
SOUTH COAST MILLING COMBINES 
NEW MILL, TRANSPORTATION SET-UP 
TO BUILD NEW INDUSTRY

New Machinery Shown in South Coast Plant

The South Coast M illing Com­
pany, which went into operation 
last week, is a brand new affair 
in this neck of the woods. I t ’s 
new in lots of ways.

The plant, which lies ju st north 
of town beside its com panion 
company, South Coast Lum ber, is 
as modern as they m ake them . 
The long co rrugated  steel-clad 
building houses a collection of th-' 
newest things in the lum ber busi­
ness.

In terested  bystanders f r o m  
Brookings as well as lum berm en 
rom all over will get a chance 

‘ ) view the new mill F riday , Oct. 
9. wht n South Coast will hold 
open house. And it’s quite a mill.

Lum ber moves into the mill to 
be planed on a chain belt, which 
mow s the pile of lum ber dropped 
by the ca rrie r up to a brand new 
gadget. This gadget picks up the 
load, tilts  it, and s ta r ts  feeding 
the rough lum ber onto the belt 
which will take it, eventually  to 
the planer.

Before it gets to the planer, 
though, it has qu ite  a career. One 
roller moves it over, squares up 
the end, and feeds it onto a tow 
of saws The saw nearest the end 
slices off the tip of the lum ber, 
so that it is exactly  the length i t’s 
supposed to be. And while this is 
going on, ano ther gadget stam ps 
th« mill trade-m ark , “Socom i”, on 
it.

From  there it slides into the 
I n r, which spews planed lu m ­
ber out onto the green chain like 
spaghetti. But before it gets out 
»',* the mill, it has one m ore ob­
stacle to pass.

A grader, w atching the lum ber, 
looks at each piece carefu lly  as it 
pass s. If he spots a stick  th a t 
could be up-graded by a little  
’ rimming, he pulls it out a little . 
\  gadget called a m erry-go-round 
. icks it up, w hirls it out of the 
line, and runs it back to a re-saw  
man who’ll trim  up the piece, and 
thereby raise the grade — and 
the price.

From  South Coast i t ’s a 28 mile
truek ride to the Crescent C ity cellence of Sou thern  C urry  lum- 
doek. w here the lum ber is loaded 1 her plus th e ir excellent nroduc- 
on Sause B ro th er’s barges, and tion m ethods a re  giving them  a
hauled to Los Angeles by ocean­
going tug.

It isn’t juMt the mill th a t is new 
about South C oast’s set-up, i t ’s 
the whole package — from woods 
to Los Angeles. No one else has 
done anything quite  like this, a l­
though South Coast Lum ber has 
been shipping by barge for quite

awhile.
Why hasn’t it been done be­

fore? Well, as Bill F a lle rt, w ho’s 
president of both South  Coasts, 
will tell you, i t ’s kind of com pli­
cated.

In the  first place, i t’s a volum e 
deal. You don’t ship lum ber by 
barge in little  batches. South 
Coast plans for at least four m il­
lion feet jrer m onth, and m aybe 
more. They need that m uch to 
k(‘np the barges full, and to satis
\ Los Angeles dem and for Sou a 

ern C urry  iber wh eh, inci 
dentally , is highly ra ted  on the 
m arket down there.

T here a ren ’t m any m ills that 
produce that kind ol volume. It 
takes all of South C oast’s gadgets 
to do it. plus some ex tras. E x tra s  
like Bill F a lle rt who rutis the 
p lant, ami C harles Ames who 
keeps lum ber coming to it. Like 
W arren  S m ith  who keeps the 
m arket asking for South Coast 
products, and Bill Zickler. who, 
am azingly, keeps the records 
s tra igh t on w here it cam e from, 
w here i t’s going, and how to get
i there . O th er good men arc 

pessary, like Bill Boones, mill
orem an, and Jack  Howard, plan
-rman.

And it takes a lot of lumber-. 
More than any one mill around 
here is producing. So South Coast 
;s tak in g  up the production of at 
least, eight mills, pouring their 
rough lum ber into the mill, and

! dripping finished lum ber out 
T here a re  some p re tty  good s :z< d

1 nulls feeding lum ber to South 
j Coast, too.

It w orks out p re tty  well for 
everyone. B arge shipm ent is c u t­
ting tran sp o rta tio n  costs for 
South Coast, and th e ir trad e  
m arked, neatly  packaged lum ber 
is highly prized on the m a rk e t . . .  
so highly prized i t ’s sold before 
i t’s shipped. The rough mills like 
it. . , they dum p th e ir lum ber in 
South C oast’s yard, and th ey ’re 
through. . . As fa r as th ey ’re con­
cerned. the lum ber is sold. South 
Coast likes it. . . the n a tu ra l cx-

This is the tiltin g  loader, which takes a load of rough lum ber and feeds it into the chain 
which will carry  it into the planing mill. New m achinery keeps mill hum m ing Brookings 
S tudio Photo.

?!i ady m arket. And Los Angeles 
likes it. . . th ey ’re clam oring for 1 
more.

Brookings likes it, too. L u m lv r 
m illed at South Coast is going < T 
of here, and dollars for it arc 
coming back. It isn’t logs that 
are  leaving, and the dollars a re n ’t 
going to out-of-tow n mills.

You arc cordially invited to

THE SOUTH COAST MILLING CO.
Open House

Friday Oct 9
Afternoon only 

to see
Oregon's most modern planing mill 

in operation

SOUTH COAST MILLING COMPANY
T w o Miles North of Br<x>king$ on 101

----- ----------------------------------- —/

Planing m achinery and dust collecting system  are  shown here. System  is m ost m odern 
av a ilab le . Blow pipe system  and dust co llectors were installed by M edford Blow P ipe (. o. 
Brookings S tu d io  Photo .
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