
February 5, 2026 support.eugeneweekly.com2

OPINIONcontents

Eugene Weekly is published every Thursday by What’s Happening Inc.

Five free copies maximum per person from newsrack. 

$1 per additional copy.

POSTMASTER: SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO EUGENE WEEKLY,

1251 LINCOLN ST., EUGENE, OR 97401-3418. 

©2026 WHAT’S HAPPENING INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

FOUNDED JOYFULLY BY ELISABETH LYMAN, LUCIA 

MCKELVEY, SONJA UNGEMACH, BILL SNYDER AND LOIS 

WADSWORTH AS WHAT’S HAPPENING IN 1982, EUGENE 

WEEKLY WAS THEN PUBLISHED AND LOVED BY ANITA 

AND ART JOHNSON, AND FRED AND GEORGA TAYLOR 

STARTING IN 1992.

FEB RUA RY 5,  2026 -  FEBRUARY 12 ,  2026

 2 Letters

   4 News

  7 Love & Sex

19   Calendar

23 Music Listings

24  Visual Arts

25 Classifi eds

27 Astrology

27 Savage Love

editorial
PUBLISHER Jody Rolnick

EDITOR Camilla Mortensen

CALENDAR EDITOR Savannah Brown

COPY EDITOR Kat Tabor

BRICKS $ MORTAR Christian Wihtol

STAFF WRITERS Savannah Brown, Eve Weston

PHOTOGRAPHER Eve Weston

CONTRIBUTING ARTS WRITER Will Kennedy

CONTRIBUTING COPY EDITOR Jane Dods

ARTS EDITOR EMERITUS Bob Keefer

HAPPENING PEOPLE Paul Neevel

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

Ester Barkai, Dan Bryant, Tom Coffi  n, Ayisha 
Elliott, Rachel Foster, Barbara Gleason, Dan 
Gleason, Henry Houston, Kim Kelly, Cynthia 
Laff erty, Chandra LeGue, Rick Levin, Doyle Srader, 
Alby Thoumsin, Dorothy Velasco, John Zerzan

INTERNS Corin Antonio, Pierce Baugh V

CATALYST JOURNALISM PROJECT REPORTERS

Mirandah Davis-Powell, Ruby Duncan, 
Grace Mangali, Ysabella Sosa 

art department
ART DIRECTOR/PRODUCTION MANAGER 

McKenzie Young-Roy

PRODUCTION DESIGNER Amy Prince

GRAPHICS INTERNS Jasmine Wilkerson

TECHNOLOGY/WEBMASTER James Bateman

advertising
ADVERTISING MANAGER Dave Newman 

ADVERTISING/OFFICE MANAGER JJ Snyder

ADVERTISING INTERNS Jack Cooper, Ella Kenan, 
Henry Montgomery, Jonah Morris, Esmeralda 
Reyes, Luisa Santos, Abby Shewaye, Bella Snyder, 
Carter Welling

business
ACCOUNTANT McKenzie Business Service, LLC

DISTRIBUTORS Bob Becker (lead distributor), Will 
Kennedy, Denise Novak, Pedalers Express, Norman 
Riddle, Jeff  Tanner, Tina Vellody, Burt Tate

PRINTING APG Printing Solutions

SUBSCRIPTIONS EDMS, Inc.

HOW TO REACH US

CALL 541-484-0519

EDITOR/NEWS TIPS Editor@EugeneWeekly.com

LETTERS Letters@EugeneWeekly.com

ADVERTISING Advertising@EugeneWeekly.com

CLASSIFIED ADS Classy@EugeneWeekly.com 

CALENDAR/EVENTS Cal@EugeneWeekly.com

CIRCULATION Distribution@EugeneWeekly.com

Those Mighty Men
I have been going to the Tuesday noon 

Interfaith Protest Song Circles at 7th and 

Pearl for what seems like months. Our rabbi 

and many clergy are always present. Often, 

poetry, essays, ’60s cherished songs and 

newly created lyrics are shared. Suddenly 

near the end of our hour on Jan. 27, the 

“mighty men” from DHS came staunchly 

marching out, standing in a line above us 

with what I thought were guns crossed 

over their bodies ready for use. Many of 

our warning whistles were being blown. I 

had seen one man observing us from the 

Federal Building roof. I stood with many 

others on the sidewalk and continued 

singing. Forgive me but I am an “older” 

person from the ’60s, and as I watched 

some of our younger singers starting to 

yell and approach this lineup, I wanted 

to say, no, no, ignore them. They want to 

provoke us so they can appear manly and 

use their weapons. 

The weapons turned out to be tear gas 

and several of our people were sprayed, 

some hardly breathing needing inhalers, 

eyes smarting. One protester was taken 

into their custody.

Then in the evening for the Candlelight 

Vigil tear gas was used again to break up 

the crowd who had gathered peacefully to 

mourn and honor the death of Minnesota 

nurse Alex Pretti. Both of these events and 

most around the country have been and 

are peaceful. They want to intimidate us. 

They want to hush our voices. We must 

not fall for their bait. They want any excuse 

to say that in all these demonstrations 

and horrifi c actions on their part, it is our 

fault. Please stand fi rm and do not let us 

be provoked. I write to do something with 

all the rage, anger and sadness I feel about 

our tremendously cruel and false America. 

We have to keep protesting; we have to 

keep going and we will.

Victoria Koch

Eugene

Eugene Proud
I am deeply proud of my fellow Eugene-

ans for taking to the streets and standing 

up for justice and true freedom in protest 

of Trump, ICE and the many troubling 

events of the past year. At the same time, 

I am concerned by how rarely the impor-

tance of nonviolence is being emphasized 

on the progressive left. Let’s speak out, 

call for accountability, and fi ll the streets 

with chants — but we must remain nonvi-

olent, both as a strategy and as a moral 

commitment. Nonviolence may, in fact, be 

the most threatening stance of all against 

this authoritarian administration. Violence 

provides justifi cation for repression, for 

invoking measures like the Insurrection 

Act, and for expanding state control in 

the name of “public safety.” It’s what they 

want and what they are trying to provoke. 

Don’t give them that fuel. Most importantly, 

the philosophy of nonviolence ensures 

that we do not become the very injustice 

we oppose. Stay vigilant and nonviolent. 

Hope Bohanec

Eugene

Memory
Just to see how much DHS thinks they 

are above the law, you need only look at 

one of the many attempts to prevent a 

thorough investigation of the shooting of 

Renee Good. Immediately after Jonathan 

Ross drove away from the scene of his 

alleged crime, mask- and balaclava-dis-

guised ICE agents were caught on camera 

as they escorted him to his house, cleaned 

it out and hauled away, among other things, 

his computer, to eliminate any possibility 

that there might be incriminating evidence 

that could be used at trial. 
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