OPINION

MAGA Tactics

Iwholly concur with Deb McGee’s letter
(“MAGA and the County Charter,” EW,
8/15) and Bentley Freeman’s story (“It’s
Bullshit,” EW, 8/22) regarding the tena-
cious 3-2 conservative majority on the
Lane County Commission. Their push to
gerrymander the commission districts, in
a costly, low turnout 2025 special election,
is the epitome of undermining democracy
for political gain.

This is a prime example of how democ-
racy is fragile. Nationally, conservatives
have enacted minority rule by gerryman-
dering state and federal voting districts
since the 2000s. Democrats win more
votes, but Republicans win more seats in
the legislatures. That is the classic outcome
of “pack-&-crack” redistricting strategies,
and this is patently un-democratic.

The only thing that can stop this attempt
at minority rule of the county is the Lane
County Charter’s requirement for these
issues to be put to a vote of the people,
and the people actually turn out and vote
it down.

If there is an under-representation of
conservatives in city/county jurisdictions,
changes like Ranked Choice Voting system
or multi-member districts would be more
effective (and democratic) at attaining
“one person, one vote.”

Jim Stauffer
Eugene

A Movie Tip forEW

Thank you, EW, for nudging Gov. Tina
Kotek to nominate Ellen Waterston as
Oregon’s new poet laureate. May she
consider a way to continue the drive-
through poetry of her predecessor. I am
looking forward to reading Walking in
the High Desert and appreciate the blurb
from Timothy Egan who is no slouch as
a source of PNW lore.

A small quibble. Her brother Sam Water-
ston should be recognized by Eugene/
Springfield residents not from Law and
Order, but as the Indigenous cattle rustler
and proud owner on a McKenzie River boat
in the movie Rancho Deluxe (music by
Jimmy Buffett), which can be described as

the stoner version of The Missouri Breaks
with Slim Pickens playing the Marlon
Brando role and Jeff Bridges in Jack Nich-
olson’s role. Screenplay of both films by
Thomas McGuane. Harry Dean Stanton
in both.
Should be seen to be believed.
David Schworm
Eugene

Use ‘Horse Puckey’
Instead
We’re seeing the s**t word show up in
texts in substitution for the word “stuff”
— come on! That’s the kind of thing 13 year
olds do to shock those within earshot! If
you want me to look at the letters and toss
the Weekly after that, keep it up!
Lee Rothrock
Springfield

EDITOR’S NOTE: We did indeed use the word
“shit” several times last week. Had we said “stuff;”
the headline on the charter gerrymander would
have been “It’s Bullstuff;” and the Slant about
KLCC’s John Fischer bashing print would have
read that Fischer’s segment “stuffs on the notion
of print media in general.” As for the South Lane
School Board member’s expletive-laden voicemail
we quoted, we don’t bleep the news.

Hungry Thieves

Today my husband and I were sitting
at a table outside a popular food cart near
downtown Eugene. He got up to get a fork.
I looked across the table to see a scruffy
guy squirting salsa over spouse’s plate of
food. Then he picked it up and sauntered
off with my husband’s lunch!

The cart owner apologetically replaced
the food. We saw a guy at one of the Satur-
day outdoor markets casually steal a roll
from a vendor and were told that this is
just the way it is in Eugene at the outdoor
markets. We never saw anything like this
entitled attitude during our nine years
in Bend, or any of the many other places
we have lived in the US. When did theft
become normalized in Eugene?

Susan Groszkiewicz
Eugene

A River of Misery

There was a suicide this morning at the
end of North Adams Street down by the
river. Someone shot themself. Lordy, lordy.
God bless the meek, the easily imposed
upon, the submissive, sociologically
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MobileCrisis Services of Lane

County (MCS-LC)Has Launched!

Lane County Behavioral Health's New Mobile Crisis

Program is now active!

You can reach MCS-LC by calling or texting 988 or by
dialing 541-682-1001.

To learn more about Lane County

Mobile Crisis, please visit:

lanecountyor.gov/mobilecrisis

August 29, 2024 3



