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The Issue on the Highway
Since the tim e we first began com m enting on 

of a few landow ners in the Gold Beach area  to a 
highw ay for f u r r y  County, we have received

the opposition 
lim ited access 
two opposing

from landow ners there, one of which is p rin ted  in this

fellow has a 
say th a t Mr.

c lea r off

le tte rs  
issue.

No one ever likes to adm it th a t the o ther 
point, including me. But I ’m going to have to 
Knox of W edderburn does have one.

The only trouble w ith it is th a t it is a point 
the rriain argum ent.

Mr. Knox c ites the need in this county for secondary’ s ta te  
system  ot roads in this county broadened to include access 
to the vtlley, and to perm it g re a te r  access to the in terio r. Most 
especially, w e’d like to see one up the C hetco river.

So we have no argum ent there. N or do we disagree w ith 
the position th a t the s ta te  m ain tain  the present location of 
101 for a scondary s ta te  highway. T hat, too is v itally  necessary 
to  give access to lands th a t lie along it now, as well as to 
channel access into 101 at the  proper points.

But when Mr. Knox says th a t Judge F o rsy th ’s tr ip  to 
P o rtlan d  was to  plead for such secondary roads, he has an 
advan tage  on us because, as far as we know, he is the only m an 
on record as cred iting  the  Judge w ith thost m otives. C erta in ly  
th e  P ortland  papers w ere of the opinion th a t the  Judge w as 
th e re  to p ro test access and location provisions of 101, and the 
Highway Commission seemed to have the sam e opinion. W e’re 
not sure w hat the Judge 's  opinion is, since we see him ra re ly  
in th is end of th e  county.

But even if we w ere to g ran t the m otives th a t Mr. Knox 
gives the Judge, we'd still question the necessity of the trip , 
since Mr. Baldock of the S ta te  H ighway D epartm en t assured 
local residents at the Gold Beach hearing th a t he would recom ­
m end the m ain ta inance of the ex isting  road as a s ta te  h igh­
way. And, if the Judge was pleading for additional secondary 
roads, we see no point in the u p ro a r . . . since th a t w ouldn’t be 
re la ted  to  the question of controlled access on 101.

W e’re  afra id  that w e’ve come righ t back to  the sam e old 
po in t: Should the S ta te  Highway Commission, in re ro u tin g  101, 
build an open access highway along the coast o r n o t?  Mr. 
Knox and o th ers  w ith com m ercially  su itab le  p roperty  along 
th e  right-of-w ay th ink  they should. We don’t.

We don't think so because such a highway would he a death  
tra p  w ith m odern tra ffic  conditions. U nrestrieted  access would 
m ake diiv ing  this highw ay a hazard which would drive tou rists 
from  this county just as surley as the present curves do.

Such a highway is a lready  outm oded And to line it w ith  
com m ercial estab lishm en ts would only destroy  the one o u t­
standing  asset we have . . . our scenery.

1 may, as Mr. Knox says, he prejudiced. I'm  very fond of 
this county, and I d like to see it grow and prosjx'r. To do so 
we m ust conquer o u r m ain obstacle . . . our d ifficu lt t ra n s ­
porta tion  problem .

And 1 think 1 understand  Mr. K nox’s views. C ertain ly  if 
I owned pro jierty  along the highway which I hoped to develop 
com m ercially, I’d also be predjudiccd. the o ther way. But the 
cost of developing th a t p roperty  by an open access highw ay 
would he too groat in lives, in property  dam age, and in lost 
opixirt unity for this county to pay.

Outdoor Lights For Christmas
We re heartily  in favor of the Azalea G arden C lub’s a n ­

n o u n c 'd  plans for a cam paign to have hx'al citizens decorate  
th e ir homes w ith outside lights for C hristm as.

N othing could do m ore to add to the a ttrac tiv en ess  of our 
city, during the com ing C hristm as season W ith the existing  
beauty that surrounds our homes, the C hristm as lights would 
be a final, perfect se ttin g  for our holidays.

Phe G arden Club has tem porarily lost their sparkplug. Mrs. 
Cilayds Lindskoug. who has been ill. But she’ll be back before 
C hristm as, and w e’re su re that she and the rem ainder of the  
ilu h  will sueeed in th e ir ob jective: to m ake B rokings the  m ost 
beautifu l c ity  on the coast this C hristm as.

D ear E d ito r:
I m ust w rite  in defense of our

County Judge Guy Forsy the, and 
the people of cen tra l C urry  in th? 
m a tte r  of highway location, and 
the u n fa ir criticism  of them . A fter 
carefu lly  reading your front page 
report on pro tests m ade at the 
last m eeting of the highway com ­
mission and your ea rlie r critica l 

d torial about ‘‘losing sleep,” 1 
convinced your judgm ent is

■ ee d  on lim ited inform ation o r
■ is . »form ation. Rem em ber the 
hl adage: “A m an’s judgm ent isno b e tte r than  his in fo rm atio n ?” 

P lease seek to get all of the facts 
before “jum ping  to conclusions.”

In the first place I have heard 
no one express any objection to 
a m odern highway or any serious 
objection to a “lim ited access” 
road providing it does not prevent 
developm ent of our resources. The 
location of a lim ited access road 
cannot help but have trem endous 
impact on the economy of an area  
such as ours. It has been our 
contention th a t some considera­
tion should be given to a to ta l 
economy of the com m unity, the 
county, and the s ta te  as a whole, 
as well as to engineering expedi­
ency alone.

In the second place, c u r judge 
appeared  before the commission 
to get th e ir com m ittm ent on 
m ain tain ing  necessary, abandoned 
road sections as secondary roads, 
so that m aintenance would not 
become an impossible dra in  on | 
county finance. Do you know that 
the highway departm en t had for­
m ally advised the county com­
m issioners th a t they should p re­
pare  th e ir budgets to take over 
the m aintenance of abandoned 
sections, such as the one over the 
hill on the Coast Hills ran ch ?  Do 
you know th a t the s ta te  now 
m ain tains less than eight miles 
of secondary roads in C urry  
coun ty? Now. don’t you think, 
out of all fa irness you should 
"give the devil his dues" and at 
least give the judge credit for 
getting  a prom ise out of the com ­
mission to m ain tain  a few more

graves have become so 
grown up w ith weeds that to say 
they are objects of pity would be 
p u tting  it mildly. Some of the 
grave stones have fallen over and 
most of the stakes which once 
m arked the  plots have long since 
been misplaced or destroyed, 
m aking it alm ost impossible to 
tell w here to select a plot. W on­
der what could he the cause for 
all th is?  Could it he that the 
people have been too busy round­
ing up them  th a rr  $$$?

I surm ise that the cem etery 
hoard of d irectors have worried 
about the deplorable situation un­
til they a re  about to g b e  up in 
disgust, due to lack of co-opera­
tion  and appreciation plus '»suffi­
cient funds to get on with the 
work according to plans. A fter 
all we should bear in mind that 
the d irectors have work to do afso.

I t  seems to me th a t if the 
churches, clubs and o ther good 
people in Brookings and vicinity 
really  w anted to do som ething on 
the constructive side they would 
re fra in  from griping and com ­
plaining about trivial m atters  long 
enough to sponsor a movement to 
"redeem" the Brookings Cem etery

County Library 
Committee Named

Ten people to serve on the 
C urry  C ounty A rea L ib rary  Com­
m ittee of the Oregon L ibrary  As­
sociation w ere appointed  last 
w’eek by C harles F. Doane. Gold 
Beach, chairm an of the com m it­
tee.

Two m em bers w ere chosen 
from the B rokings-H arbor area; 
Rose Poole, and Wm. G. Phelps. 
O thers appointed w ere : Donna 
Churchill, Langlois, Doris Olson. 
P o rt O rford, A. F. N iem an, Port 
Orford, Ann Ryan. Ophir, Wickes 
Shaw; Gold Beach, Lucille Mon­
roe, Gold Beach, G rover Rasch, 
P isto l River.

in o th er w ords clean  up the 
grounds of th e  cem etery  ship 
shape sm ack to  the p roperty  line 
on 1, 2, 3, 4 sides and restake  the 
plots. This would certa in ly  be a 
long step  in the rig h t direction 
tow ard b e tte rin g  o u r com m unity 
and surely  a God-send to every­
one .

J. GAWE,
D. W. Gill Apts.
C orner Willow and Spruce St.
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McVAY'S on the WINCHUCK

m iles of secondary roads in Curry 
county ?

The biggest problem, howevc»’, 
is the norm al and m axim um  d e ­
velopm ent of residential, recrea­
tional and industrial potential 
th a t may he facilitated  or inh ib it­
ed by unwise location of a lim ited 
access road. The developm ent ot 
tax base to m eet the increasing 
dem and for tax expenditures and 
m any o th er problem s should get 
com plete consideration. At one 
time, in the la te  th irties the s ’a te  
planning commission sponsored a 
project to m ake a "prim itive a re a ”

1 ol the whole county, m ake a s ta te
park ot the a rea  outside the na 

J tional forest, and "freeze” all de­
velopm ent. This was opposed by 
the C urry  county people, hut the 
highway commission can still ac ­
com plish almost the sam e resu lts 
th rough the lim ited access road 
law, and the purchase of land for 
s ta te  parks. The people in the 

'co u n ty  and the areas affected, 
have had no voice in developing 
policy in this very im portan t land
use problem.

This is the viewpoint we have 
tried  to place before the com m is­
sion, and certain ly  does not justify  
the criticism  and prejudice ex- 
presst'd in your paper. I hope you ' 
will find room in the next issue to 
bring this correction to the a t te n ­
tion of your readers, and to 
correct an injustice th a t many 
feel has been done.

Yours very truly.
RO BERT M KNOX. 
W edderburn. Ore
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NORTHWESTERN
NOW  PAYING 20  PER CENT

dividends to policyholders on 

fire insurance on their homes 

and household effects !

S E E

Arthur Knox Insurance Agency
Your Local

NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL FIRE ASSOCIATION
Agent f

, POPPING

H arlxir, O re Phone 2368

To the E ditor of the P ilo t:
L E I 'S  EACE IT  all the best

people I have talked to. in regard  
to the Brookings cem etery, agree 
th a t the upkt'ep ol the cem e ten

Take a Good Look at Brookings
H This year, our merenants have gone 

e . out to bring you a fine selection of 
merchandise.

Shelves are groaning with the finest 
products of American industry, priced to 
moke your Christmas the best and bright­
est ever. ’

Be wise! Before you buy be sure to

Shop Brookings First 

It Pays!

O R E G O N  S T A T E  B A N K
BROOKINGS. OREGON

T our Dependable Home Institution
Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
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