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The o rd inary  run  of news which
Appears in your new spapers d u r­
ing the closing days of a session 
>f Congress m ust be most con­
fusing to those who have a tte m p t- 
?d to follow congressional ac tiv ­
ities during  the year. Action on 

(any big b i l l  in v o k es num erous 
kteps. W hat happens to 3 bill at 
tach  step  is duly reported. Som e­
times, however, the  news report 
on a vom m ittee  vote on the bill 
or a prelim inary vote by e ither 
House or S en ate  gives an im pres­
sion of finality. Then in the clos-

! ing days a num ber of such bills 
get back into the news again be­
cause of final congressional action 
in both houses on w hat we call 
conference reports. T hat is the 
real final action. W hen a confer­
ence report is approver! by bot/i 
houses the bill goes to the pres­
ident.

Even a t the  risk of repeating 
some "p rim er class" details, I 

think it m ight be helpful tow ard 
following congressional activity 
to recite  the  steps through which
every im portan t bill m ust pass be 
fore it becomes a law.

Assum e the  bill o rig inates in 
the House. (E xcept money bills, 
legislation m ay orig inate  in either 
house). I t  is re ferred  to a co n r 
m ittee. The com m ittee holds pub­
lic hearings. The bill is then con­
sidered by the  com m ittee in ex ­
ecutive sesison and eventually  " re ­
ported" o r sent to the house for 
action. Then the repo rting  com 
m ittee requests the Rules Com 
m ittee to g ran t a resolution tc 
send th e  bill to the  floor, and ap

before the ru les com m ittee 
R o  explain the bill. W hen a ru le 

is g ran ted , the  m ajo rity  leader­
ship sets a tim e for floor action 
on kthe ru le  and the bill. The 
hoiAe first »must adopt a reso lu­
tion to consider the bill—the ru le 

and then  it goes into action on
the bill.

The house w orks the bill over 
often adopting  several am end 
m ents on the  floor. W hen passed 
the bill is sent to the senate  w here 
it goes th rough  a process sim ilar 
to  th a t in the  house.

As passed by the  senate, such 
a bill is o ften  vastly  d ifferent in 
text from  the  house-approved ver­
sion. It becomes necessary there  
fore to reconcile the differences 
betw een th e  two houses, so a 
“conference com m ittee" is named 
by the appointm ent of m em bers 
from the house and senate  com ­
m ittees w hich handled the bill.

Such a conference group has 
broad pow ers w ith respect to re ­
w riting  the  legislation w ith the 
resu lt th a t the final d ra ft as p re­
pared by the conference often be­
comes an in terestin g  com bination 
of the expressions of both houses.

The procedure w ith respect to 
the final c learance of a conference 
report by both houses is somewhat 
technical and often a bit involved, 
so suffice to say th a t during this 
last week you will be reading quite 
a little  about house or senate  votes

on conference reports -especially 
those on appropriation bills. It is 
well to rem em ber, though, that 
there is no finality about any ac­
tion on a bill until the conference 
version is approved by both house 
and senate. Until that action is 
complete there is a possibility of 
changes in the wording of a bill. 

• • •
The a ir is beginning to clear so 

ta r as my personal plans for the 
im m ediate fu tu re  a re  concerned. 
Helen and I will drive d irectly  to 
our home at Roseburg a f te r  a t ­
tending the Republican conven­
tion at Chicago. I hope we may 
arrive there  about the 15th of 
July. I shall then go to P ortland  
where I will take part in a "field 
conference" being conducted by 
the B ureau of Land M anagem ent 
of the D epartm ent of the In terior, 
together w ith several m em bers of 
the Houth Public Lands C om m it­
tee (the  official nam e of this com-
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echnical sessions in charge of the

Bureau anti will not be public, but 
I have hopes of being able to a r ­
range an inform al conference with 
some of the m em bers of the com ­
m ittee  and officials of the O. &.
C. counties for the purpose of dis-

J. J. Gallagher

SPORTING
GOODS

'Everything for the Fisherman"

Hemstitching
20c per yard

Button Holes
ioc each: 3 for 25cr  •

F irst house w est of Gad berry  
W 'ampbell mill pond. 1 block off 
K asv S tree t.

A N O T H E R  S P E C IA L
One 4x6 Silvertone, individaul portrait, mounted 
in a beautiful shadow box folder—

Only 89c
Por a hunted time only— come in noir before 

stock runs out.

Brookings Studio
Over Oregon State Banl(

Play Ball

GRANTS PASS ROGUES 
Thursday, July 4— 2 p. m.

Brookings High School Field

CRESCENT CITY MERCHANTS
Sur,day, July 6— 2 p. m.

Brookings High School Field

2 Home Games
I his space donated to Brookings Beavers bv 

Friends of (rood Baseball and Fete Lcsmeistcr


