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OPINION

letters
Lawson for Zone 3

Right now the stakes could not be higher 

for education. And the same is true for 

our outstanding community college, Lane 

Community College.

What we need during such tumultuous 

and uncertain times is a strong leader and 

a new voice. I have been inspired by the 

vision and leadership of Devon Lawson 

and his run for the LCC Board for Zone 3. 

Lawson brings invaluable lived expe-

rience and a fresh perspective on how 

to make community college and higher 

education accessible to all learners and 

students. One of his top campaign priori-

ties, which matters to me and many fami-

lies, is to re-open LCC’s DEI offi  ce, which 

has been closed since 2023. This offi  ce 

will help ensure that all students get what 

they need to thrive and succeed. Lawson 

is committed to fi ghting for aff ordability 

in a time when the federal government is 

taking away opportunities like Pell Grants. 

He is also a leader who will fi ght to keep 

ICE off  campus so education can be safe 

and welcoming for all community members.

As a parent of a prospective LCC 

student, I trust Lawson to put the needs 

of students, staff  and community foremost 

and to lead with distinction. Please join me 

in voting for him this May special election.

Ericka Thessen

Eugene

Downtown Protest

Last Saturday (April 19), while I was 

downtown protesting the Trump adminis-

tration, I was approached by a reporter from 

KEZI 9 News, who off ered to interview me. 

I was glad to oblige. Proud of my eloquent 

response on the fl y, I was disappointed 

when the story aired later that night. My 

response was reduced to a few short bits, 

leaving out the more controversial points 

I made about comparing Trump’s power 

grab to that seen in Nazi Germany, and 

my commentary about deporting anyone 

regardless of legal status or criminal back-

ground without due process. 

During the protest, I was holding a sign 

that read, “No Nazis: Arrest Elon Musk” 

with a slash going through a picture of Elon 

Musk doing the Nazi salute. The reporter 

asked me to fl ip the poster around to reveal 

a more generic “Fight, Rebel, Resist,” stating 

he had to remain neutral. I would believe 

it is a reporter’s job to capture the full 

sentiments of their interviewees. While I 

understand the time constraints and the 

need for a short, concise clip, I also worry 

that the media is engaging in its own censor-

ship to avoid becoming a future target. It is 

concerning that even though we still have 

our right to free speech, certain media 

companies already seem to be caving to 

outside political pressures. If the media 

and other institutions are unwilling to 

uphold the First Amendment out of fear 

of the consequences, democracy may very 

well be dead already.

Erica Lyon

Eugene

CAHOOTS will be Missed

To Mick Harty (EW Viewpoint, 4/17): 

I’m angry, too. I’m a retired home health 

psychiatric RN, so I didn’t run into you 

folks often, but when I did I was impressed. 

Thank you for treating people as human 

beings, not their diagnosis. You will be very 

missed. Thank you for those people you 

intervened with and stayed out of crisis. 

Just, thank you.

Leslie Gottshall-Decker

Cottage Grove

Hiura for Lane ESD Board

I’m endorsing Thomas Hiura for the 

Lane ESD Board because he’s smart, 

grounded and committed to making a 

real diff erence for students and families 

in Lane County.

Hiura and I fi rst met when I interviewed 

him on my show (Spent the Rent podcast), 

and we’ve stayed in touch since. Over time, 

I’ve come to respect his steady, thought-

ful approach to public service. He’s not 


