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slant It’s Slanted

BY EW EDITORIAL STAFF

>> In a viewpoint column this week, retired 

Pastor Dan Bryant compares recent 

politics to the Hitler era, and the 

comparison warrants emphasis 

as Donald Trump continues 

to say bizarre and dangerous 

things. Historians will remem-

ber that before the Nazis began 

to murder Jewish people, there 

was the Madagascar Plan to send 

Europe’s Jews to the island off  

the southeastern coast of Africa. 

Sounds a lot like sending immigrants 

to Guantanamo or removing Gazans and 

sending them to Jordan and other Arab nations, 

doesn’t it? 

>> It’s time to start pondering the May election! The Lane Commu-

nity College Board of Education already has contenders entering the race. 

Incumbent Austin Fölnagy will be running to retain his East Lane County 

seat. And Jesse Maldonado announced his candidacy for at-large seat 7. 

Maldonado was one of the candidates who applied to fi ll the seat after Lisa 

Fragala stepped down to take a seat in the Oregon Legislature. The board 

was unable to agree on someone to appoint. Eugene Weekly will be doing 

endorsements in the election — so if you decide to enter the political fray, 

let us know! Editor@EugeneWeekly.com. Note: Endorsements are indeed 

biased, that’s the nature of opinions and opinion pages! But here at EW — 

which is one of just a few newspapers in the state still doing this — we make 

our endorsement decisions based on research and interviews and seek to 

help voters make decisions that make Lane County a better place.

>> Save the world (or your small piece of it) by planting a native tree. 

Friends of Trees will be giving away more than 4,000 small native bare root 

trees and shrubs Saturday, Feb. 15, from 10 am to noon — or until all plants 

are all gone — in the parking lot of International Paper at 801 North 42nd 

Street in Springfi eld. FOT says plants go fast. Species include valley Ponder-

osa pine, quaking aspen, Douglas-fi r, Hooker’s willow and more. Check out 

what species are available and more at FriendsofTrees.org. FOT staff  will 

be there helping with tree selection, tree planting and care instructions. 

>> On Feb. 1, the Eugene City Council voted 5-3 approving a fi re 

service fee that the city says “will generate $10 million annually to stabilize 

and grow Eugene’s fi re and emergency medical services.” Mike Clark, Greg 

Evans and Randy Groves voted against the fee. The city’s press release says 

that the revenue will only be used to fund existing and new fi re and emer-

gency medical services, to administer the fee, and to support the fee-related 

income-based assistance program. The fee is based upon square footage 

and so will be about $10 a month for the median single-family home and $38 

per month for the median commercial customer. The Eugene Public Library 

Advocacy Committee had said passing the fee would lead to the fewest cuts 

to the library. Find out more about the fee at Eugene-or.gov/1872/Fire-Facts.

>> Bricks $ Mortar columnist Christian Wihtol is taking a well-earned 

break this week, but the column will be back at the end of the month with 

more dives into what’s being built and planned for Eugene. Got any tips? 

Let him know, Christian@EugeneWeekly.com. 

>> Eugene Weekly’s next Chow food issue is on the horizon! Got a tidbit 

of food news? Send it to Chow@EugeneWeekly.com! 

>> Are you reading Slant on page? Cool, that means the newspaper 

made it across the icy roads! And it means you’ve picked up one of more 

than 27,000 print copies around Lane County. See a spot that needs a box 

or a rack of Weeklys? Call 541-484-0519 or email Circulation@EugeneWeekly.

com. You can also check out EugeneWeekly.com for this week’s online extras 

— the model train swap meet coming to the Lane Events Center this week-

end, an update on Planned Parenthood under the Trump administration, 

what the Rural Organizing Project is doing to support rural human dignity, 

a discussion with Sen. Jeff  Merkley and more.

H. “Marshall” Peter of Eugene, 
Oregon, died Jan. 29 after a two and 
a half year battle with small cell 
lung cancer. He was 75. He will be 
remembered for his playful sense 
of humor, his tenacity in fighting 
for the underdog and his passion 
for live music. 

Marshall was born in Washing-
ton, D.C., to Humphrey Marshall 
Peter and Ellen White Peter. As the 
1960s counterculture unfolded, he 
headed west to Mt. Angel College 
(later Colegio Cesar 
Chavez) in Oregon 
where he earned a 
BA in General Stud-
ies (which he called 
“hipness”) and an El-
ementary Education 
Teaching Certificate. 
In 1976, he earned an 
MS in Special Educa-
tion from the Univer-
sity of Oregon. 

For 39 years, Mar-
shall’s career at Di-
rection Service focused on helping 
people with disabilities live fulfilling 
lives. He became the organization’s 
executive director in 1983. Addi-
tionally, in 1998, he founded and di-
rected CADRE, the U.S. Department 
of Education’s National Center on 
Dispute Resolution in Special Edu-
cation. He supported 500 local fam-
ilies and thousands more nationally 
through his work to improve spe-
cial education systems. He received 
numerous awards, including the 
Oregon Disabilities Commission’s 

Distinguished Service Award and 
the National Association of State 
Directors of Special Education’s R. 
Elwood Pace Humanitarian Award. 

Marshall deeply invested in his 
communities. He served on many 
boards and committees focused on 
human rights, community building 
and health. A member of Alcohol-
ics Anonymous since 1992, he em-
braced an “attitude of gratitude.” 
He found comfort in his faith at 

St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church and shared 
his love of music on 
his KOCF radio show, 
“Jumpin’ In and Out 
of the Blues.” He was 
a disc golf enthusiast 
and of course, a proud 
member of “Duck Na-
tion.” 

Marshall is survived 
by his wife, Susan and 
daughter, Hannah — 
together they were 

a wonderful team. He is also sur-
vived by his brother, Jarrett Carl-
isle Peter. His sister, Ellen Spotts-
wood Peter and his stepdaughter, 
Alana Rodakowski, preceded him 
in death. Marshall was particularly 
grateful for the guidance of his un-
cle Arthur Peter, after his father’s 
early death. 

A Celebration of Life will be held 3:30 pm Feb. 

24, at The Shedd, 285 East Broadway, Eugene. 

Memorial gifts can be made to St. Mary’s 

Episcopal Church, KOCF, Uplay Disc Golf and 

Pete Moore Hospice House.
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