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Historical Notes
On Curry County

By MAX BRA INARD

NOTE'S ON T H E  
M O RRISO N  FAMILY

in  the Gold Beach Ju stice  court 
ju ry  list of Oct. IK, 1858. appears 
th e  nam e of Israe l S. M orrison 
and, by inference, his w ife seems 
to  have been M ary, as th e re  is a 
record  of her death , on Feb. 19, 
1908, at the home of her son, 
H enry, at Sm ith River, and re fe r­
ence m ade to a daugh ter, Mrs 
Unican.

Isaac N. M orrison is also upon 
th e  ju ry  lists, a t Gold Beach, in 
Ja n u a ry  of 1858, but no re la tio n ­
sh ip  has yet been tu rned  of be- 
tv  )'u Israel and Isaac. Isaac had 
a ranch near Gold Beach, acco rd ­
ing to d a ta  dated  in Ju ly  of that 
y ea r and in ’61 he bought mining 
p roperty  on the south bank of the 
Rogue about th ree  miles below 
Ilia  he.

T he children of Israel so fat 
not» d by the w rite r  a re :

Lucinda Rebecca who first m a r­
ried W illiam N orburg, Feb. 19, 
1866, by Aaron Dyer, J P., wit It 
A N asburg and R W. D unbar as 
w itnesses. T here was no notation 
on th»» wedding record to show
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w here it took 
ably was at 
B each».

It is of esp cial note th a t this
W illiam N ordburg was a native of
Russia who fled the N ihilists, on
July  5, 1860, was a party  to the 
first land transaction  recorded in 
C urry  County outside of Port 
Orford, and possibly, according to 
law, was the first, anyw ay, in 
which both parties  w ere free from 
duress. W illiam bought, for $1,- 
178.21 a trac t in what is now 
"South H arbor”, being the N W 1», 
Sec. 15, Twp. 41, R. 13, from R 
S. Johnson.

Lucinda Rebecca and W illiam 
d idn’t get along so good and sh • 
divorced him July  16, 1886, being 
aw arded custody of Belle, 9. The 
court ru led  that their d au g h te r 
Nancy, 17, and son. F ranz, 1 1, 
could elect which parent they 
chose to live with.

Poor W illiam choked to death. 
July 4, 1912, at a »loin’s at Indian 
Creek and his heirs then listed 
as: Nancy (M ordicais) W right, 
13, of Port O rford; (N ancy had 
previously m arried  Charles Post, 
in ‘87, and he deceased in 1890. 
Bell»* (John R.) Miller, 35, of Port 
O rford; Franz, 40, of Port O rford; 
Sylvia C larno, g randdaughter, 21, 
of Port O rford, and W alter C la r­
no, 22, of Gold Beach, children of 
deceased »laughter, Alice.

Lucinda Rebecca and John U ni­
can were m arried  Jan. 5, 1887, by 
W illiam Tichenor, at her horn** 
(probably in P ort O rford), w ith 
O. Leneve and Jam es M ars as 
w itnesses. They had sons. H erbert 
and John H. Lucinda died at 
N orth Bend, Nov. 16, 1925, over 
four years a f te r  her husband.

S a r a  h C harlo tte , ano ther 
d augh ter of Israel, was born Dec.
18. 1814, at Knox County, Illi­
nois and she was m arried  to Asher 
(son of John) Moore, April 5 
1860, by Simon Lundry, countv 
judge, w ith S. J. Keen and A lm ira 
Flem ing as witnesses. Their home 
was on the site of the present 
home of Mr. and Mrs. C harles 
Doyle, on the Lobster Creek road, 
beyond W edderburn.

Before continuing w ith th * 
M orrisons it will in terest m any 
(hat this John Moore was the 
fa th er of Asher H., David L., Ra-

chel, Mary, Melissa Ann, and W il­
liam, as shown by his e s ta te  pro­
bate papers. He died on June 18. 
1876, in h :s 75th year.

Asher and S arah  C harlo tte  had 
son of b loved memory, Fred S i­
las, born M arch 14. 1861, and 
probably the first w hite boy horn 
in C urry  County. He held m any 
county offices and was widely 
known. D aughter, Dora Ellen, 
was born April 20, of ’63; and was 
last heard from  in Chicago, many 
years ago. A sher was horn March 
12. 1836, in H ighland County.
Ohio, cam e to Oregon in 1850, to 
C urry  County in ’57, and die»! at 
Gold Beach Oct. 1, 1907. His 
wife, Sarah, passed on Aug. 9, 
1913, and both lay in the old Gold 
Reach com» tcry.

Susannah M orrison, s is te r to 
the above, m arried  Robert Mc< 
Indoe and her sto ry  has appeared 
previously.

T here is a record or Allan Mor­
rison of Sm ith R iver visiting his 
sister, Mrs. S arah  Moore, a t Gold 
Beach, in O ctober of ’89.

T here is a W. H. Morrison 
buried at Sm ith River, who died 
Nov. 20. 1893, at the age of 84.

Jam es M. M orrison appears to 
have been born in Green County, 
Mo., Sept. 5, 1840, and settled  on 
Pistol river in 1891. He m arried 
M artha F., d au g h te r of Miller 
Cooley, M arch 5, 1895, the knot 
tied by Rev. J. W. Pendleton be­
fore Raleigh and N ettie  Scott. It 
is in teresting  to note th a t the 
Cooley family records show M ar­
tha to have been born Nov. 27, 
1857 (in Jackson County) which 
would have m ade her past the 
usually  accepted m arriageable 
age at that tim e around 38. They 
w ere m arried  a t M iller Cooley’s 
house (in H arbor). They la ter 
lived, for m any years, on the

Swearingens Surprised
The staff of the Post Office an 1 

th e ir fam ilies surprised  t h e  
Sw earingens last week w ith a 
house w arm ing.

P resent at the party  were Mr. 
a rd  Mrs. Art Pierce. Mr. and Mrs. 
Sam  G ott, Mr. and Mrs. F ran k  
T ygart, Mrs. Erm a Hansen. Miss 
Joy Gott, and Jim m ie T ygart, who

south bank of th* Chetco. w here 
Doyle G arvin m ade his fam ily's 
home for m any years. He was 
born in Green County, Mo., Sept. 
5, 1840 and when he died, the la t­
te r  .part of O ctober, 1921, he is 
recorded to have left no estate .

presented  Mrs. Sw earingen w ith 
a beautifu l house plant for her 
new home .

B. B. Crabb Co.
Bookkeeping

Pay Roll Taxes

Insurance  

K err Building

Brookings, Oregon
\ __

SAVE 
MONEY

ON
YOUR NEW HOME

OR COMMERCIAL BUILDING
Special conditions in this area require proper design­
ing. Don t throw your money down the drain 
through faulty eonstruction.

CONSULT

MACK G. MALCOLM
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

DR. W. H. TOWNSEND
Veterinarian

Announces Establishment of 
General Veterinary practice

r  ~ ^ ' v e r
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WHEN YOU SHOP IN COOS BAY ‘
Have your car Serviced

A t Lou Blanc, Inc.
Leave your packages in your car throughout the day

COMPLETE SERVICE - FAIR PRICES

-- Cadillac —  Oldsmobile —
— Safety-Tested Used Cars —

VISIT OUR WHOLF.S.VLE ROW

LO U  B L A N C ,  In c .
Across the street from the Poet Office In Cooe Bay

Office in Lesmeister Agency Ph. 2271

READY MIX 
C O N C R ETE

(Our sand and gravel is washed, screened 
and weighed to give full measure and 
proper proportions of aggregate, to insure 
quality)

Crushed Gravel 
River Run Sand and Gravel

Rock Fill Material 
Clay Fill 

Black Top Soil 
River Silt 

Clam Shell Soil 
Concrete Pipe and Ditching 

NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO LARGE

Brookings RED-E-MIX Concrete Co.
('entrai Bide. Phone 2442


