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By Harris Ellsworth, M. C.
T here has been very little  ac­

tiv ity  on the floor of the house 
af rep resen ta tives thus fa r this 
session. If my m em ory serves me 
correctly , the roll has been called 
only tw ice for record votes on 
legislation. One of those votes 
w as on the treasu ry  re-organiza­
tion plan  which didn’t am ount to 
m uch anyhow.

My own opinion about legisla­
tive bodies in our country e ith er 
the  s ta te  leg islatures o r the con­
g ress—is th a t they may be c r it­
icized for passing too m any new 
laws ra th e r  than  too few. Accord­
ingly, I see no harm  being done 
to the  people of our country  by 
the  p resent slow-bell congress. 
A few m ajo r problem s m ust, of 
course, have congressional ac­
tion Som e decision m ust be m ade 
regard ing  m ilitary  train ing . The 
defense production act, which con­
ta in s the control provisions, ex ­
pires soon and m ust e ith e r be 
renewed, killed or amended.

These item s and a few others 
should  and undoubtedly will be 
acted  upon by the house. No vast 
am ount of tim e will be required 
on each. Even jn  slow motion 
th e re  will be am ple tim e in the
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next four o r five m onths to  com­
plete and pass all of the pending 
legislation th a t is ac tua lly  need­
ed now.

Most people do not realize it 
I know, but every law passed by 
congress costs m oney—some of 
the laws cost a vast am ount of 
money. But even a m inor one 
must be adm inistered and it is 
a m inor law indeed which does 
not ac tually  require the em ploy­
ment of more people in govern­
m ent agencies and bureaus.

It would be an in teresting  story 
if some am bitious and energetic 
repo rter would tak e  one of the 
m inor and innocent looking laws 
passed during the last y ea r or 
so and find out just how m any 
new government employees w ere 
recru ited  to enforce it and how 
much the adm inistration  of the 
law is costing.

• * •
Ju s t for fear some spending- 

minded congressm an or b u reau ­
c ra t m ighl grab on the above 
parag raph  as an explanation for 
governm ent extravagance, I has­
ten to add th a t it surely cannot 
explain the following: In 1940 the 
departm ent of com m erce cost 

$37 m illion—th eir present budget 
J request is for $917 m illion; In 

1940 the departm ent of l a b o r  
spent only $29 m illion—now it 
w ants $263 million; The s ta te  de­
partm ent functioned sm oothly in
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1940 w ith an expend itu re of $24 
million, but m ust have $338 m il­
lion for the coming fiscal year!
I could list some o thers but I 
th ink  these will give the  general 
idea.

• • •
My good friend C ongressm an 

John Phillips of C alifornia has 
the following gem  in his w eekly 
le tte r :  "W hen I w as home last 
sum m er, one of my R iverside 
friends, ta lk ing  about the tax  in ­
crease. rem arked  he was m ad 
enough ’to blow a gaske t.’ He 
needn't worry, if he does. The 
arm y had on hand, on a recent ; 
count, 921,602 gaskets from  the 
front axle housing of jeeps. The 
jx^ak dem and in any y ea r since 
the arm y s ta rted  using jeeps, w as 
8,846 gaskets. At th a t ra te , we ' 
have enough on hand to last ld4 
years. Any taxpayer, who feels 
a gasket-blow ing c o m i n g  on. 
should w rite  the army., q u a r te r­
m aste r.”

Phillips knows w hat he is ta lk ­
ing about because he is a mem- 1 
ber of the com m ittee which han ­
dles arm ed forces appropriations.
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