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Shall District 17 Withdraw?
The voters of School D is tric t 17C w ill ballot next Monday 

on whether or not this d is tric t should w ithd raw  from  the County 
R ura l School D is tric t.

On the surface, it may not appear to be a very im portant 
issue. A ctua lly , it is, Ix ith in the m atte r o f finances and in the 
contro l of our schools.

Under the present plan, Schools in C u rry  County are adm in­
istered by a five-man board chosen from  the county at large. 
One of them may or may not be a resident of this d is tric t.

Among the functions of th is group is one ca lling  fo r them 
to apfxirtion tax receipts fo r the county schools among the county 
schools. To do so. they often find it necessary to cut the budget 
which the ind iv idua l d is tric ts  have submitted. When that hap­
pens, the ind iv idua l d is tric t has to re tu rn  to its own voters to 
make up the difference.

Last year, fo r example, the County School Board cut D is tric t 
17C’s budget by $14.351. But even worse fo r local taxpayers was 
the faot that they had payed in to  the county-w ide fund $27,- 
538.00 more than they received, and were s t i l l  short the $14,000 
which had been cut from  the local d is tr ic t’s budget.

The amount which D is tr ic t 17 pays in to  the fund over its 
receipts is hard to figure, because it w ill vary from  year to year. 
School board members are sure it w ill average at least $20,000 
per year, and w ith  last year as an example, that seems to be 
modest.

But more im portan t than money is the q ua lity  of our schools, 
and the County R ura l School D is tr ic t has long been abused in 
Oregon. Dr. H o ly ’s w ell-know n report on Oregon education says: 
“ In  many instances the ru ra l board has accepted the least ade­
quate provision w ith in  the county as standard, and th is has 
tended to bring a ll the d is tric ts  down to this lowest level.”  This 
is, we fear, true also o f C urry  County.

W hatever we decide, we must do it now. State law provides 
that we must vote on the question w ith in  90 days of the census, 
o r remain w ith in  the R ural D is tric t forever. I f  we fa il to vote 
fo r  w ithdraw a l, we cannift vote again at a la te r time. We go 
out now or not at a ll.

And we cannot see that we have a single th ing to gain by 
rem ain ing w ith in  the County Rural School D is tric t. By w ith ­
draw ing, we w ill make large financial savings, hut more im por­
tant than that, we w ill have regained contro l of our schools 
here at home. On every count, we are certa in  that we should 
vote fo r w ithdraw al.

( T late years as Christmas ap­
proaches, I find myself, strangely 
enough, looking forward w is tfu lly  
to the tim e when I  shall be a 
grandfather.

This newly developing a ttitude  
on my part is, I believe, due to 
the fact in my opinion Christmas 
day w ithou t the wee tots around 
is as depressing as I imagine it 
would lie fo r an American to be 
alone in S ta lingrad on the Fourth  

; of July.
My youngsters are d ignified 

teen-agers now which means that 
this Christm as m orning w ill be 
devoid of the screeches and 
skueals of genuine delight over 
the newly unwrapped doll which 
cries and wets. N e ither w ill there 
he in evidence the boyish exuber­
ance as an ambitious lad tries 
boring holes in the d in ing room 
table w ith  one of his new carpen­
tering  tools.

Each year I  miss more the 
sloppy kisses and the day-long 
‘thank you ’s”  which, in the past, 

always follow'ed the m orning dis­
tr ibu tion  of the g ifts  le ft by San­
ta. Selfish ly perhaps. I am also 
missing the fun I once had in as­
sembling the tra in  tracks, help­
ing in the f irs t construction un- 1 
dertaking w ithe the new* erector 
set. and acting as baby s itte r fo r 
the daughter’s latest addition to 
the doll fam ily .

Of course, we s t il l have C hris t­
mas. But a ll the g ifts  w ill be so 
depressinglv sensible. Worse yet, 
everyone w ill be expecting them. 
Thus a ll the de ligh tfu l element 
o f surprise w ill be smothered by 
the ce rta in ty  tha t no one w ill be 
forgotten, regardless of how good 
or bad he has been the proceeding 
year. The very fact that the 
Christm as dinner w ill be consid­
ered of equal importance in the 
day’s activ ities  is an indication 
in itse lf o f the manner in which 
the festiv.ties have deteriorated.

That is why I can see the ad- 
antage of someday being a grand­

father. Then once more th » 
Christmas tree w ill come a li\e  
and the day w ill once again d m- 
onstra te that " i t  is more blessed 
to give than to receive” .
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LOOKING FOR FISH
M r and M rs Dean Thompson 

and Mr. and Mrs. Ray Sequin of 
Salem, spent Monday fishing the 
Chetco and the W inchuck. The> 
reported beautifu l rivers but no 
fish except fo r  one "flounder or 
som ething" Ray snagged o ff the 
rocks at M ill Beach.

SAY M ERRY CHR ISTM AS 
W ITH FISHING GEAR FROM 
G A LLA G H E R ’S T A C K LE  SHOP

Foi Gifts See Ye 1 tons

. i .. t.

LETTER TO EDITOR
For my friends and pals in the 

Plywood from  Scottie in Barnes 
hospital, Vancouver, Ward 7.

W ell, Boys, I  guess I ’m once 
more in the d rive r’s seat. A fte r 
1 ’ 2 months, the Doc th inks I can 
come home fo r Christmas, so all 
get ready fo r some kidding. I 
hear some of the boys are sliding 
around on knots and getting re­
lief. T h a t’s not what I used to 
call it. Ask Ed Ravekes what i t ’s 
called.

This sure is some swell place. 
The nurses young and pre tty  foxy 
(ha ha). The feeds are fine. 
There are over 600 patients in ail 
kind of shapes. O ur doctor is one 
of the seven best in the U. S. 
What made mine so tough is the 
mistakes the doc made in 1945, so 
this tim e it called fo r a fu ll sized 
job, and at my age it was about 
a ll the old cuss could take. But 
w ith  a lot of kicking, and loud 
ta lk, it seems as i f  I ’ll be back 
to raise the devil w ith  some of 
you. Especialy that long legged 
guy w ho you call Andy, or the Big 
Shot. I ’d like to have a round 
w ith  him today. So would you. 
W ell it w ill w ait, Andy Boy, un til 
then.

So this is to a ll you fellows at 
the Plywood and Sawm ill, and 
don’t forget the Engine Room 
Good luck to all, A Happy C hris t­
mas and New Year, and old Scot­
tie  w ill soon he seeing you.

F. E. (Scottie) BLACHLY.

in the w o rld ” —Come, come now, 
M r. E d ito r; since when has com­
munism become im portan t enoucn 
to fear? (H e ll bombs and ” G” 
gas notw ithstand ing).

I f  we must fear someone let us 
a t least choose someone oui 
equals or better. A t any rate all 
that I ’ve been able to learn about 
Ivan to date is th is :— (a) A fte r 
W orld  W ar I I  a great deal of 
trouble was caused by the com­
m unists because they lived in 
underground cells, they came out 
once every year, on May Day, to 
see i f  they cast a shadow, they 
always did. .

(b) The communists owe the r 
o rig in  to K a rl, oldest of the Marx 
Brothers, who described the rest 
o f the w orld  in a book called Das 
K apu t-a ll. A lthough no one has 
ever read it. it  is w ide ly discussed.

(c) Communists go around w ith 
clenched fists and thus are ter­
r ib ly  hard to shake hands with.

So, fo r m y money, M r. Editor, 
I ’ll s t il l regard Ivan  w ith  simple 
humorous contempt.

A. D eP H ILLIP S .

W hile  I  hold no brief for J. 
M cC arthy and his ilk  I non-the- 
lcss take note of a statement in 
your ed ito ria l on “ T h '' Issue in 
1954" to i t :  “ Because we hate and 
Fear communism we mus

Straley-Hahn 
Wed Sunday

A lta  Hahn of Grants Pass, Ore 
and Lee S tra ley of H arbor were 
united in m arriage Sunday, Dec. 
13, 1953 by Charles Schaal.

The couple were attended by 
M r. and Mrs. Percy Evans and 
M r. and Mrs. Lloyd Morrison. 
Follow ing the wedding the party  
had dinner at the Smorgahbord in 
Crescent C ity  .

The S tra leys w il l  make then- 
home on H ighw ay 101 in South 
Harbor.

CORSAGES 
CUT FLOWERSFítaM

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS

McVAY'S on the WINCHUCK
Harbor. Ore.

(irange Party
Saturday Eve

The Chetco Grange No. 765 w ill 
•hold th e ir Christm as party  F r i­
day, Dec. 18. at 8 pm . A ll 
Grangers and the ir friends are in- 
'  ifed. ( l if ts  are to he exchanged 
and adults are asked to bring a 
g if t  not less than 50 cents in 
value Parents are askixl to bring 
a g ift fo r th e ir own children and 
marked w ith  the child's name.

A Christmas program w ith  
Santa and a ll the trim m ings is 
planned.

Anyone having a Christmas 
pc'ce or song to com riby te  to the 
program  w ill be welcome.

Phone 2568

Makes a wonderful gift 
and a swell way to say

"M e rry  Christmas”
O R E G O N  S T A T E  B A N K

BROOKINGS, OREGON
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