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By C L IFFO R D  P. ROW E

I have alm ost come to the con­
clusion that the increase in crim e 
and crookedness is due to the fact 
th a t  the crook takes his work 
m uch m ore seriously than does 
the honest m an. Those standing 
for w hat is good seem to do so 
only on a p a rt tim e basis and 
then  only when th e ir personal 
secu rity  is concerned.

F or example, gam bling in O re­
gon is suposedly illegal. If you 
o r I should stage a poker gam e in 
o u r home w ith money on the 
table, we would be laying o u r­
selves open to a raid, a rre s t and 
prosecution. On the o th e r hand, 
if we w ent to w ager ou r cash 
on dogs o r horses, it is legal and 
we have the blessing of the sta te .

W hy is th is so? I t ’s very simple. 
Those sponsoring legalized track  
gam bling w ere sm art enough to 
th e  revenues in w ith the financing 
of county fairs. F a irs  a re  good — 
gam bling is bad; but since the
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gam bling revenues relieve us of 
the need of digging deeper into
o u r pockets to  finance county F or the period of Sept. 22 th ru
fans, we come to the satisfying Oct. 5: Max Min. Rain
but illogical conclusion that Sept. 22 .. ............ 55 50
gam bline becomes good. Sept. 23 ... . 61 51 —

In the sam e m anner, un til just Sept. 21 fS 52 —
recently, revenue from the sale Sept. 25 ... 52 —
oi liquor w as used to finance Sept. 26 ............61 52 —
old age pensions and slot ma- Sept. 27 ... ............ 57 51 —
chines revenue assisted  cities in Sept. 28 ... ............  68 51 —
balancing th e ir budgets. As easers Sept. 29 ... • 52
ot the  tax  burden, these com- Sept. 30 . . 89 44 —
monly accepted evils become le- Oct. 1 .... ........... 89 50 —
gaily good. Oct. 2 .... ........ 88 57 —

In o th er words, all the clever Oct. 3 77 55 —
crook has to do is to connect his Oct. 4 ............  76 52 —
illicit p ractice w ith som ething Oct. 5 65 48 —
th at will supposedly lighten the No rain w as recorded luring
tax load and he is alm ost cer- ; 
tain  of favorable legislation: It ] 
would be ju st as app ro p ria te  to 
m ake it legal to rob if a portion 
of the ill-gotten gains w ere put 
aside to fight tuberculosis o r to 
legalize the sale of cocaine in 
o rder to supoprt ou r public 
schools financially.

It seem s to me th a t the citizens j 
of Oregon m ust soon decide d e f i-1 
nitely just w hai is good and w hat I 
is bad and then quit compro- j 
m ising their principles for t h e 1 
sake of the alm igh ty  dollar.
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