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OPINION

letters

Keep the Fee

With new threats to democracy emerging
daily on the national level, it’s easy to lose
sight of the ongoing need to protect our
communities at the local level. Eugene’s
City Council recently approved the fire
service fee to make our fire and emergency
medical services more robust by charging
an average of $10 a month to homeowners
and $38 to businesses. All of the $10 million
generated annually will be used to fund
fire and EMS. The fund includes monies
for low-income assistance with the fees.

The L.A. fires were a wake-up call.
Regardless of your insurance, if local fire
systems are inadequate, your home may
burn during a major fire event. I think most
people agree that boosting fire services is
a good plan.

However, not everyone agrees on how
to fund the plan. Small-government conser-
vatives want to send the fire service fee to
voters and balance the budget by cutting
$11.5 million from city services across the
board. City councilors who don’t support
funding cuts are being threatened with
recall.

Remember Claire Syrett’s recall? She
was removed from her council seat by a
small, vocal minority who know that voter
turnout is often lower in recall elections. A
similar group is trying these tactics again
over the fire fee. As federal government
funding is gutted, keeping local services
strong is more important than ever. We
owe it to ourselves to stay vigilant and
vote in all city elections. Let’s not allow
the tail to wag the dog again.

Lily Pearl Johnson
Eugene

Don’t Sign the Petition

As a former member of the board of
the Eugene Chamber of Commerce, I
was dismayed to see that the Chamber
has spent $27,000 to hire out-of-town

signature gatherers to put the fire service
fee on the ballot.

Volunteer members of the community
have spent over a year studying ways to
balance the city budget, studying over two
dozen alternatives before settling on the fire
service fee. After presenting their recom-
mendations to the City Council, our elected
representatives voted in favor of the fee.

Now uninformed signature gatherers are
using tax-scare tactics to try to erase this
hard work. At a time when dedicated public
servants are being eliminated from their
jobs across the nation, causing disruptions
to families and communities, it’s shocking
that some in our business community
are trying to do the same here in Eugene.
Though no one likes paying more taxes,
we need to bear in mind that those taxes
pay for the things that we enjoy in Eugene.
Things like community gardens, animal
welfare services, clean and safe parks and
efficient delivery of vital services. To learn
more go to EugeneSOS.com. I urge people
to not sign the Chamber petition.

David Funk
Eugene

The Downside of Capped
Taxes

When we moved to Eugene 17 years ago
we were delighted to learn that because
of Oregon legislation, property taxes were
capped at 3 percent increase each year.
Our previous abode in Texas had no such
protection so we had to appeal the valu-
ation every year if we thought the value
exceeded property sales in the area.

After living here a few years we saw the
downside to that legislation with degraded
roads in Eugene but also with the (now) 17
different property taxes. They have other
names, but they are still taxes. When I
looked at the tax bill on our previous house
in Texas, there are still only three taxing
entities. And yes, the taxes are higher, but
the services are better and more consistent
along with excellent road repair.

I understand from convos with legis-
lators here that Oregon has tried several
times to install a sales tax but that it has
failed. I think if the general population
could be assured that 14 percent of the
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Largest Selection of

Asian Groceries

Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen

products, deli, snacks, drinks,
sauces, spices, produce,
housewares, and more.

We carry groceries from Holland,
India, Pakistan and Polynesia
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www.sunriseasianfood.com
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2 STORY HOUSE $575 - 1 STORY HOUSE $375
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