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Sim‘u‘ the end of World War II, the West Coast Telephone Company

has added almost 30,000 telephones to its number of stations in service,

an increase of 67.48%. During this same period, we have added almost

six million dollars in plant invesiment and equipment in service,

You are now able to pl.lu‘ tele-
phone calls to more people than
ever before. We believe you will
agree that your lrlrphnm' SErvig
has been steadily improving sinc
the end of World War II. We wil
continue our program of expansion
and improvement until we ar

bringing to all of our subscribers

telephone service as fine as that
-!\.III-IIIIF any \sfn'rn‘ n t|! * nation
Jut while vour service has been

improving, our expenses have been
mounting. Today it
plant investment of $300 per

requires a

station for every new telephor

we install. And, unlike most bus

nesses, t!l(_' more t!'ll'}"]()nl'\ W

have in service, the more it costs
to operate each one.

Our total expenses have increased

at a much faster rate than our

total income. Our wage costs are

dollars

one-and-a-half million

higher today than they would have
the
vailing in 1946, Our plant invest-
ent has since 1946 from
833,061 515.365.661. Our

Hlll.ll construction l'\]'ll'l‘ll.!l“tl'l"i

cn lll!(i(‘l' wage rates “Ifl‘-

risen
to

for plant expansion have in-
creased from $650.000 in 1946 to
over $2.000,000
55,000,000

in 1950, over
1951;

new

m 'll'lll we are

1
plianning a I‘\lhlll\llil]

total

I)f'ﬂ-

gram which will about

> 13,000,000,

Consequently, in order that we
may be able to obtain the capital

necessary to fitmlu'(' our prngrr- n

- » 1]
of new construction, we find it

increases in
telephone rates (the first in.
creases since 1946). These changes
are far below the increases in’

necessary to request

groceries, clothing and most other

prices during this same period. ,
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