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For The Art of Stewardship
As the host of KLCC’s arts review 

program, Viz City, I spend a great deal 

of time thinking about how to translate 

the visual experience into words. I want 

to off er a professional “bravo” to Ellie 

Johnson for her recent feature, “The Art 

of Stewardship” (Feb. 26).

Covering a retrospective as massive 

as James Lavadour’s Land of Origin is a 

daunting task for any journalist. While I 

recently explored this same exhibition 

through the lens of radio, I found John-

son’s written profi le of the relationship 

between Lavadour and curator Danielle 

Knapp to be an essential companion piece.

This kind of thoughtful, behind-the-

scenes reporting is vital to our community. 

It reveals that art isn’t just something that 

hangs on a wall; rather, it illuminates the 

entire ecosystem of artists and curators 

working to shape that art into a living 

stewardship of our Northwest history.

Thank you, Eugene Weekly, for commit-

ting the space to this kind of high-caliber 

arts journalism.

Sandy Brown Jensen

Eugene

Thoughts On Amazon 
Facility

A primary Amazon project is same-day 

delivery. This will step up the pressure 

that Amazon delivery has been putting on 

FedEx, UPS and the United States Postal 

Service. The new facility being built near 

the airport is clearly part of that plan. The 

goal is to build warehouses near enough 

to every reasonable sized city to make 

such effi  cient delivery easy and to do so 

as cheaply as possible. 

Amazon will probably pay no taxes to 

Oregon. It will create nothing and collect no 

money here; it is likely to have negotiated 

a 10-year property tax abatement, shovel 

ready preparation of the land, connecting 

roads, sewer, water, electricity, etc. and 

will pay half what residential customers 

do for electricity. 

In other words, we taxpayers will fund 

much of their building costs and will be 

helping to put the post offi  ce out of busi-

ness. The jobs involved will be mostly 

entry-level, will probably involve unhealthy 

night-shift work, and the company is anti-

union. Amazon has no real interest in 

Eugene, and will probably encourage its 

managers, as most larger corporations 

do, to live elsewhere so that they feel no 

need to contribute. The new warehouse 

is more likely to be a drag on than a boost 

to the economy.

Alan Cohen

Eugene

Vote YES!
I am writing in support of Measure 

20-373, Protect Lane County Watersheds. 

This measure will be on our ballots on 

May 19. I’m well aware that corporate 

America, especially the timber industry, 

is going to spend big bucks on billboards 

and mailings to try and convince people 

to vote against the measure. If we manage 

to pass it, then it will almost certainly be 

challenged in court. 

The fact that in our country, corporate 

rights have more weight than people’s 

rights really bothers me. Corporations 

have the right to make money and we are 

not allowed to infringe on that. 

This measure to Protect Lane County 

Watersheds could wind its way all the 

way to the Supreme Court and then be 

cast aside because “We the People” don’t 

have the right to keep toxins out of our 

water or out of our environment — that’s 

OPINIONcontents
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