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HOLVEY RECALL MISPLACED
A single labor union is trying to re-

call Rep. Paul Holvey. Don’t sign their 

petition. Holvey has a long history as 

a progressive labor and environmen-

tal leader. That’s why other unions are 

strongly opposed to the recall and are 

supporting him.

Holvey has served the Eugene com-

munity well for many years. He led 

the fi ght to eliminate fi eld burning, 

increase the minimum wage, estab-

lish family leave and address climate 

change. It’s exactly the voice we need in 

the Capitol.

Don’t be fooled by the self-interest 

of one union; a recall is a waste of tax-

payer money.

Lee Beyer

State senator, retired

Springfi eld

DONATE UNUSED ITEMS, 
DON’T ABANDON THEM

It’s the time of the year many people 

clean out garages, back yards, decks, 

etc. Oftentimes, unwanted items, found 

while cleaning, are placed on the curb or 

boulevard with a “free” sign in front of 

them. These free items are frequently 

picked up by those living on the streets. 

Perhaps they’ll use those items, or hope 

they can trade or sell them.

These items are then hauled around 

for a time, and discarded. They are dis-

carded behind buildings, in empty lots, 

the river and creeks. Eventually they pile 

up and are removed, using tax dollars.

Rather than put things out on the 

street, consider donating useful items 

to St. Vincent DePaul or Goodwill. De-

termine if they can be recycled, or or-

ganize a neighborhood dump run. Tax 

dollars need not be spent picking up 

other’s discards.

Help keep Eugene/Springfi eld clut-

ter free.

Bob Kennedy

Eugene  

Having elected offi  cials 

with more accountability 

for daily operations of 

city government would 

be nice, but that’s not 

going to happen in the 

near future.
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VIEWPOINT BY KARL EYSENBACH

The Clock Is Ticking
EUGENE’S POLICIES ON HOMELESSNESS ARE IN DANGEROUS WATERS

E
ugene Weekly’s June 15 cover story “Where’s 

the Humanity?” described how sad and ulti-

mately unjust Eugene’s policies are towards 

the homeless. Here we are, living in one of the 

most liberal cities in the country, and yet — when 

the rubber meets the road, we fi nd a city that 

ultimately creates a non-humane environment 

for those of us that have the least. As liberals, we are living a lie.

Why is this? I know that the city of Eugene is fi lled with honest 

and good people who try to do the best job they possibly can. A 

good part of the problem is the city charter, which is designed 

to neuter elected officials for the sake of management effi-

ciency. Having elected offi  cials with more 

accountability for daily operations of city 

government would be nice, but that’s not 

going to happen in the near future. For 

government structure, we have to play 

with the cards that have been dealt to us.

So instead, I’d like to appeal to our 

collective better angels. The city govern-

ment needs to rethink its positions, 

because its current regulations on camp-

ing are pretty much a joke. Are we going 

to supply every homeless person with a 

tape measure? Why are homeless camps 

prohibited 1,000 feet from a school? Are 

they that big a threat to young, impres-

sionable high school seniors?

All of this was done, supposedly, to 

legally comply with the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals decision 

Martin v. Boise. I contend that the recent policy changes have 

substantially made Eugene less legally safe, and more vulner-

able to legal challenges. 

Homeless case law today is very similar to the state of civil 

rights legislation in the late 1940s. A future Supreme Court case 

on the magnitude of Brown v. Board of Education would no doubt 

set off  legal requirements that will be more expensive to imple-

ment in the future. A locally based lawsuit could easily develop 

as well with the same results, and the byzantine nature of new 

city standards has made matters worse. For example, showing 

a city map where camping is allowed was not done. I made a joke 

about the map requirement. The city of Eugene did submit a 

map. It was of the city of Springfi eld!

Eugene needs to be motivated to rethink its positions again 

— simply because it’s in the city’s self interest to do so as quickly 

as possible. And a good deal of “legal fi reproofi ng” is not costly, 

and it’s easy to implement.

First, a city ballot measure should be put together to autho-

rize $100 million for low income and moderate income hous-

ing. While I would support this enthusiastically — even if the 

measure failed — such an action would 

demonstrate that the city was making 

a large-scale good faith eff ort to tackle 

the problem head on.

Another easy approach would be the 

establishment of daily fee campgrounds. 

At least two 30-unit facilities should be 

available both for campers and vehicles, 

complete with rules and facilities for 

short-term living. And fees could be set 

to cover all infrastructure and operating 

costs on a break-even plus basis.

Other steps that can be taken include 

obtaining federal or state money for 

converting empty commercial space into 

low income housing, SROs (single room 

occupancies), or other housing modali-

ties that are not currently available.

Increased lobbying in Salem and Washington, D.C., is neces-

sary for obtaining a more robust mix of mental health and drug/

alcohol treatment. Nationally, Oregon is ranked 49th for mental 

health, and 47th for drug/alcohol services.

Eugene is in dangerous waters. The car is going down the 

road, and the warning light is on. Clearly, the mechanic’s diktat 

operates here: You can pay me now, or you can pay me later. ■

Karl Eysenbach is a community organizer and author.


