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We were motivated to organize this proj-

ect after watching the devastating raids 

and inspiring resistance in Los Angeles. 

We learned the subject matter and 

prepared materials to leave at businesses. 

We made routes of local businesses to 

visit, and put out the call for volunteers 

on various Signal chats and at local meet-

ings. We were shocked and buoyed by the 

incredible volunteer response, which made 

it possible to canvass over 75 businesses 

to date, with more than 35 volunteers.

This project was conceived by a group 

of six friends with varying degrees of 

community organizing experience and 

limited resources, but with a shared desire 

to build a better, more just world. We 

encourage our fellow community members 

to join existing resistance eff orts during 

this time of rising authoritarianism. If a 

group or project doesn’t exist that matches 

your vision, remember that you can build 

it. We are always stronger collectively. 

History has repeatedly shown us that our 

liberation is bound together. Let’s do this!

Maeve Goodbody and Alex Safron

Canvassing for Community Defense

Eugene

A Single-Payer System
I recently joined the Lane County Health 

Care for All Oregon group that is advocating 

better health care for citizens of Oregon by 

developing a single-payer system which will 

eliminate the for-profi t corporate health 

insurance companies.  

My friends and relatives often strug-

gle to fi nd urgent care or get an immedi-

ate appointment with their primary care 

provider. The closure of PeaceHealth’s 

emergency department on Hilyard Street in 

Eugene was a big shock to folks in Eugene 

who now have to either drive to Peace-

Health Springfi eld or McKenzie-Willamette 

Hospital in Springfi eld. Both emergency 

centers are slammed with many patients, 

so the waits are long and arduous and far 

away from many Eugene neighborhoods. 

I have learned that doctors, nurses and 

other medical staff  have restrictions put 

on the procedures and treatments that 

are needed by certain patients because 

of the insurance companies and what 

health care expenses they are willing to 

cover. As a society, we need to reform the 

healthcare system so it works for every-

one. Health care should be available for 

preventive medicine and emergencies for 

all children and adults, and the expenses 

shared through wages, fees and taxes. 

Health Care for All Oregonians has been 

planning for over two decades to design 

a stream-lined health care system. Please 

check out their website at HCAO.org.

Janet Brougher

Eugene
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