis, w ith 14 present. 1 Locally he m ade th ree  public ap- ^ i s  w e t
T here was a gift exchange, fol- ix-arences. w ith q u p e  n few mo’-e 1 f° recas,s  88 Y th a t business here 
lowed by refreshm ents. Ip rivefe  ones

Those m em bers of the unit who High sjxit of bis Brookings sta> iOtTiing year, 
a re  m aking woolen jack e ts  are  wa® the C om m unity tre  in from  
rem inded th a t there  will be an °f the C entral building, w here he 
all-day  m eeting at the G range passed out candy to local chil- 
H all on Thursday. Jan . 7, s t a r t - I ‘Iren, w ith the aid of the Volun- 
ing a t 10:30. M em bers a re  to I te e r  Firem en, 
bring a sack lunch. It will be He m ade tw o o th er appearances 

h ire , visiting T ots to Teens and 
F reem an’s M arket on C hristm as 
Eve. to ta lk  to children in thp 
tw o stores. And he spent C h ris t­
m as night try ing  to fulfill his 
promises.

should rem ain  good through the

followed by m eetings Jan u a ry  14 
and 21.

Tho regu lar m eeting of the unit 
is scheduled for W ednesday, Jan  
20. w ith cake-decorating the order 
ot the day. It will lx? an all-day 
m eeting, with a pot-luck lunch

F r. E rnest B artiam  who has 
been a t the C hetco Inn, for some 
time, is leaving Tuesday m orning 
for an indefinite s tay  in Eugene.
<---- ---------------------
Lucky-7 Dance
New Year's Eve

Boy Injured 
In Wringer

PTA To Meet
The Pa ren t-T eachers Associa­

tion w ill meet Thursday. Jan . 7 at I Eight year old M ik- Upm eyer 
* schfX>1- according to President w as trea ted  by Dr. Ronniger on

* rs Ellen Arrell. W ednesday for injuries sustained
Subject of the m e tin g  is r c- when hi caught his hand in a 

reation. T ie  secord grade will w ringer. Several stitches w ere
.»»Tie re fre sh m e n ts  necessary

M embers of the Luckv-7 
club are sponsoring a dance 
for ail teen-agers in B r o k ­
ings, to be held at the VFW 
hall on New Y ear’s Eve. R 
fresbm ents will be served by 
th« Lucky-Sevenettes.

T he d a te  in an advertise­
m ent for the dance inside the 
paper is in e rro r The correct 
d a te  is New Y ear’s Eve. De­
cem ber 31V


