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CONGRATS TO EW

It is now a matter of fact that the
anti-competitive monster that is Gan-
nett Co., with its voracious appetite for
smaller-town newspapers, no matter
how successful they were, has effectively
destroyed general newspaper reporting
in Oregon and elsewhere, leaving now,
beyond The Oregonian, only community
newspapers such as Eugene Weekly.

The Medford newspaper is closed,
along with the Ashland Daily Tidings.

The Oregonian details all too similar
anti-competitive acquisitions in an ar-
ticle that ran May 21.

Such acquisitions include Albertsons
of Safeway, Dave’s assuming GI Joe’s,
Cabela’s killed off by Bass Pro Shops
and, even locally, McKay’s Markets gob-
bling up community groceries such as
the more than 30-year-old Schwartz’s
Market in Walterville, leaving just Dollar
Stores in the dust of their programed
failures.

What is remarkable, actually para-
doxical, is with Gannett’s strategy to
cut-off any dissent by eliminating let-
ters to the editor, EW is literally the
singular remaining voice of free speech
certainly in the southern Willamette
Valley — and beyond.

For this perseverance, EW is to be
congratulated.

Robert D. Lowry
Eugene

CONTE WILL STOP AT
NOTHING

Climates may change, but this re-
mains constant: Some people relent-
lessly seek to consolidate power by
exploiting the vulnerability and fear of
those with less power, speaking of eq-
uity while cherishing their privileges
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and waxing poetic about justice while
dismantling protections for the disen-
franchised.

If you follow local politics, you’ve like-
ly heard of Paul Conte, the lead NIMBY
steering the crusades against more
housing and better transit in Eugene
from his Sunriver retirement castle. Dig
in deeper and you’ll see how he uses Jef-
ferson Westside Neighbors as his plat-
form, indoctrinating well-intentioned
neighbors into his right-wing agenda.
Whether he’s calling a council candidate
“awhore,” trying to prevent JWN board
candidates from speaking during their
allotted time, or doxxing those who dis-
agree with him about housing, Conte
will stop at nothing to feed his compul-
sion to control local politics.

It’s time to call reactionaries like Con-
te and his followers out for what they
are: wolves in sheeps’ clothing. They
are not part of the left; they are arch
conservatives who have abandoned our
community’s progressive values. While
they don their tie-dye t-shirts, project-
ing a facade of liberalism and civility,
they simultaneously undermine policies
critical to creating a more affordable,
welcoming, inclusive Eugene.

Together, we can check Conte and
his followers’ power. We must loudly,
whole-heartedly reject political cam-
paigns, candidates and positions that
perpetuate the disenfranchisement of
vulnerable communities with the clever
use of empty rhetoric. It is our collective
responsibility to safeguard and restore
the rights and dignity of every Eugene
resident.

Anya Dobrowolski
Jesselyn Perkins

Jacob and Matie Trewe
Eugene

oupport

2o

]ourn?z’lisnl

Supmfteugeﬂewwkbaoam

EUGENEWEEKLY.COM

SPECIALTY GROCERY

FRIENDLY ST

HUGENE - ORBGON

350%

PURCHASE OVER
S 25

SlO opL

PURCHASE OVER

S40

=] sty | | :
Entire coupon required. Limit 1 per customer.
Not valid with offers or discounts. Exp 07/31/23

-

- . : .t : é
541.683.2079
2757 FRIENDLY ST. EUGENE

W _z
SANTA CLARA

SMOKE SHOP

GLASS - RYO TOBACCO - VAPE

@F6 S0 9RO

2664 River Rd, #B
Eugene 541-654-5772

Smoke Up!

Sit With Me

Intuitive Practitioner
and Life Coach

Assisting with release of

negative life experiences.

Guiding you on a journey
of self empowerment.

www.sitwithme.info
Call/text Rich 541-600-0784

BARGAINS OF THEMONTH®

119.99

DeWALT®

20V MAX* Brushless
1/4 in. Cordless Impact
Driver Kit R 248 962 5

39.99

Lasko®
20 in. Deluxe Wind
Machine® W 730 044 1
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DeWALT®

10 pc. Screwdriver
Set R144226B4

DeWALT®

108 pc. Mechanics Tool
and Socket Set R 195264 1

Consumer responsible for taxes. While supplies last.

L US. FLAG
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Kingsford®
2 pk. 16 Ib. Original
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3 ft. x 5 ft. Cotton
Replacement U.S.
Flag 753574283
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Performance
Tool®

2 T. Trolley Jack &
Stand Combo H2482221

29.99

YOUR CHOICE

Four Seasons
Courtyard®

Sunny Isles Extra-Large
Zero Gravity Chair
T270118, 119 B3
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Eugene True Value Hardware

2825 Willamette St.
Eugene, OR 97405
541-342-5191

Sale ends 6/30/23
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Find the right products for your project at your local True Value®.
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