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Financing of Our High School
T h is  Tuesday afternoon, the people o f the B rook ings-H arbo r 

school d is tr ic t  w il l decide a t the po lls w hethe r they w il l  spend 
>375,000 fo r a new high school fo r  th e ir  ch ild ren.

Now, th a t is a lo t o f money, in  anyone’s vocabu lary. And 
i t  w i l l  be these self-sam e citizens o f th is  school d is tr ic t  who w ill 
have to  pay it.

However, th a t is not as m uch money fo r th is  d is tr ic t  as i t  
once was. Just a few  short years ago, such a load w ould have 
been w e ll-n ig h  im possible fo r  th is  d is tr ic t  to  bear . . in  fac t, th is  
d is tr ic t  w ould not have had va lu a tio n  enough to  support such a
load

B u t the va lua tion  o f school d is tr ic t 17C has increased g re a t­
ly  in  the  last few years, and the load faced by it  w i l l  not be 
n e a rly  so burdensome as some m igh t expect. Recent figures 
released by the county  assessor show tha t D is tr ic t  17's va lua tion  
is fa r  g rea te r than th a t o f o th e r d is tric ts .

T h is  means th a t the added cost o f a new high school, spread 
ove r the  d is tr ic t ’s g row ing  va lua tion , w i l l  not have nearly  the 
im p a c t on in d iv idu a l ow ners th a t m igh t be feared. The d is tr ic t ’s 
ta x  ra te  last year was 4 4 m ills , less than h a lf th a t o f any o ther 
d is tr ic t  levy ing taxes in  the  county.

The new school w i l l  increase taxes. However, i t  appears 
th a t i t  w i l l  not increase them  to  the po in t they have reached 
tw ic e  in  recent years. T h is  d is tr ic t w eathered both those b u ild ­
in g  pro jects, and there  is no reason to  believe i t  cannot w eathe r 
th is  one, w h ich w i l l  not be as rigorous as th e ,tw o  previous ones.

And, a fte r  a ll, w ha t choice do we have? T o  send ou r c h il­
dren, as we do now, to  a crowded, ove rw orked school, i t ’s c h il­
dren going on sh ifts , its  classrooms spread th rough  ad jo in ing  
bu ild in gs  never in tended fo r schools? T h a t is no choice, lo r  any 
a tte m p t to  do so w i l l  resu lt in  the  im m edia te  opposition o f sta te 
au tho ritie s , and e ve n tua lly  the loss o f school support funds 
W hen th a t happens we are in  worse tro u b le  than ever And 
w e are under w arn ing, now, to  correct o u r crowded conditions 
o r  lose o u r stand ing as an accredited school.

So we have a Hobson’s choice. . . we s im p ly  m ust have the 
school. And we can take pride in the fact tha t it  w i l l  he a 
school w o rth y  of o u r ch ildren.

One th in g  we m ust guard against, how ver. In  ou r k n o w l­
edge o f the necessity o f ou r school, we m ust guard  against such 
complacence tha t we do not bo ther even to  vote on the issue. 
W e are sure the ove rw he lm ing  m a jo r ity  fa vo r it .  . . but th a t 
m a jo r ity  m ust vote to  show they do. Complacence has sunk 
m ore than one measure w h ich  was favored by the  m a jo r ity . . . 
it could again.

By C L IF F O R D  P. RO W E

W ith  the possible exception of 
his firs t day of school, no o th ir  
event can com pare in th r i l ls  to  a 

y o u n g  la d ’s 
firs t day on a 
re g u la r job  fo r 
w h ich  he gets 
paid a man's 
wages. I  went 
th rough  s u c h  
an experience 
second-hand re ­
cen tly  w h e n  
my son reached 
his 16th b ir th ­
d a y ,  im m e d i­
a te ly  got a 
w o r k  pe rm it

and landed a job.
I cou ldn ’t resist the tem p ta tion  

of describ ing fo r  h im  m y own 
f irs t day o f m anual labor. I  had 
ju s t reached the age o f fifte en ; 
but when the boss of the  section 
gang where I  applied fo r a job  
asked m y age, I had in fo rm ed him  
tha t I was going on sixteen. A s­
sum ing tha t m y b irth da y  was but 
a few  days away, he pu t me to 
w ork . I t  was three w’eeks before 
he found out and dispensed w ith  | 
m y services.

Anyw ay, on tha t f irs t day I  was 
fu l l  o f the v im  and v ig o r w h ich  
I im agined was necessary to  hold 
down a man’s job. A r r iv in g  at the 
scene o f o u r labors, where the 
crew  was to  hoe weeds on the 
ra ilroa d  rig h t-o f-w a y , we were 
each provided w ith  a hoe. and the 
fire w o rks  started . W ith in  a ha lf- 
ho u r’s tim e, I  was a t least a good 
f i f ty  yards ahead o f m y veteran 
co-laborers and s t i l l  going strong.

Before long one o f the regu lars  ] 
moseyed up and tapp ing me on 
the shoulder said, "Son, how much 
you g e tting  paid an h o u r? ”

N ot stopping fo r a m om ent, I 
b lu rted  back over m y shoulder, 
“ F o rty  cents." And continued to 
make the gravel fly.

The next tim e  I  heard m y 
questioner's voice, he was hold ing 
the slack o f m y breeches in  a f irm  
grasp, p u llin g  me to  a de fin ite  
stop as he draw led, "W e ll, son, 
th a t's  w hat the rest o f us ar< 
g e ttin g  W hy not come back and 
be sociable lik e ? ”

T h a t was m y firs t lesson in 
labor. By five o’clock tha t eve­
ning. I  rea lized tha t I  w ou ld  
never have been able to  keep up 
m y o rig in a l pace fo r  e igh t hours. 
In  the  fu tu re . I always gauged 
m y speed in accordance w ith  tha t 
o f the o ld-tim ers. They knew 
w hat they were ta lk in g  about.

Beg inning w ith  colored pictures 
of tw o  Boy Scouts ho ld ing fou r 
big red snappers tha t had been 
caught o ff B ird  Island, Howard 
Crane, assisted by Boy Scouts as 
opera tor and narrators, showed 
the R ota rians at th e ir  noon 
luncheon an in te resting  collection 
of p ictures taken at the recent 
Scout Jamboree held in Southern 
C a lifo rn ia .

N a tu ra lly  the ac tiv ities  o f the 
B rookings Scouts were a large 
part o f the p ic tures shown. Each 
group o f hoys cooked th e ir own 
neals and these ac tiv ities  were 

very necessary w ith  a sizeable 
»roup of hungry boys to  satisfy. 
Many o f the shots showed the 
d iffe ren t boys engaged in cooking 
and the ftroup in th e ir  mess tent. 
Io  supply m ilk  fo r the 50.000 boys 
i t  was nceessary to ship it in from  
the da iry  d is tr ic ts  in W isconsin 
so the boys to ld  the ir listeners.

As Scoutm aster Crane was in 
d ire t ,  charge o f the Brookings 
group of some 20-odd boys he was 
kept p re tty  close "around home 
base”  and the pictures wh ile  
showing Sunday services, f ire ­
works, and some general enter-

’ ta inm en t, d id not a ttem p t to  catch 
1 the la rge r p ic tu re  o f the whole 
jam boree.

M r. Crane thanked the Brook­
ings R ota rians fo r  th e ir  generous 
financia l support as w e ll as the 
help in  w o rk  given the boys by 
ind iv idua l members in earn ing the 
necessary funds fo r the tr ip .

F renchy A r re l l reported  that 
289 persons had reported fo r the 
W a lk in g  Blood Bank, and an­
nounced tha t the same schedule 
as o f a week ago w ou ld  be main­
tained th rou gh ou t th is  week.

Some dozen o r so Scouts who 
were at the Jam lioree were guests 
o f the c lub.
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The Germans Choose the West
Sunday the people of G erm any w ent to  the  polls and th e ir 

votes put Germ any so lid ly  on the aide o f the western dem ocra­
cies.

For C hancellor K onrad Adenauer, it was a sweeping v in d i­
ca tion  of his po licy  o f ty in g  the fu tu re  of his cou n try  w ith  the 
w este rn  republics. F o r the Socialists, who had a ttem pted  to  
s tradd le  a fence w ith  the eventua l hop«'1 o f re u n itin g  east and 
west G erm any, it was a crushing defeat. F o r the Com m unists, 
it was near ob liv ion .

In  G erm any, there was one po w erfu l fa c to r w o rk in g  on the 
side of dem ocracy. . . one great single fac t tha t no am ount o f 
o ra to ry  o r v io lence could obscure. On one side o f the iro n  c u r ­
ta in  there was poverty  anti fear. On the o ther, there was food 
and freedom

And th roughou t the w orld , w henever the choice is clear, we 
can expect to  w in  the b a ttle  o f ideology. W henever a choice is 
as sim ple as this. . . to  look across the bo n ie r and see how 
y o u r b ro th e r fares . . we have l i t t le  to  fea r fro m  Com m unism .

Modern Efficient Laundry Methods
2-HOVR SPECIAL SERVICE

Wet Washings—or—Extracting and Drying
Hours 8 30 a jn. to 6 €0 jxm.

Tuesday and Thursday Open ’dl ? p.r’
Clothes may be left after 7:30 a at

ACACIA LAUNDROMAT

Council Requests 
New Census Here

A m id -te rm  census w i l l  he re­
quested by the B rookings City 

1 C ouncil soon, according to actio»' 
taken by the C ity  C ouncil Tues­
day.

S tipu la te d  in the request, made 
o f the S ecre ta ry-o f-S ta te 's  office, 
was th a t the census should take 
place w ith in  the next 30 days.

, Reason fo r the census, aeeoi d 
ing to  Couneilm cn, is the faci 
tha t a pa rt o f the c ity 's  f ’ ind 

1 fu rn ished hv the state are based 
upon popu lation o f the c ity .

The 1950 census ga \e  Brookings 
a popu lation o f around 1.500 and 
present funds are hased on »h.»- 
figu re  However. C ouncilm en he 
lieve the present po pu la tio n  is 
w e ll o 'e r  2.000. and are interested 
in  acqu iring  funds hased upon 
tha t figu re  as soon as possible

The c ity  is a llow ed on ly one 
m ore special census before the 
next one, scheduled fo r  1960 
Councilm en say th a t i t  is in  the 
best in te rests o f the c ity  to  deter- 
m ne the new popu la tion  as soon 
as possible.
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