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in this for attention — he’s in it to do the 

work. He listens more than he talks, asks 

the right questions and follows through.

As a Springfi eld resident, I won’t see 

his name on my ballot, but if I could vote 

for him, I would. Hiura brings a mix of 

practical thinking and genuine care that’s 

sorely needed in education leadership. He 

understands both the big-picture chal-

lenges and the everyday realities schools 

are facing, and he doesn’t pretend to have 

all the answers — he just wants to help.

If you live in the district, I hope you’ll 

support him. Learn more at ThomasHi-

ura.com.

Patty Rose

Springfield

EW on the Commission 

Vote

I knew that EW would slam Commis-

sioners David Loveall and Ryan Ceniga 

over their “no” votes on county sanctuary 

for illegal migrants (Slant, 4/24).

However, theirs were the only respon-

sible votes on the proposal. “How so?” 

you ask:

First, there’s Title 8, Chapter 1324(a) 

of Federal Code that makes it a felony to 

“conceal, harbor or shield from detection, 

or attempt to conceal, harbor or shield 

from detection” illegal immigrants.  

That is exactly what Oregon and other 

sanctuary jurisdictions have been doing 

for years. This is one way Oregon has been 

incentivizing illegal immigration to our 

state for more than a decade.  

That this law has been ignored for the 

past four years is a red fl ag for our current 

Dept. of Justice, which has already fi led 

federal charges against Illinois, New York 

and has notifi ed other sanctuary jurisdic-

tions, including Oregon, of their policies 

being in violation. Gov. Tina Kotek was 

warned that “Such lawlessness subjects 

you and your subordinates to signifi cant 

risk of criminal and civil liability.”

Next, we have the Article VI “Suprem-

acy Clause” of the U.S. Constitution which 

clarifi es that federal law supersedes state 

law in cases of conflict. That includes 

Oregon’s sanctuary policy.

 Democrats are fond of saying “nobody 

is above the law.” EW apparently disagrees. 

Legal immigration is welcomed.  Illegal 

immigration needs to be stopped.

All Lane County commissioners took 

an oath to uphold the law and the Consti-

tution. Commissioners Loveall and Ceniga 

honored that oath and deserve commen-

dation, not condemnation.

Jerry Ritter

Springfield

OPINION

SHARON SCHUMAN,
1946-2025
Through music, literature and 
running, she rose up from childhood 
poverty to offer decades of service to 
the community

BY BOB KEEFER

Sharon Schuman, a concert violinist, politi-

cal activist and retired university professor in 

Eugene, died Wednesday, April 23, when a driver 

lost control of his car for as-of-yet unknown 

reasons and hit her while she was running at 

Amazon Park. She was 79.

Schuman was born Sharon Avonette Johnson, 

the youngest of six children, on Feb. 11, 1946. Her 

impoverished parents worked as live-in caretak-

ers on a wealthy estate in San Rafael, California, 

says Schuman’s daughter, Rebecca Schuman, of 

Eugene. “They had very little,” she says of her 

mother’s family. “She slept in a crib until she 

was nine years old. And she experienced abuse.”

Sharon transcended her childhood with the 

help of music and literature, her daughter says. 

An aunt gave Sharon a violin when she was nine, 

and a high school English teacher later intro-

duced her to reading novels and poetry. Sharon 

practiced violin religiously and received a schol-

arship to study music at Stanford. “She arrived 

there a complete hayseed, knowing nothing 

about anything,” Rebecca says. “And then, in her 

sophomore year, she met my dad.”

The two undergraduates found each other 

on a study abroad program in Florence, Italy, 

Rebecca says, adding that an excess of chianti 

may have been involved on the night the couple 

got together. Sharon gave up drinking after that 

night, but the pair remained inseparable. 

She and David Schuman soon moved in to-

gether, to the chagrin of their parents, and got 

married years later in a backyard ceremony — 

Sharon wore “a  scandalously short mini dress,” 

Rebecca says — only after they graduated. He 

would go on to study law at the University of 

Oregon, became a judge on the Oregon Court 

of Appeals and later taught as a professor of 

constitutional law at the UO. She taught litera-

ture as a professor at Willamette University and 

later the UO.

The couple would have two children, Rebecca, 

who lives in Eugene with her daughter, and her 

brother, Ben, who lives in Austin, Texas, with his 

family.

After Rebecca was born, Sharon took up 

jogging, following the jogging craze of the 1960s 

and ’70s. She took to running every day and ran 

her fi rst marathon, in Eugene, in 1982. In 1996 

she qualifi ed for the Boston Marathon and ran 

it in 4:14. “She was a very serious runner,” her 

daughter says. “She did the Butte to Butte reli-

giously every year for 44 years.”

It was her childhood poverty that drove 

Sharon’s unrelenting dedication to social causes, 

Rebecca says.

“When she saw a wrong that needed righting, 

she did not ask for permission. She just jumped 

in.”

One of those causes was the Fanconi Cancer 

Foundation (formerly the Fanconi Anemia Re-

search Fund) created by the late UO President 

Dave Frohnmayer and his wife, Lynn Frohn-

mayer, to fi nd a cure for the disease that took 

three of their daughters. “She wasn’t just on the 

board,” Rebecca says of Sharon’s eff orts. “She 

didn’t just raise money. She went to scientifi c 

conferences to see what progress was being 

made.” 

Lynn Frohnmayer says Sharon, who she 

describes as “a fi erce advocate for this cause,” 

over the years raised more than half a million 

dollars for her foundation by soliciting donations 

from friends and family members and playing 

the violin at more than two dozen house con-

certs. 

Lynn says she and Sharon knew each other 

socially through the years that their husbands 

worked together at the University of Oregon 

and the Justice Department. It was starting in 

1996, when Sharon became Amy Frohnmayer’s 

violin teacher, that the two women saw each 

other more regularly and grew close. Lynn says 

Sharon was deeply fond of Amy, who had Fanconi 

anemia, and accepted the invitation to be on the 

foundation’s board. In addition to raising funds, 

Lynn says, Sharon “did a deep dive” into the 

disease and attended many symposia featuring 

hundreds of scientists from around the world. 

“She sat with me in the front seats and she av-

idly took notes and soaked in the science,” Lynn 

says.

She notes that it wasn’t just the Fanconi 

Cancer Foundation that benefi ted from Sharon’s 

seemingly abundant energy. “She was a dyna-

mo,” Lynn says, “and she had deep concern for 

the problems in our community.”

Sharon also strongly supported FOOD For 

Lane County, Rebecca says.

All the while she was making music. Sha-

ron played regularly as a concert violinist. She 

was one of the founding members of Eugene’s 

Chamber Music Amici. She performed with the 

Oregon Bach Festival, with Eugene Opera and 

with the Oregon Mozart Players.

She played benefi t concerts to raise money 

for causes. She was a longtime member of the 

Eugene Round Table, and served on boards of 

Square One Villages and the Mozart Players.

“I think we’re all heart broken,” Lynn says. 

“And those of us who knew Sharon well are just 

devastated by this senseless loss.” 

David Schuman died after a bicycle collision in 

Eugene in 2019. Sharon Schuman is survived by 

her two children and three grandchildren. 

A memorial service is set for Monday, May 5, at noon at 

Richard E. Wildish Community Theater, 630 Main Street in 

Springfi eld —  the home of Chamber Music Amici. An open 

house reception and celebration of life is 2 pm to 7 pm the 

same day at PublicHouse, 418 Main Street, Springfi eld.
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SHARON SCHUMAN PLAYING IN THE

DEBUT OF ROOSTER AND THE 

FOX IN 2021. Photo courtesy Chamber Music Amici 


