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Now You Know
Enjoyed your story about “Oregon’s 

Hippie Island” in Crete (EW, 2/6) , and I 

gasped at the last line: “beneath the Matala 

moon.” That’s what Joni Mitchell was sing-

ing in “Carey”! None of my guesses made 

any sense.

Kathy Kifer

Eugene

Gun Toting and Bible 
Quoting

David Loveall is the “gun toting, Bible 

quoting” current president of the Lane 

County Board of Commissioners. He rakes 

in $114,000 of our taxpayer dollars per year. 

Is he who we want to lead our county into 

the future? His term is over December 2026. 

Come on Springfield, surely you deserve 

better leadership!

Debra McGee

Eugene

This is Not Sustainable
The recent ice and snowstorm exposed 

a painful truth: When systems fail, lives 

are at risk. With no official daytime warm-

ing spaces, our unhoused neighbors were 

left shivering on sidewalks, desperate for 

shelter.

In a city of over 180,000 people, only 

two buildings — the St. Vincent de Paul 

Highway 99 Service Station and the down-

town Eugene Public Library — opened their 

doors to large numbers of people. The rest 

was left to volunteers, faith leaders and 

outreach workers who refused to look away.

This should not be our reality. 

We cannot keep relying on last-minute 

efforts and grassroots volunteers to do 

the city’s job. When agencies shut down 

and no official emergency response is in 

place, it is churches, outreach teams and 

neighbors who ensure people stay alive.

But this isn’t sustainable.

Cities, emergency managers and policy-

makers must act now. We need designated 

public daytime warming spaces during 

severe weather — not just overnight shel-

ters that send people back into the cold 

at dawn.

Eugene prides itself on compassion, yet 

when the weather turns deadly, people are 

left on the streets with nowhere to go. How 

many more storms will it take before we 

treat this as the crisis it is?

Sarah Koski

Eugene

A Life Well Lived
Sad announcement: Tom Brown, a 

local activist, Our Revolution Lane County 

member and so much more, passed away 

on Jan. 22.

Brown was a tireless activist and fellow 

warrior until his longtime health issues kept 

him from participating in the activities he 

usually attended. 

Brown was known for his steadfast 

belief in progressive values. He was dedi-

cated to fighting for the rights of others 

and he attended many rallies, marches, 

etc. where his huge banners — “Healthcare 

for All” and “Women’s Rights are Human 

Rights” — could be seen (with him stand-

ing behind them).

Brown also helped table for ORLC and 

ESSN, and he went to many other events 

(too many to list here). He also wrote the 

ORLC email newsletter, which later changed 

to the E-volution Newsletter. 

Brown is missed by his friends and 

family, and we honor his life by continuing 

to do what we can to improve life on this 

planet for everyone.

Kristy Murray

Eugene

Think of the Gardens
The Eugene City Council continues 

to work on its urban growth plans, with 

permissions for more infill and accessory 

dwelling units (ADU) on existing properties. 

Regardless of what the City Council allows, 

I hope people who are building additional 

dwellings keep in mind the needs of your 

neighbors.  

Please recognize that, as food prices 

increase, it will continue to be important 

for people to be able to grow their own 

food. This means they must have sunlight 

on their gardens. If your home faces south, 

remember that a tall backyard dwelling will 

cut off sunlight to your back neighbor’s 

south facing gardens. Same with neighbor-

ing construction on each side. Please keep 

your buildings low in height, and perhaps 

your neighbor will thank you by sharing 

some delicious garden produce.

Tricia Hedin

Eugene

Volunteers with Love
Over the last weeks I and many others 

have participated in volunteering for Egan 

Warming Centers in a variety of ways. Some 

cooking at a kitchen in the afternoon — 

chopping vegetables, making sandwiches 

to go or picking up donations from various 

places; setting up sleeping mats or serving 

dinner; playing music or handing out blan-

kets; checking in guests and their belongings 

or some staying outside all night; handing 

out oatmeal and hot cocoa in the morning 

or coming in early to clean up and make it 

look like 90 to 150 people weren’t sleeping 

there just an hour ago; or others planning 

on what would happen the next cold night. 

Where would we set up? Would there 

be enough volunteers to open?

To all these people and more I witnessed 

an immense amount of gratitude from the 

guests. I also witnessed kindness, patience 

and compassion towards one another. 

Being awakened at 6:30 am to get ready to 

go out in the cold, some were understand-

ably grumpy, but kindness and patience 

prevailed.

Knowing Egan wasn’t open last night 

(Feb. 13) I found it hard to sleep, wonder-

ing where these people were finding food 

and shelter. I suspect I wasn’t alone in 

these thoughts.

My deep thanks to all at Egan, St. Vincent 

de Paul’s, the many volunteers, and most of 

all, to those guests who came and changed 

my life. I hope others will find suitable ways 

to join us. Volunteer, donate and give our 

fellow human beings some love.

Kathy Reardon

Eugene

OPINION

lettersAsian Food

Market

Asian Food

Market

www.sunriseasianfood.com
M - Sa 9am - 7pm • Su 10am - 6pm

70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene • 541-343-3295

Largest Selection of

Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen 

products, deli, snacks, drinks, 

sauces, spices, produce, 

housewares, and more.

We carry groceries from Holland, 
India, Pakistan and Polynesia

Sushi & Asian deli take-out

29TH AVENUE
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Sunrise

Woodfield Station
SHOPPING CENTER

ALL ARE 
WELCOME

COME FOR THE FOOD, 
BUT LEAVE LIKE 

FAMILY

Chicken Fried 
Steak

Biscuits & 
Gravy

Eggs Benedict

Hand Made 
Burgers

Daily Soups

Lunch 
Specials

BAKERY

Bread, Cakes, 
Cookies, Pies, 

Danish, Cinnamon 
Rolls, Cupcakes, 
Custom Ordering

BREAKFAST & LUNCH 
SERVED ALL DAY

790 Blair Blvd., Eugene
(541) 603-9888

abilitiesdinerandbakery.com

Find us on or
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