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A Fantastic Old Guar

ENJOY THE IMMORTAL PLEASURE OF WATCHING CHARLIZE THERON

MIX IT UP ON SCREEN

By Molly Templeton

ecently, The New York Times ran an

entire article about how enjoyable it is

towatch Charlize Theron fight. Frankly,

it wasn’tlong enough. Given how much

I like to watch Theron punch people,

I’d like to read several thousand more
ords on the subject.

Instead, I rewatched Gina Prince-Bythewood’s The
Old Guard (Netflix), in which Theron plays an immortal
warrior who, with a small team of other immortals, tries
to do some good in the world by taking out bad guys.
She has centuries of experience, but the villains have
changed over the years. Once, she fought armies. Now,
the enemy is an amoral pharmaceutical CEO who looks
at Andy (Theron) and her team and sees deathless lab
rats. (The movie is based on a comic by Greg Rucka, who
also wrote the screenplay.)

But let’s not get distracted by the plot, which does
what it needs to do in satisfying and even subtle ways.
The draw here is twofold: One, yes, is watching Theron
fight, watching her climb the walls of a tiny airplane
or flip men over her shoulders. The other is the lived-
in found-family feel of Andy’s team. The youngest,
Booker (Matthias Schoenaerts), puts whiskey in his
tea and mourns the loss of his sons, a mere 200 years
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ago. Joe (Marwan Kenzari) and Nicky (Luca Marinelli)
found each other in the Crusades, when they fought on
opposite sides; they’ve been a couple ever since they
stopped fighting.

Deftly, lovingly, Rucka’s screenplay establishes how
much history these four have: They tease and praise each
other, switching effortlessly between languages, fighting
like an eight-armed single being. Prince-Bythewood can
suggest entire lifetimes with close-ups of Theron’s face,
where all her years of love, exhaustion, trust and gratitude
show plainly in every expression. When a new immortal
appears, Andy’s response is mixed. She wants to bring
young, scared Nile (KiKi Layne) into the fold. But she
knows what a burden immortality is.

This weight — the weight of centuries — fuels The
Old Guard. In Andy and Booker, the years feel real, and
heavy, and hard. And lonely. They’ve lost people; halftheir
stories are about lost family, whether blood or chosen.
But they can still be surprised. When Nile’s anger and
fear boil up and she throws herself
into a fight with Andy, Theron’s face
is stoic, tired — until it’s not. Until it
lights up with surprise, with delight at
what this new member of her family
is already capable of.

Responsibility and love exist here
in careful balance. Joe and Nicky’s
love balances Booker’s overwhelming
grief; Andy’s sense of purpose, which
only grows stronger throughout the
film, is a counterweight to the wry
practicality with which she approaches
immortality. She has no answers for
Nile’s most basic questions: there is
no “why.” There’s only “what”: What
will you do with your time? Does it
matter if you don’t know how much of it there is?

The Old Guard can be a little on the nose sometimes,
especially inits music choices. When it finally gets around
to a sequence of the whole gang fighting together, I
desperately wished for more of that; the choreography is
stellar character work. Joe and Nicky need more story (if
only this were a series, and we could have whole episodes
ofthem!). But there’s so much more to like than to correct.
Action films often veer from heroics to hate, with little
room for nuance and little time for forgiveness. The Old
Guard makes that space. Sure, when you’re immortal,
you have more time to learn from your mistakes. But
it’s a thing all of us need the time and the grace to do.m
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EUGENE SEX ADDICTS ANONYMOUS
Helpline Recording (541-342-5582). For
meetings & information: www.eugene-saa.
org

HAS MARIJUANA STOPPED BEING FUN?
Contact the Out Of The Fog meeting of
Marijuana Anonymous - (541) 5656-0877.

Lost & Found

FOUND CHAINSAW. Final claim date
8/29/2020. Write letter to Billy Dahmen,
671 Startouch Drive, Eugene, OR 97405. Or
email at surveydahmen@gmail.com. No
drop by visitors. Provide contact informa-
tion (name, phone, address) plus make,
model and bar size of chainsaw to claim.
Date of loss would also be helpful if more
than one person claims it

Pets

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Open 7 days a
week from 1lam-6pm . 88530 Green Hill
Rd 541-689-1503  green-hill.org See
our Pet of the Week!

Garage Sales

GINORMOUS ESTATE SALE 8/14 & 8/159t0 3
Vintage, new & gently used  LOW PRICES
47371 W 2nd St Oakridge Or 541-782-3465
Follow green signs FACE MASKS REQUIRED

EUGENEWEEKLY.COM

HOME IMPROVEMENT DRY ROT painting/
handyman A-Z repairs. low cost free esti-
mate. Matthew (541)221-0420

RETIRED HANDYMAN: With Young Muscle
& Good Helpers. Moss Removal/ Yard
Cleanup/ Moving/ Hauling- Starting at
$25 per hour w/ 3 hour min.GUTTER
CLEANING SPECIAL: 1 Story $120/ 2 Story
$145 . We also build fences—$2275 for 80
feet length of 6 ft tall Cedar Fencing -
includes labor and materials. House
Driveway/sidewalk spray w/ disinfection
$326. We can help with garden soil tilling.
Senior discounts. Bill: 541-232-3753, NO
TEXTS. Lic. 55664. We come to all areas!
Why call us? Because- we are the best
Satisfaction guaranteed, or no charge.

Attorney/Legal

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation.
Includes children, custody, support, prop-
erty and bills division. No court appear-
ances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks possible.
503-772-5295. www.paralegalalterna-
tives.com legalalt@msn.com

MARTINEZ LAW OFFICE. Offering legal ser-
vices related to divorce, custody matters,
protective orders and landlord-tenant
issues. Reasonable rates and payment
plans available. Available at (541) 632-
3628 or attnymim@gmail.com

AUTOS

Cars

WANTED - 97-02 Ford Escort or Merc
Tracer. Any condition, 541-290-0071
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tive ¢fo Robert Cole Tozer, Attorney at
Law, 975 Oak St., Suite 615, Eugene, OR
97401, (541) 345-0795, within four
months of the date of first publication of
this notice, or the claims may be barred.
All persons whose rights may be affected
by the proceedings may obtain additional
information from the records of the court,
the personal representative, or the per-
sonal representative’s attorney, Robert
Cole Tozer. DATED and first published
August 13th, 2020. Personal
Representative /s/ Marlene C. Cainer

NOTICE TO INTERESTED PERSONS Claims
against the Estate of Erik Woodley
Rasmussen, Deceased, Lane County
Circuit Court Case No. 20PB04985, are
required to be presented to the Personal
Representative, Christian P. Rasmussen,
at 440 East Broadway, Suite 300, Eugene,
Oregon 97401, within four (4) months from
08/06/20, the date of first publication of
this notice, or such claims may be barred.
Any person whose rights may be affected
by the proceeding may obtain additional
information from the records of the court,
the Personal Representative, or the attor-
neys for the Personal Representative.
GAYDOS, CHURNSIDE & BALTHROP, PC.,
Attorneys for Personal Representative
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