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ANGELS AND  

ALLIGATOR ALCATRAZ 

A Fairy Angel 
Loved the squib about Opal Whiteley 

in your recent issue of the Weekly. What a 

unique American, a true original, and oh, so 

home grown. A fairy angel on earth. Sadly, 

after she was found by British authorities 

in 1948 living in squalor, the social workers 

moved Opal into a benign mental hospi-

tal, where she could indulge her Francoise 

fantasy, receive visitors, socialize, and have 

a roof over her head. When she died there 

in 1992, at age 95, a special ethereal spirit 

left the world. It seems few of them fare 

well in this vale of tears.

Mike Bonner

Eugene 

Downtown Isn’t Scary 
Downtown merchants have been 

complaining for years about the homeless 

they think are scaring their customers away. 

The weird thing is, they’re just increasing 

the public “perception” that downtown is 

dangerous. Which is not my experience 

when I go there. I’ve lived in cities, like 

Oakland, California, that are quite tense. 

Downtown Eugene feels to me like a sleepy 

small town. I think the business people are 

cutting their own throats.

Maybe there is just not that much down-

town that we really need?

Lynn Porter 

Homeless Action, Eugene 

 

EW Brings You the News 
This past issue reminds me of why I take 

the Eugene Weekly. No other news media 

brought up that the Bi-Mart on Willakenzie 

could be gone. 

T h e  R e g i s t e r - G u a r d ,  L o o k o u t 

Eugene-Springfield, nothing about this. 

Bi-Mart is a very strong member of this 

community and for a store who has been 

there for 30 years, could be leaving, one 

would think this would be headline news. 

There have been other reports by the Weekly 

that other news media don’t report. I don’t 

know why, must have different standards 

in reporting the news.

I have lived here 60-plus years, retired, 

have always tried to be informed of what 

is happening, hence why I take three news-

papers, figure I have the bases covered.

I would ask what qualifies to be newswor-

thy, is there a guideline? I would think the 

Bi-Mart story would be a must, must not be.

So taking the Eugene Weekly I get news 

others feel not newsworthy, but it is, never 

would have known about Bi-Mart.

Steven E Hunnicutt 

Eugene 

GOP Shows its  
True Colors at the Fair 

While attending the Lane County Fair on 

Friday, I saw the display at the Lane County 

Republican Party booth selling “Alligator 

Alcatraz” shirts. The design alludes to a 

dark fantasy where immigrants are fed to 

alligators, a grotesque and dehumanizing 

image. It was really gross. The shirt’s imag-

ery makes light of the suffering and deaths 

of immigrants, turning real human pain into 

a political joke and a fundraising gimmick.

Many in our community have responded 

on social media with anger and disbelief. 

That reaction is justified. Mocking the suffer-

ing of vulnerable people to raise money or 

provoke outrage is not strong or bold. It is 

cowardly. It reflects a hollow kind of poli-

tics built not on principle but on cruelty. 

It signals a lack of empathy and a willing-

ness to abandon basic decency in pursuit 

of attention and profit.

It’s also important to be fair to the people 

who work at the fair, which is held on public 

property and bound by First Amendment 

protections. They cannot reject a vendor 

based on the content of political speech. If 

you are disturbed, as I was, please share your 

concerns with the Lane County commission, 

the Fair Board and the Oregon Department 

of Justice’s Bias Response Program.

OPINION

letters
Asian Food

Market

Asian Food

Market

www.sunriseasianfood.com
M - Sa 9am - 7pm • Su 10am - 6pm

70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene • 541-343-3295

Largest Selection of

Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen 

products, deli, snacks, drinks, 

sauces, spices, produce, 

housewares, and more.

We carry groceries from Holland, 
India, Pakistan and Polynesia

Sushi & Asian deli take-out

29TH AVENUE
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Sunrise

Woodfield Station
SHOPPING CENTER

Terry White
Eugene True Value Hardware

THANK YOU TO

ALL OF OUR

CUSTOMERS

FOR KEEPING IT

LOCAL. 

THAT KIND OF

SUPPORT REALLY 

MATTERS.
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541-232-3753

MOSS REMOVAL
2 STORY HOUSE $475 - 1 STORY HOUSE $325 

MOSS TREATMENT AVAILABLE

GUTTER CLEANING
2 STORY HOUSE $225 - 1 STORY HOUSE $150 

EXTERIOR HOUSE PAINTING
2 STORY HOUSE $12500 - 1 STORY HOUSE $4500

YARD CLEANUP

DEMOLITION

$865 CUSTOM PAINTING
KITCHEN AND BATH

CEDAR FENCE
80FT OF FENCING $3500

MAKE YOUR OLD FENCE
LIKE NEW AGAIN

CLEAN, STAIN & SEAL UP TO 100FT $1275

R E T I R ED

HANDYMAN
With Y�ng Muscle and G
d Help
s! 

~ MONTHLY SPECIALS ~


