
Historical Notes
By MAX

In this issue of the P ilot will 
begin the publication of a ra re  
series concerning the ea rly  day 
Indian tribes of C urry  County. 
It is probably the best account 
available and is a verbatim  t r a n ­
script, m ade by Mrs. K a th ryn  
H arris, then county school super­
intendent, of a ta lk  given by the 
late Fred Moore, of Gold Beach, 
in 1927. U nfortunately  a m ap used 
by Mr. Moore, and to which he 
re fers in his ta lk , has been lost, 
so far as is known, but the de­
scriptive m ateria l suffic ien tly  
covers the  m a tte r  so all the 
tribes and families can be locat, 
cd, even w ithout the m ap.

Mr. Moore was said to  nave 
been the first w hite boy born in 
C urry  County, on w hat is now 
known as the C harles Doyle place, 
in W edderbum , on Ju ly  10, 1869, 
and during his en tire  life, was 
fam iliar w ith such natives as 
stayed  on in the county, and their 
descendants, as well as the m any 
who came back from  elsew here 
to  visit th e ir  old hau n ts  — and 
F red  Moore.

In to  Mr. M oore’s story, the 
compiler, M. S. B rainard , has in­
serted  notes bringing certa in  
points into a b e tte r focus m ade 
possible by fu r th e r research.

Address given by F red  Silas 
Moore, a t Gold Beach. M arch 28, 
1927, concerning his boyhood re ­
collections of the Indian fam ilies 
along the coast of C urry  County. 
T he m ap referred  to has been lost.

The m ap on the proceeding 
page shows the nam es of the 
principal tribes who owned the 
country  a t the  tim e of the com­
ing of the first w hite man. It also 
show’s the approxim ate bound­
aries of th e ir holdings, the  loca­
tion of the principal Indian vil­
lages and gives the Ind ian  nam es 
of the im portan t s tream s alng 
the coast. As w’e know C urry  
C ounty now, it is bounded on the 
east by Josephine county, the di­
viding line being an irre g u la r  line 
following ranges of m ountains 
and stream s. It is bounded on the 
no rth  by Coos C ounty and a cor-
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ner of D ouglas County, on the 
west by the Pacific Ocean, and on 
the south by the 42nd., parallel 
of latitude. Yqu who have tra v e l­
ed south in to Del N orte County, 
C alifornia, along the old road, 
have noticed, about a q u a r te r  of 
a mile south of the W inchuek 
River, a m onum ent about five feet 
high, standing  west of the road 
It has the w-ord "O regon”, pain ted  
on the north  side and "C aliforn ia” 
on the  south side, w ith "S ta te  
Line" on the east and west sides. 
T hat m onum ent stands on the 
42nd., parallel of la titude, which 
is the boundary betw een Oregon 
and California. In early  tim e, a 
com fortable house stood east of 
the road, opposite th is m onu­
ment. The 42nd., parallel of la t i ­
tude ran through the cen te r of 
this house and it is said the  fam ­
ily slept in the s ta te  of C alifornia 
and cooked and a te  in the s ta te  
of Oregon.

The language or dialect of the 
d ifferen t tribes shown on the m ap 
differed considerably but it was 
sim ilar enough for m em bers of 
one trib e  to  converse w ith m em ­
bers of an o th er tribe. Therefore, 
w'e m ight call it a language com ­
mon to all the Coast Indians. You 
w'ill notice th a t these Indian 
w ords a re  divided into syllables, 
w ith hyphens between. The Indian 
had a peculiar way of dividing 
words into syllables w ith an

abrup t and distinct pause in be­
tw een them . The language was 
made up of a com bination of g u t­
tural, g run ting  hissing, and c luck­
ing sounds. These sounds w ere 

j such th a t very few o th er than 
their own people could im itate  
them. For that reason, early  w rit- 

1 ers d iffered very much in the 
spelling of Indian words. In m ak ­
ing the map, the  spelling adopted 
was used by Hon. J. L. P arrish , 
an early  Indian agent, in m aking 
his rep o rts  to the governm ent. It 
m ay be th a t his spelling would 
no n ea re r represent the ac tua l 
pronunciation of the words by the
Indians than  the w riting  or spell­
ing of others, but it has the ad ­
vantage of at least being official.

The first Indian tribe in the 
N orth, the QUA-TO-MAS. was 
large and pow erful and owned 
considerable te rr ito ry  north  of 
w hat is now C urry  County. This 
extended from n ea r the NES-A- 
I IL-CO, or, to us, the Cocquille 
River, along the coast to a point 
south of Port O rford, known now 
as H um bug M ountain. T heir e a s t­
ern boundary extended to the 
sum m it of the Coast Range of 
m ountains. The Indians placed 
very little  value upon the in terio r 
of the coun try  except as range 
for the thousands of deer and elk

which grazed in the valleys, 
p ra iries and hills.
(N ote : T here is definite proof 
th a t the Indians used the "back 
coun try .” N um erous signal fires 
sites have been found on Mt. 
Emily, Snow Camp, at Game Lake 
ami Iron and Salm on m ountains. 
It is also known the Indians 
traversed  the area, m ain tain ing  
a trad e  of coastal produets-shell, 
m ateria ls  for fabrics, ehit tern,
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dried  sea foods, at least, for pes- 
les. obsidian, agate , etc. The coast­
al Indians of this locality did not 
m ake any cooking utensils o th er 
than  reed baskets covered w ith 
clay, which was baked on to 
them .)
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Fast, Efficient Cleaning & Pressing!

PICK-UP AND DELIVERY SERVICE! 
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Buy Gifts for the Home
Our Stock of Furniture is the most complete ever. 
We invite you to come in and look around.

Lounge Chair for Dad

In Durable Plastic
Red, Green and Grey

$99-50

\ Come In and Have a 
\ Safety Check 
\ Free
I Lights

ZHorn
Brakes

Exhaust Svstem

II
A Rocker for Mother

Large assortment of Covers, Odors 
and styles.

Priced from $37.95
Hassocks

Many Styles and Colors

Steering

Make Our Highways Safeways

See Us for the Best in Used Cars

$1375 i

J
For E xam ple: 1951 HUDSON HORNET, 5-Pass- 
enger C iupe. H ydra-M atic Drive, clean

Mennfag Buick
years in the automobile business 

H'e specialize on General Motors Cars 

On Highway 101 North End of Town

Mirrors
Large Assortment of 

Shapes and Sizes
Plate (»lass Bevelled

$8.95 and up 
Table Lamps

I fugc stock to select from 
over 75 in stock

Priced from 5.95

Tables
End fables 

(o liee tab les 
Mahogany or 

Blonde 
TV  Tables 
Priced from 

$19.95

Hendricks Furniture
PHONE 2841 BROOKINGS, OREGON


