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OPINION

letters

SPS Cutting Off  Its Own Leg
Public education in Springfi eld faces 

two major hits this year. Budget shortfalls 

have the city looking at a massive cut to 

library funding, while the school district 

just decided to fi re dozens of teachers 

mid-school year. Why should one service 

or staff  classifi cation bear the brunt of ALL 

cuts? Why not take a little from admin, 

tech subscriptions, and other operations?

Nothing sensible operates this way. If I 

want to lose 25 pounds, I don’t cut off  a leg 

and declare my goals met. If my personal 

spending needs reigning in, I cut back in 

multiple places: dining, entertainment, 

that used-book habit...

Both these cuts are exclusively to 

entities whose sole purpose is to serve 

our community. This isn’t logical from a 

community service or business perspective. 

We already know the library brings extra 

foot traffi  c (and sales) to downtown small 

businesses. We also know that schools 

reducing class options and increasing 

class sizes discourages enrollment. That 

means both cuts continue a cycle of lower 

revenue and smaller budgets. 

It’s a shame that educational services 

are being targeted. As we can tell from 

these decisions, Springfield is already 

educationally underserved. Thankfully, 

we’re periodically given the chance to vote 

for new decision-makers.

Ky Fireside

Springfield

Community College vs. 
Corporate College

I have taught at Lane Community 

College for over 20 years, and I have never 

felt so demoralized as I do under this 

current administration. The situation at 

Lane reminds me of all of those documen-

taries where a Big City Corporation comes 

to a small town in order to dismantle the 

local economy before taking away all the 

resources for themselves. To date, this 

administration has spent hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars of the college’s budget on 

slick anti-labor lawyers, been found guilty 

of email surveillance of the labor union, 

and misrepresented budget numbers. All 

of this in the name of an agenda aimed at 

stripping away worker protections, rights, 

and benefi ts while simultaneously increas-

ing workloads and class sizes to the great 

detriment of the educational quality of the 

students. Trying to provide your students 

a high-quality education is hard enough 

without having to worry about losing your 

job at any moment in order to maximize 

output effi  ciency. I hope, for the sake of 

the students, we don’t end up striking, but 

I also hope, for the sake of the students, 

that a strike will show this administra-

tion we stand together in protecting our 

community college from hostile forces that 

only seem to care about their own agenda, 

and who seemingly refuse to listen to the 

voices of the very people who make up the 

community they are supposed to serve.

Jose Chaves 

Lane Community College, 

English faculty instructor

Eugene

ICE ‘Loves’ the Constitution
My name is Ulises Demian Rivera Garcia. 

This is a really important topic that is 

important to me because I come from immi-

grant parents and other parents and fami-

lies’ rights are getting violated or ignored. 

Recently, with our current administration, 

we have seen our government start to 

deploy mass immigration raids all over the 

country. With ICE deporting thousands 

of people, they have been ignoring their 

right to due process, which every person 

has a right to. 
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