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OPINION

letters

FROM SCREAMS TO PERMITS

Hear My Primal Scream!

You asked us (Slant, 10/23) to “scream if
you want Savage Love.” Well, 'm scream-
ing! Savagely! There are a million places
to find sudokus and crosswords. Not so
with Savage Love. Bring it back, or I stop
reading the paper.

Tim Baxter
Eugene

Editor’s Note: And we love knowing what you love!
We run on ads and reader support!

The Dueling Viewpoints

Thank you for the balance of viewpoints
(EW, 10/16). My dismay at by how large
a margin Doyle Srader missed the point
of the No Kings march this weekend was
quickly relieved by reading Stan Taylor
of Indivisible Eugene. He very clearly laid
out the objectives and goals of the march.
This was not a rally to “confront” MAGA,
only the leaders who are in the position
to degrade our rights.

This was a solidarity action to show our
resistance to the Donald Trump regime and
its authoritarian tactics. If you support
Trump at this point, it’s on purpose and
there is no argument, no “Bible” anyone
can give you. Sure, it would be great to
have everyone on board for the fight to get
universal health care, a living minimum
wage, supported childcare, etc.

But until the media landscape and poli-
ticians stop making money on keeping us
divided, ’'m saving my breath. Until then,
we will organize amongst ourselves and
hope to get more than just 64 percent of
the electorate to the polls.

Kim Cronin-Ross
Eugene

Supporting Small Business

I read the EW Slant section of your
paper for ideas on how to support small
businesses. I am a member of Indivisible
Eugene Springfield. We have action teams
that focus on different issues like health
care, climate, immigration, elections, etc.

Solidarity in Action is one of the teams.
We approach different small businesses on
Eugene and Springfield blocks to talk about
a poster. The purpose is to ask if they’d
consider hanging an immigrant-friendly
poster in their store windows. The signs
are positive, authentic and free. Some in
both English and Spanish.

Examples are “All Are Welcome Here,”
“Hate Has No Home Here,” “We Stand
with Immigrant Families,” “Everyone is
Welcome Here Except ICE,” etc. There
are seven designs to choose from. We’ve
gotten positive responses.

Some buildings on Main Street in
Springfield are owned by Lane County
Commissioner David Loveall. Even though
employees are with us in spirit, they must
decline knowing Loveall would not want
them in his windows.

We’re trying to build a sense of commu-
nity. Hopefully, when other businesses see

the signs, they’ll be inspired to hang them
in their windows.

We make a list of the businesses that
take the sign, post them on our private
Discord app and ask our 9oo-plus members
to support these small businesses.

We could use more people to approach
businesses. We go out in pairs, and there
is a script we follow. We give the owner or
manager the laminated signs they chose.

Cathy Meyer
Eugene

The People Have Spoken

After the latest No Kings rallies, it is
clear that many Americans are alarmed
about the actual dictatorship being imple-
mented by the Trump regime, and are ready
to oppose it. The people have spoken, now
it’s time for our leaders to act. U.S. gover-
nors must immediately convene a confer-
ence to plan united emergency actions in
the face of future Trump schemes, which
definitely include invoking the Insurrec-
tion Act.

Such a conference is not only neces-
sary from a tactical point of view, but
would be a great morale booster to us,
who wonder if our leaders recognize the
seriousness and urgency of the situation.
Please contact Gov. Tina Kotek and urge
her to get the ball rolling for such a confer-
ence and maybe even host it.

Jere Rosemeyer
Eugene

Why No Permit?

While the No Kings march Oct. 18 was
such a wonderful event, one thing was
sorely lacking — a permit for the march.
During the march we witnessed a danger-
ous situation where a couple volunteers
on bikes were attempting to hold back
traffic for over a half hour on the busy 7th
Avenue as the marchers crossed 7th on
Olive Street. The situation grew extremely
tense, and I was beginning to wonder if a
driver was going to explode in anger and
drive into the march.

Having the local police help with redi-
recting the traffic would have been so
much better, as those cars would have
been following an alternate route. Appar-

ently, the march organizers didn’t get a
permit and are not interested in working
with the police.

I think that extreme stance alienates
anyone stuck in traffic and also puts the
police in a dangerous position when they
have to step in. One officer I was talking to
seemed frustrated that he was put into such
a disorganized and dangerous situation.

We need to work with the local police
in any protest that involves walking down
city streets. It will build trust between the
protesters and the police and make it safer
for everyone involved.

Scott Zarnegar
Eugene

Dismantle the Kingdom

The No Kings party is over. The exhil-
arating turnout has come and gone. Signs
are put away, inflatables deflated and most
of us are right back to the lives we were
leading before Oct. 18. And yes, there are
still kings.

Well, kings need kingdoms and we,
the American people, sustain that king-
dom. If we don’t want kings, then we’ve
got to dismantle the kingdom. How? For
starters, we can stop financing it. We can
divest from companies owned by the very
kings we are protesting against.

We can withhold a portion of our taxes
that are supporting the Department of War.
(After all, kingdoms rely on their militar-
ies for defense and expansion.) We can
bank with a community credit union that
invests locally rather than a big commer-
cial bank. We can be more mindful about
where we spend and what we spend on.
Maybe we even ask ourselves, “Is this
purchase necessary?” (Our consumption
feeds the kingdom.)

At the very least, we can consider if
our purchase is benefitting a company, an
industry or an entity that is causing harm
to people and the planet. Our kingdom is
responsible for a great deal of harm, near
and far. It is up to us to change that. So if
we’re really “invested” in No Kings, then it
is time we all divest from the kingdom. For
without kingdoms, there can be no kings.

Moilly Sirois
Eugene

by TOM TOMORROW

SIR, THE EAST WING HAS BEEN
DEMOLISHED, JUST LIKE You

VERY CLEARLY TOLD EVERYONE You
WERE PLANNING To Do!

BIG, BEAUTIFUL [
BALLROOM! |

I NEEDED THE[{ONLY A RADICAL

AND WE REALLY OWNED THE LIBS
WITH THAT A.l. VIDEO OF YOU WEAR-
ING A CROWN AND DUMPING SHIT
ON AMERICAN CITIZENS FROM A
A FIGHTER JET!

A2 T THOUGHT I

REALLY DID THAT!

--I'M CERTAIN THE PUBLIC
WiLL BE NOTHING BUT SUPPORTIVE
OF YOUR DEMAND THAT THE D.0.J,

PAY You $230 MILLION FOR
SOMEWHAT UNCLEAR REASONS!

THEY WERE VERY UN-
FAIR TO TRUMP! But [
I'Ll. CONSIDER GIVING
THE MONEY TO CHARITY--
BEFORE I DECIDE TO [f¥
KEEP 11!

AND THE MULTI-BILLION BAILOUT FOR
ARGENTINA 15 DEFINITELY GOING
To BE POPULAR HERE AT HOME!
N N
WHAT ELSE WOULD WE
SPEND THE MONEY ON?
HEALTH INSURANCE SUB~
SIDIES FOR POORS?

HA HA!
AS IFi

WE'LL WIN THE SHUTDOWN, SIR!
AND WE'LL PUT To REST THIS DUMB
IDEA THAT YOU'RE SOME KIND OF
KING, RATHER THAN A SIMPLE
PRESIDENT WITH UNCHECKED POWER!

THAT REMINDS ME -~
WHATS THE LATEST ON
THE Civit WAR I'M
TRYING TO PROVOKE?

--WE'VE ESTABLISHED BEACHHEADS
IN SEVERAL ENEMY STRONGHOLDS,
INCLUDING PORTLAND AND CHICAGO--
AND WE'RE GEARING UP FOR THE
BATILE Of NEW YORK CITY!
B e

MAYBE WE SHOULD | “IWE'LL ABSO-

... JOIN SPARKY'’S LIST: thismodernworld.com/subscriptions

GO NUCLEAR. T | ILUTELY KEEP
HAVE A FOOTBALL,[V|THAT oPTioN |
YOU KNOW. F{IN_MIND, SIR.|
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NEXT. You DON'T WANT T0 KNoW. [
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