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OPINION

The Wrath of the UO
Bob Keefer’s article (“Art of Politics,” 

EW 7/31) describes a University of Oregon 

administration that has lost its moral bear-

ings. At the heart of this case is the alleged 

distress to a highly-paid dean from a four-

day undergraduate exhibit that the Dean 

did not even see. The administration is 

spending tens of thousands of dollars to 

conduct an endless investigation address-

ing the Dean’s concerns. But the adminis-

tration has shown absolutely no concern 

for Cassy Steuerwald, the student being 

hounded by all this. Four hours of inter-

rogations, endless requests for photos, 

emails, etc., etc. — consider the distress 

you would have felt as a sophomore student 

with all of this bearing down on you.

But the UO administration couldn’t 

care less. By policy, investigations of this 

sort are supposed to last 30 days. This 

one is now into its fi fth month, with no 

end in sight. I have been complaining to 

the administration for months about the 

distress this is causing Steuerwald, and 

the response of the administration has 

been — to blame Steuerwald!

What is happening to the University of 

Oregon? Steuerwald is a talented, brilliant 

student attending the UO on an academic 

excellence scholarship. The administration 

should be welcoming to students like him; 

instead, they treat him like a criminal. The 

administration should be encouraging 

art-works addressing the diffi  cult political 

issues of today. Instead, it responds with 

McCarthy-esque inquisitions to “name the 

names” of other students upset about Gaza. 

In the past, the UO has been a place 

of robust dialogue and disagreement. It 

has been the home of principled voices, 

like Paul Olum, Robert Clark and Jennifer 

Freyd. Not anymore, when merely mention-

ing “Gaza,” or “Palestine” or “genocide” 

can bring the wrath of the administration 

down on your head.

Cheyney Ryan

Eugene

Helpful Advice
If you take an art class at University 

of Oregon (EW, 7/31), confi ne yourself to 

pictures of happy seagulls, happy mush-

rooms and happy running shoes — and 

avoid using the color pink.

Jan Mascall

Eugene

It Was Inevitable
Daniel Aron Kahn’s actions in stab-

bing two Springfi eld police offi  cers were 

tragic and inexcusable, but understanding 

the why behind this incident is critical. 

Mental illness, as described by his father 

in a recent Oregonian article, played a 

signifi cant role in this tragedy that ended 

up costing Kahn his life July 31. 

According to his father, Kahn suff ered 

from severe mental health conditions, 

including a disorder that caused him to 

reject the very existence of his illness. 

This is a devastating Catch 22: part of his 

condition was an inability to recognize 

that he needed help. This is not an excuse 

for his actions but a stark illustration of a 

broader systemic failure. Like millions of 

Americans living in poverty, Kahn faced 

a health care system that is often inac-

cessible, underfunded and ill-equipped 

to address complex mental health issues. 

For those without fi nancial resources, 

navigating mental health treatment is a 

daunting challenge, made even harder when 

the illness itself convinces the individual 

they don’t need care. Add to this the stigma 

surrounding mental health and the lack of 

proactive intervention programs, and it’s 

clear why tragedies like this can occur.

This incident underscores the urgent 

need for reform in how we address mental 

health, particularly for the most vulnera-

ble. A system that leaves people like Kahn 

untreated and unsupported doesn’t just 

fail the individual, it endangers communi-

ties and puts law enforcement in impos-

sible situations. We need better access to 
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