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Ribbon Seal
C l 952 National W ild life  Federation

♦ ♦
1 RIBBON SEAL !

By E. LA U REN CE PA LM ER

Ï ^EW R EA D ER S of this have 
ever o r will ever see o u r sub­

jec t th e  Ribbon Seal. Not only is 
th e  anim al re la tively  ra re  but It 
is found only olT the coast of 
A laska and about the A leutian 
Islands n e ith e r of which art* in­
cluded in the m ajority  of vaca­
tion  trips. Even txxiks dealing 
w ith  m am m als o r w ith such spe­
cialized subjects as aqua tic  m a­
rnais do little  m ore than  list and 
illu s tra te  Ribbon Seals. One has 
to  get m ost of his inform ation
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about the  anim als th rough  im pli­
cation  and through w hat one 
knows of close relatives.

The Ribbon Seal is about five 
feet long and in general built like 
its  close re la tives the H arbor 
Seal, H air Seal or Common Seal. 
It d iffers m ost conspicuously 
from  this b e tte r  known anim al 
in its consp icuo /; m arkings, some 
of which give the anim al its

r

common name. T he basic color 
of a Ribbon Seal is d a rk  brown. 
U nlike any o th er seals, however, 
th e re  a re  around the neck, the 
rum p and each shoulder, conspic­
uous, usually definitely  defined 
bands of yellow or orange yellow. 
Som etim es these join each o ther 
but usually they a re  well sep­
arated . In the fem ales the bands 
are  m uch m ore obscure than  they 
are in the m ales. Because of these 
m ark ings it would be difficult to 
confuse a Ringed Seal, m ale or 
fem ale w ith any o th er seal hkqjy 
to be found w ithin its range. The 
Saddle-backed Seal of the N orth 
A tlan tic  m ay have conspicuous 
back m ark ings but they are  not 
so regu larly  placed as a re  those 
in the Ringed Seal nor a re  they 
so conspicuous. Besides th is the 
N orth A tlan tic  and the A leutians 
and A laska a re  well separated .

The typical story  of reproduc­
tion for m em bers of the fam ily 
to which the Ribbon Seal belongs 
m ay be helpful here. The fam ily 
includes the H arbor Seal, which 
is re la tively  common along our 
A tlan tic  Coast south to the  Caro- 
inas; the  Hixxled Seal, which is

Coast Hardwoods 
Tested For Use 
In Textile Trade

W hether Oregon will get its 
foot in the door for a share of an 
annual m ulti-m illion dollar h a rd ­
wood m ark e t in the tex tile  indus­
try  m ay hinge on tests  of a cord 
each of w estern  dogwood anti ma- 
drone sent to easte rn  m anufac­
tu rers .

S hu ttles , bobbins and spools 
a re  now m ade from  seven easte rn  
woods for the woof and w arp  in­
dustry . Oregon m adrone and dog­
wood w ere shipped to the easte rn  
m an u fac tu re rs  by the Oregon 
Forest P roducts laboratory. The 
laboratory  has been w orking on 
this shuttle-hardw ood project in 
the past year.

S h u ttles  m ade from Oregon 
hardwoods are  now undergoing 
in-service tests. H ardness, ability 
to tak e  a high polish and smooth 
w earing are  the  qualities neces­
sary  for a sh u ttle , according to 
Jack  Pfeiffer of the research 
agency’s industria l re la tions sec­
tion.

W estern  dogwood has never 
been thought of as a m arketab le  
wood, but as a flowering tre e  and 
w aste  product in logging opera­
tions. It has been said a stand  
of one o r twro cords of dogwood 
an ac re  is economically h a rv es t­
able.

Dogwood is sca tte red  th ro u g h ­
out w estern  Oregon. M adrone is 
found principally in the sou th ­
w estern  part of the sta te . A con­
servative  es tim ate  has 425.000.000 
board feet of m adrone over 11 
inches in d iam eter in Oregon.♦

V isitors at the  Swan home are  
Mrs. Paul T albot and children. 
C hristy  and Paul. Mrs. T albot, a 
d au g h te r of Mrs. Swan flew up 
from San F rancisco on Sunday to 
spend some tim e w ith her p a r­
ents.

Research Program 
On Forest Soils

Special to The P ilot
Answers to m any of the ques­

tions Oregon tim berm en and 
farm  foresters have about forest 
soils m anagem ent are  expected 
to come from a broad new’ pro­
gram  of research at Oregon S ta te  
college.

More than a dozen of the most 
pressing soils problem s a re  now, 
o r soon will be, under study  by 
OSC as a service to O regon’s 
vast $900,000,000 forest industry  
— leader in the nation.

Included in the  research pro­
gram  are studies on the effects 
of different logging m ethods on 
soil and site productiv ity ; effects 
of fires on forest soils; nu trien t 
requirem ents of various w estern 
conifers; m ain tenance of nursery  
soil fe rtility ; soils c lassifications; 
and problem s involved in the m ul­
tiple use of forest lands— for 
grazing, forage and forestry.

Disease problem s as they re ­
lated  to  soils will be investigated 
also. Em phasis on one project 
is on the re la tion  betw een soil 
p roperties and the occurrence and 
severity  of tre e  diseases.

In another, the p art played by 
m ycorrhizal fungi in tree  grow th 
is being studied. The fungi com­
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bine w ith tiny feeding roots on 
some trees to form  special ab ­
sorbing bodies w hich a re  believed 
to enable the  tree s  to tak e  nu­
trien ts  from the soil m ore effec­
tively.

Soil m oisture stud ies will cover 
ra te  of grow th, germ ination  and 
estab lishm ent of seedlings from  
n a tu ra l and aerial seedings, and 
p lan ta tion  estab lishm ent.

L eader of the p rogram  is Dr. 
C. T. Youngberg, who w as nam ed 
to the  new ly-created  post of for­
est soils sc ien tist last fall. In 
his job. he w orks w’ith  both th e  
soils d ep artm en t of th e  ag ricu l­
tu ra l experim ent s ta tio n  and the 
school of forestry . C ooperating 
in th e  program  are  the  s ta te  for­
e s try  departm en t and various fed­
eral and p rivate  agencies.
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one of the m ost abundant N orth  
A tlan tic  seals, and the H arp  Seal 
that is found in the  A rctic w ate rs  
of both the A tlan tic  and Pacific. 
In most of these anim als the 
herds form at rookeries in early  
spring when the  young “pups” 
are  born. The m ating  th a t is re ­
sponsible for next y ea r’s young 
takes place shortly  after. The 
fem ales a re  excellent m others 
and nurse the young on land for 
a few w eeks before the family 
takes to  the sea. The size of the 
herds of these seals is m uch sm all­
e r than  one finds w ith the group 
to which the fu r seals belong.

F u r dealers give a num erical 
ra tin g  to indicate the durab ility  
of furs w ith o tte r  given as a 
s tandard  of perfection at 100. In 
this scale the fu r seals yield pelts 
ra ted  at SO per cent while th ? | 
H air Seals to which the Ribbon I 
Seals ix'long are  m ore likely t o , 
lx* ra ted  at about 25 jx*r cent. I 

[Just because a coat o r w rap may 
be m ade of seal skin then  does 
not w a rran t th a t it will become 
a family heirloom . The dom estic 
rabbit has a ra tin g  of 3 jx*r cent 
in th is classification and the 
m uskrat 43 per cent. T he fur 
seals have been harvested  m ore 
for the oil th a t m ay lx* ex trac ted  
from th e ir carcasses than  for 
their pelts and even this practice 
is usually  lim ited to species that 
congregate in large num bers.
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GIBBS CONCRETE PRODUCTS
Transit M ix Concrete

’ U SIN G  W A SH ED  CRU SH ED  ROCK AND SAND 
W e invite you to insi>ect o u r m ateria ls  

W e also ca rry  a stock of —
8eptic Tank Supplies, Chimney Blocks, Cement Bloc ks 
Culbert Tile, Drain Tile, Well Casing 

GRAVEL, CRUSHED ROCK, SAND AND CEM ENT 
Phone 2-545 EASY STR EET
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\  Phone 2244— Day or NightI
9  Hillside S tree t Brookings, Oregon5
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Custom  F arm  T rac to r W ork
Rotovateing Leveling
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P. O. Box 596
Phone 2274 Brookings, Oregon

Besides the federal excise tax which we collect 
from you. we also pay several taxes which 
benefit federal, state and local governments. 
On an average, these taxes add up to more 
than 30 of your telephone hill.

Taxes are necessary—you couldn't run a city, 
state or nation without them . . . But, they do 
mount up!


