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AS T H E  T IM E  comes closer to he reaization o f w ater trans* 
porta tion  in the B rookings-H arbor area, there is one phase of 
th is  development which should not be delayed, the form ation of 
a Port D is tric t. This is secondary in im|>ortance only to the 
actua l approval and construction of the harbor itself.

N orm ally  the preparatory w ork now being done by the Cham­
ber o f Commerce such as gathering statistics, preparing briefs, 
meetings and correspondence vA'ith interested parties and num er­
ous other details are a part of the function of the officers and 
d irectors of the Port Commission. The point I wish to make is 
tha t at present we are in a sense “ pu tting  the cart before the 
horse”  by not firs t form ing the Port D is tr ic t-a n d  then s ta rting  
the groundwork, w ith  properly appointed officials and an incor­
porated d is tric t.

Form ing a Port D is tric t is not an overnight job. F irs t the 
physical boundaries must be established in accordance w ith  law. 
A ddly constituted election must t>e held by the registered voters 
w ith in  that boundary to determ ine th e ir w illingness to form  a 
Port D is tric t. Then the Governor o f the S tate of Oregon shall 
apiM,int five commissioners from  among the legal residents of 
tha t d is tr ic t to j>erform such duties as necessary to properly 
operate the corporation. These five appointed commissioners 
are to the Port D is tric t what our councilmen are to the C ity  of 
Brookings, and the ir activ ities are controlled by Federal and 
and State laws.

Follow ing is b rie fly  part of the grant of au tho rity  to thq Port 
Commission taken from  Section 105-509, Oregon Compiled Laws 
Annotated: To improve all bays, rivers and harbors w ith in  the 
lim its , to contract w ith  the Federal Government fo r such work, 
to exercise the righ t of eminent domain, to have au tho rity  over 
harbors, wharfs, navigation and son on, to m ainta in tug and p ilo t 
service, to construct canals, power plants, piers, warehouses, 
w harfs, bulkheads, drydocks, etc.

The Chamber of Commerce which is now tak ing the in itia l 
steps is not authorized by law to perform  the above duties, and 
w ill soon reach the point where no fu rth e r progress can be made 
un it a Port D is tric t is formed to accept that responsibility. A 
special election must be held to create th is Port D is tric t and 
ever> voter should recognize the im portance of this step by oh 
ta in ing  la , ts Hom reliable sources and g iv ing it considerable 
thought and discussion

C. D. M.
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D U R IN G  T H E  D A R K E R  days 
ol W orld War II we faced th e  
grim  possib ility  of a shortage of 
alum inum . We had developed or 
were developing sufficient capac­
ity  to produce the metal itse lf 
but the dw indling supply of raw 
m ateria l — a lum ina—caused seri­
ous w orry. O ur own deposits of 
high grade ore, bauxite, located 
m ostly in Arkansas were running 
out. We were imj>orting (and s till I 
are) bauxite from  Guiana but the) 
German U boats were tak ing  a 
te rrib le  to ll ot the ore fleet.

To develop a sure source of 
alum ina the W ar Production 
Board constructed a plant near 
Salem, Oregon, to extract a lu ­
m ina from  clay deposits. The sub­
m arine th rea t was removed and 
then the w ar ended. The plant 
was not used fo r the purpose of 
ex trac ting  the w hite  powder, a lu ­
mina, from  which alum inum  
m etal is made, from  the clay 
abundantly available in Oregon. 
Nevertheless, the? United States 
is s till short o f bauxite. We 
should be getting  alum inum  from  
the Oregon clay.

The Bureau of Mines e lectro ­
m eta llu rg ica l labora tory at A l­
bany. Oregon, has been w ork ing  
on the problem w ith  a new ap­
proach. In  fact, the experim ent, 
although conducted by the labor­
atory. has been financed by the 
Apex A lum inum  Company of Chi­
cago. The new approach is to re­
duce a lum inum  d irec tly  from  the 
clay w ithou t going through the 
alum ina process at all. They have 
done it  successfully. The process 
is simple. Just take a ton ot 
clay, add tw o tons of sawdust 
or hogged fuel, pu t two long car 
bon electrodes in to  the mass 
tu rn  on the e lec tric ity  and a ha lf 
a ton of m etal w ill flow  out at 
the bottom  of the crucible 

This resu lting  m etal w ill not 
be pure alum inum  hut w ill also 
contain silicon. I t  cannot, there­
fore, be used to make alum inum  
sheets o r w ire  o r things like  that,
Imt a lum inum  castings can be 
made of it. Since about 20 per- 
ent o f a ll a lum inum  produced 

goes in to  castings, it is obviou> 
hat this "new method”  a lu m i­

num w ill t»e w ide ly used.
Oh, yes. it t akes 25 percent 

ESS e lectric  power to make 
a lum inum  this way than by the 
conventional method!

That is qu ite  a story, I th ink  
Furtherm ore, the whole th ing is 
\e ry  im fx irtan t to Oregon. I 
understand the Aj>ex Companv 
has joined w ith  the American 
Sm elling and Refining Company 
of New York in plans to build 
a plant fo r m aking this metal 
from  clay at Springfield, Oregon 
I he clay, I belie 'e, w ill come from  
Hobart B u tte  deposits near Cot­
tage Grove.z

don
I oney
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Far t t /H n t It '«  W o r th  ¿n'a,ls ,o have a i?at which has k Ci »» HQ I IT 5 VVOrin become an essential part of then 
personality through long years of

By C LIFFO R D  P. ROW E

♦  MY PEACE of mind has been 
dealt a te rr if ic  blow of late. The

companionship w ill understand 
my being upset.

I  bought th is hat ten years ago. 
I t  took three years to get it t0resulting mental condition has i .. , _...___ .. .. , l0. . , . , . . . I the place where i t  te lt comlort-not been helped one iota by the I

fact that I  am 
completely in the 
dark as to where 

p la c e  the■ o• ■ ‘ a¡»b lam e.
1 A t t im e s

•.uspcct one who 
nearest and 

dearest to me of 
being behind the 
diabolical tr ic k ; 
and then again 
I experience a 
lin k in g  feeling 
in m y stomach 

when I am plagued w ith  a lu rk ­
ing doubt that maybe my own 
weakness has been my undoing.

M y hat has disappeared! 
N a tu ra lly , women who look

upon a hat as being merely an 
item  in a never ending series, se­
lected to conform to the ir ever- 
changing hair-dos and dyes, w ill 
have very lit t le  sympathy fo r me. 
B ut men who know what it

is impossible fo r President Eisen­
hower, through his cabinet offi­
cers and the ir top level assist­
ants to conduct the kind of an 
adm in istra tion we voted fo r i f  the 
job must be done w ith  Truman 
appointees. The sooner every­
one who was in the form er ad­
m in is tra tion  at any sore of policy 
m aking level of importance can 
be removed and replaced, the 
better. I  do not see how we can 
possibly have a genuinely new 
adm in istra tion u n til that is done.

able to wear. Seven years, four 
cleanings, and tw o blockings 
la te r it  was so much a part of 
me that when I  appeared with­
out it, my friends passed me by 
in the street not even recognizing 
me.

Sundry times before i t  has dis. 
appeared, but 1 have always out. 
w itted  my sixiuse in the long run 
by finding it. Tw ice I had to 
repurchase it  at rummage sales 
where it had found its  way with, 
out my permission and where my 
spies had spotted it  and reported.

I  loved that hat and now it has 
departed. I am le ft to mourn 
alone, fo r the rem ainder of the 
fam ily  seems strangely relieved 
and unconcerned.

I t  could be the blow which 
wrecks my happy home, but I 
hesitate to take tha t step. At 
least a dozen times before, after 
having given i t  up fo r lost, I  have 
come upon i t  hanging on a hat 
rack downtown, covered with 
dust, absent-m indedly le ft behind 
in my da ily meanderings.

Knowing m y weakness, I  can 
only hope tha t reunion is merely 
being postponed and not perma­
nently denied. I  am ge tting  too 
old to break in a new one
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HERE IN WASHINGTON the 
pro-new deal press has been do­
ing a l i t t le  sobbing over the 
tact tha t a few  high level policy 
m aking hold-over employees oi 
the T rum an adm in istra tion  have 
been dismissed and replaced w ith  
new appointees. P a rticu la rly  has 
Secretary Douglas M cKay ’ been 
criticised fo r removing the d irec­
to r of the Bureau of Land M an­
agement.

In  this connection a fa ir  ques­
tion arises: Did the people of 
this country overw helm ingly vote 
fo r a new adm in istra tion  in our 
federal government or d idn ’t 
they? The adm in istra tion  does 
not consist of jus t one man the 
President. I t  is made up o f a 
thousand or so persons who make 
decisions fo r which the President 
is responsible. The d irec to r of 
the Bureau o f Land Management 
is su ih  a person. I hold that it
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WITHOUT ADDITIONAL COST
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