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What Now?
The Unions having refused to arbitrate,
the Railway Labor Act provides for the
appointment of a fact-finding board by
the President.

The railroads feel it is due shippers,
passengers, emp yes, stockholders, and
the general publ ~ to know that through
out these negoti tions and in mediation,
they have not or _, exerted every effort to
reach a fair and reasonable settlement,
but they have also met every requirement
of the Railway lLabor Act respecting the
negotiation, mediation, and arbitration of
labor disputes

Itseems unthinkable that these three unions,
representing less than 10 per cent of railroad

employes, and those among the highest paid, ¥
can successfully maintain the threat of a par- 4
alyzing strike against the interest of the en- i
tire country—and against 90 per cent of their
fellow employes,

The threat of a strike cannot justify grant-
ing more favorable conditions to 125,000 em-
ployes than have already been put in effect
for 1,175,000, nor will it alter the opposition
of the railroads to unwarranted wage in-
creases or to changes in working rules which
are not jusiified,

A\ glance at the box shows what employes
represented by the Engineers and Firemen
make. They are among the highest paid in
the ranks of labor in the United States, if not
the highest,

Compare these wages with what you make!
— 1947 Average Aneua |
1938 barage 1947 hverage Earnings with 154 i
Here is a comparison of Trpe of Employe Avwial Earnings  Aoweal Eeraings  Conts par Nowr Added i 4
: - ‘”!I ENGINEERS
== I “rs (9 BT
. - Road Freight £31.966 $6 126 $6.757
n | 139 I\.rr I Fand Yoae v :
" - 1 "; Road Passenger }.632 £ 199 6.025
aarnine ” Ijlln: R i Freight (Thr . 147 4 684 5 169
R A She- 3 ot Yard 2,749 1,081 4,539
DR 1 " ] cenis
per hour increase, of- FIREMEN Py
fered by ti railroads Road Freight 2,738 4,683 5,268 Lid
1 ’ t.
r ed by the Laowea i Wa "
imion leaders, had been Road Passenger 1,544 6,165 i
in effect through & the Road Freight (1 b 2,069 3,460 3,891 }
ntire year 1947 Yard 1,962 1,136 3,563 ks
Railroad wag = cx mputed from Interstate Commerce Commission Stats ment M-300,
Full year 194 estimated on basis of actual figures for first eight montha
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