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Community Film and
Fundraiser!

Join your fellow concerned community members
for a screening of the award-winning film
Borderland | The Line Within. Hosted by
Oregon Community Asylum Merwark (OCAN)
to raise awareness and funds to support asylum
seekers in Lane County.

Sunday, February 2

4:00 PM at The Arthouse
%10 in advance and $12
at the door

We hope to see you there!
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Special thanks to our communlity partner

Pacific Refugee Support Group @ .
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I Largest Selection i

I of Asian Groceries |

I Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products, l

deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices,

1 produce, housewares, and more. |

I We carry groceries from Holland, |

(¥  India, Pakistan and Polynesia [

) Sushi & Asian deli take-out I
|
|
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HAPPY LUNAR
NEW YEAR!

|

|

|

' o OFF EVERYTHING

| IN THE STORE!
*Excluding rice over

| 0 10lbs. and case prices.

Offer valid 1/22-1/29

Like us on Facebook!
facebook.com/sunriseasianfoodmarket

Mon - Sat9to 7 Sun 10 - 6
70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene ® 541-343-3295

weekly

YOU CAN HELP
US MAKE A
DIFFERENCE!
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OPINION

Frog, Noise,
Health Care
and More

Indeed, Fare Thee Well

I dor’t think Frog would mind if I stayed
home to celebrate his life. I’d like to drive
over to the WOW Hall and join the commu-
nity. It would be nice to see and be seen
in that group of people, but somehow, I
got behind the clock.

I saw him frequently at community
gatherings, sometimes out at the Oregon
Country Fair, but mostly along 13th Avenue
where it ends by the University of Oregon
book store. He always had an amusing
thing to say. And he was happy to make
a connection.

I’'m sorry I don’t know where he lived.
Did he sleep on the street? He was so
insightful, I'm sure he worked it out. I
depended on him to do so, so I never asked.

Today we are without him. For how
long will we remember him and the loving
contribution he gave to our community?
I'm sure there are stories being shared
today at the WOW. He would like that.

How did he become known as Frog,
anyway? He had other names; however,
Frog fit him. Sometimes croaking in the
background, he was present. Now we’ll
just hear his song on the wind. Or when
we’re down at the pond.

A beloved member of our lives will no
longer be seen. But I know his song will
continue to play in our hearts.

Fare thee well, Frog. Rivet.

Darlene Colborn
Springfield

Silence!

Does anyone else think that noise is
escalating in Eugene? Leaf blowers are
now the least offensive, if that is possible.

On our residential street, heavy rock
hauling trucks use it as a shortcut to I-5
as the drivers wouldn’t want to take an
extra 20 seconds to get on Delta. Naw,
they figure at 5 am that they’re awake, so
everyone else should be, too. There are
uncountable huge black trucks, badly tuned
small car engines and the really special
yee-haw pretend racers who use our 20
mph curve as a chicane. Lack of mufflers
only enhances their experience. We suggest
they put a big hose over the muffler and
pipe it into the driver’s window in order
to get the full effect for themselves.

I now wear soft earplugs in the house
along with headphones and have KWAX
as background music. That makes living
here tolerable.

Kim Kelly
Eugene

An Engineering Proposal

I feel that a South Bank multi-use path
connection between the Knickerbocker
Pedestrian Bridge and the Frohnmayer
Pedestrian Bridge (both over the Willa-
mette River) should be considered. The

reasons are as follows:

The multi-use connection would make
the Willamette River accessible to all in the
Eugene city limits and would set a prece-
dent for the city of Springfield to continue
the multi-use path through Glenwood.

The multi-use path on both sides of
the Willamette River from the Knicker-
bocker Bridge to the Owosso Bridge would
create a 12.5 mile route (just short of a
half marathon).

It would improve safety for bicyclists
not having to end along Franklin Boule-
vard from the Knickerbocker Bridge head-
ing west.

The city of Eugene has wonderful bicy-
cle and pedestrian infrastructure. The
multi-use path connection between the
Knickerbocker Pedestrian Bridge and the
Frohnmayer Pedestrian Bridge would be a
much-appreciated addition for the people
of Eugene.

Peter Pagter
Eugene

Ignorance of the Homeless
Don French is an ignorant man who
knows nothing about the reality of home-
lessness (EW online letters, 1/16). Most
homeless are not criminals, except in the
sense that our Eugene City Council has
effectively made homelessness a crime,
in spite of us telling them for years that
their constant sweeps are destructive
and accomplish nothing. I would support
disruption to force them to change their
policy. We need to organize.
Lynn Porter
Eugene

Care at PeaceHealth

I was happy to read the letter from
Wendy Harris (EW, 1/16) about the free
care she received from PeaceHealth. As a
nonprofit hospital, PeaceHealth is exempt
from paying federal and state corporate
income taxes and local property taxes. In
exchange for these savings, the IRS has
an expectation that nonprofit hospitals
provide “sufficient community benefit”
to justify their tax-exempt status.

Sufficient community benefit can
include free or reduced cost services,
like Harris received, and contributions
for community benefit, as exemplified by
their investment in PeaceHealth Rides.
A 2021 study found that the value of tax
exemptions was greater than the value
of charity care in 86 percent of nonprofit
hospitals nationwide. The IRS doesn’t
appear to have the bandwidth to ensure
that communities served by nonprofit
hospitals receive benefits equivalent to
the value of their tax exemptions.

So while anyone who receives free or
reduced-cost services from PeaceHealth
can follow Harris’ suggestion to offer a
“thank you,” we don’t really know as a
community if those services outweigh the
tax exemptions.

Bob Choquette
Springfield

We welcome letters on all topics and will print
as many as space allows, with priority given to
timely local issues for print. Find more letters at
EugeneWeekly.com. Please limit length to 250 words

and include your address and phone number for
our files. The deadline is 9 am Monday for Thursday
publication. Email to Letters@EugeneWeekly.com
or mail to 1251 Lincoln St., Eugene 97401. Read our
letters policy at EugeneWeekly.com/contact-us.
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