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Historical Notes Tell of
Curry County's Hangings

E dito r’s N ote: These historical 
notes on C urry  C ounty are from 
th e  file of Max B rainard, and are  
composed from  the largest col- 
lection of au then tica ted  d a ta  on 
th e  county.

Occasionally, local people m ay 
have inform ation concerning the 
happenings m entioned in these 
notes which Max does not possess. 
If  you have any such inform ation, 
any records, or any stories of the 
«•arly days of this county, come 
in and w. ’ll put you in touch w ith 
M ax. H e’d like to talk  to you.

By MAX BRAINARD 

HANDING

'h e  first 'egal execution to tak*» 
place m C urry  C ounty was soon 
n fte r  Aug. 15. 1861, George Sulli- 
'  an and George Brown w ere hung 
and buried near the site of the 
p n  sent Gold Beach High School 
lo r the m urder of Eliza Ann G ra­
ham. whose rem ains rest in a 
m arked erave in the old Gold 
heaep cem etery.

Eliza \n n , “Lizzie”, was the 18- 
•*'*’ o ’d w ard of Dennis and 

"«■t Cuniff. Over her. the 
day d :d much gum 
her pa rent a

M ar

hi > 
now

cu -
na

of the 
as to ige

oven the echoes a re  dead.
I'o  vever, tli - sto, \ is the two 

" h o  w -re  hong accosted and as- 
-'■odfed Lizzie on the frail, that 
th e  slaugh tered  dam sel was past 
recognizing her assa ilan ts and 
ihat the V igilantes were over en­
thusiastic  and that the male vie- 
urns w ere s tran g e rs  who w ere 
tilted  to nooses w he ther they 
liked the fit o r not. Some old 
folks reported, years later, hear- 
sa> that there  was a decrease in 
local m ale |>opulation about that 
time, sort of un-related  to the 
hanging.

On the second of July, in ’62, 
the county court refused S G. 
K e rr’s bill as coroner in the case

S t i l l  an o th er controversial 
hanging was that of Coleman Gil­
lespie. O ctober 5. 1900. in the 
Gold Beach jail yard, for the m u r­
der of Mrs. C hristina Edson. Gil­
lespie was sentenced by Judge I 
W. H am ilton and the certificate  
Of execution w itnesses was signed 
t'.v DeLoss W oodruff, W illiam C. 
Lake, Joseph C rockett. W. H 
Crook, C. S. W insor. Erank A. 
S tew art, Thom as Sm ith, John 
Jensen, N. B Moore, W C B ur­
row, John R Miller, with Jam es 
W alker, sheriff, and M auritz 
I ritsche, his deputy.

Poor old lady C hristina had 
haril life. As the wife of 
< eiM*l she was cap tu red  by 
1 films. in F ebruary , 1X56,

hut

a
John

the
to-

ge’he-r with her tw o daughters, 
a f te r  the reds had killed her h u s ­
band and two little  sons, and 
burned their cabin. She had come 
across the plains, w ith her little  
family, from Ohio, in ’53.

On July  10, 1X58, C hristina, and 
h rank Buggy w ere m arried  by C. 
W. Weaver. J P„ w ith F rederick  
L bcr and Jason J. McVay present. 
But this didn’t seem to be an 
agreeab le hookup About five! 
years la te r  F rank  appears to have 
sold most of his holdings and 
( h ris tin a ’s pleas for a divorce 
Horn F rank  was g ran ted  in the 
Circuit court session of June 8 
1865

H er next m atrim onial venture 
•as with a Scotchm an, Jam es 

f ate, whom she m arried  Dec. 8. 
1869, Peace Justice  John Dewey 
lying the knot, w ith George Scud- 
dci and Ann Geisel as witnesses.
< Ann was C h ris tin a ’s daughter, 
the baby her m other took with 
her into cap tiv ity  at the  Gold 
Peach stockade and at the time 
o f  this m arriage, she was around 
1.’ years old, C hristina petitione l 
for a divorce in the S pring of ’71 
and t was granted at the June 5 
s ssion of that year, she to re; ime 
her “m aiden’’ nam e and pay the 
costs of the divorce, 88.75! ’Ph * 
divorce court was held in the dis­
tric t school house “near A J i 
Edson’s”, which was then on th? 
east side of the road near th » 
Geisel monum ent south  drivew ay 
Testim ony of w itnesses at this 
tria l reported  P ate  as averring,
“If I hadn’t acted like a C hina­

man tow ard her, her head would 
have been off long ago!” P ate, in 
cidentally, had departed  the ju r is ­
diction some considerable time 
previously. N ote that th is m arita l 
ven tu re  lasted but 18 m onths.

Avery Johnson Edson w as born 
about 1825 and in ’54 w as in Port 
O rford w here he got a liquor li­
cense Mar. 28. 1X56. He was, 
betim es, county sheriff, and in his 
la t te r  years had a sm all sto re at 
the “Edson R ange”, location cited 
ahoy e.
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I1 red Moore told how he and 
r rank  Ba ley stopped into the 
' Id m an’s store, one day. and Mr. 
Edson was in a back room, hum ­
ming and ta lk ing  to himself. They 
decided he had company, so 
w aited. When he at last spied 
them  he cam e to the front of the 
sto re and asked why they didn 't 
holier for him.

"W e heard  you talk ing  and 
thought you had com pany.”

No. I was ju st ta lk in g  to my-
s If."

"W hat good does that do y o u ? ” 
“W hen T talk . I like to ta lk  to 

a sm art man. so I ta lk  w ith Old 
Man Edson.”

Mr. Edson had been a widower 
lor some years, his first wife hav­
ing been H arriet Colem an, aunt of 
Coleman Gillespie, and by her he 
had a son, Tom, born about 1854,

j "  ho homestead» d the range about 
w here the pow er I no now crosses 
the highw ay and also Edson 
( 'reek , north of W edderburn.

I he elder Mr. Edson m arried, 
as his second venture. C hristina 
Geisel. M arch 12, 1879, by E lder 
John Mansfield, at her home, w itn 
Dennis Cuniff and Mike Riley as 
w itnesses, and they lived to g eth er 
p r t i l  M arch 24. 1893, when the 
husband passed aw ay His 
m ains were buried in the 
Gold Beach cem etery .

How if cam e about that 
widow moved in to  town has 
yet been tu rned  up but, in 
old age, she had a little  cabin, 
s itu a ted  on a sm all bench still to 
b e  seen across the highw ay from 
the Sunset Inn. in Gold Beach 
and there  it w as th a t she mm 
her end which, «according to re ­
ports. was very sad and gruesom e, 
on Septem ber 20. 1899. H er su r­
vivors w ere then lisied as daugh-

ig» u as ner first child. M ary, is 
listed as having been born in 
H am ilton  County, Ohio, in 1843.

P urely  hearsay, f r o m  old- 
t m ers, has it that Col» m an was 
a fam iliar, at her cabin, packing 
"  ood and w a te r and doing e r ­
rands for the old lady, that she 
w as the recipient of a sm all gov­
ernm ent check. (Mrs. Geisel had 
filed an indem nity claim  am o u n t­
ing to $5,450.17 against the gov­
ernm ent “for p roperty  captured, 
burnt, or destroyed, by the Rogue
River Indians, then under super- 
in tenance of Capt. Benjam in 
W right . . . which said dam age 
tors, Anne Pom pinilla and M ary 
Blake. She m ust have been quite

'  V 4 1 I V V A  U  I I  J 1 <

ary, 1X56” ) And the o ldsters said 
Col» man took the old lady’s check, 
killed her and burned the cabin, 
and fled on a borrowed »horse.

But there  is a definite chance 
in all hearsay  m aterial. Mostly, 
the above Edson-Gillespie m ateri- 

| al is a digest of the court records.

Fanny L. Gillespie closed the 
tour m onths’ school term , at P is­
tol River, October, 1X89, having 
had the following pupils under hei* 
charge: John Crook, W illie and 
Maud W alker, Albert. B ertha. 
H annah, and Elsie Snodgrass, 
Ruby Forgy, and John. Allen, and 
Edw ard Lawrence.
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Special conditions in this area require proper design- 

I  mg. Don t throw your money down the drain
through faulty construction.
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READY MIX 
CONCRETE

(Our sand and gravel is washed, screened 
and weighed to give full measure and 

proper proportions of aggregate, to insure 
quality)

Crushed Gravel 
River Run Sand and Gravel

Rock Fill Material 
Clay Fill 

Black Top Soil 
River Silt 

Clam Shell Soil 
Concrete Pipe and Ditching 

NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO LARGE

Brookings RED-E-MIX Concrete Co.


