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Celebrate Peace
EUGENE’S NOBEL PEACE PARK PROMOTES GOOD IN THE WORLD

H
ark! Now is the time to 

visit the Nobel Peace Park 

in Eugene. It is the first 

park in the United States 

to honor as a group the 24 

American winners of the 

Nobel Peace Prize. These 

distinguished individuals have ended wars, 

prevented others, saved millions of lives and 

billions of dollars. Their ranks include four 

presidents, three women, many diplomats 

and three African Americans.

Visit the Nobel Peace Park to learn about 

their remarkable efforts in a serene and tran-

quil setting.

Notable Americans include Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr., Presidents Barack Obama, 

Jimmy Carter, Woodrow Wilson (who found-

ed the League of Nations, which was succeed-

ed by the United Nations), Theodore Roosevelt (who 

moderated a peace treaty ending the Russo-Japanese 

War) and Vice President Al Gore (for his efforts to warn 

about the threats of human-caused climate change). 

Social worker Jody Williams authored and, via her 

home computer, promoted a treaty banning land-

mines, which 160 nations have signed. Through his 

literary works and speeches about the Holocaust, Elie 

Wiesel taught why we must remember it. Af-

ter World War II Ralph Bunche negotiated an 

Israel-Palestine agreement despite the two 

sides’ refusal to meet face-to-face.

The Nobel Peace Park was founded by the 

Nobel Peace Laureate Project — including Or-

egon resident and Honorary Chairman Claes 

Nobel, great-grand nephew of Alfred Nobel 

— to promote peace for future generations by 

honoring and inspiring peacemakers.

The Eugene City Parks and Open Spaces 

designated a two-acre site in the north end 

of Alton Baker Park near the DeFazio Bridge 

for the park, which is easily accessed by walk-

ing, biking and automobile. Visitors will find 

informative plaques spaced along a pleasant 

walled walkway in a garden setting. ■

The Nobel Peace Laureate Project sponsors a Fam-

ily Peace Day 9 am-2 pm Aug. 17 at the park in 

the summer and grants an “Inspirer of Peace 

Award” to deserving local community members.  

The Nobel Peace Park is within Alton Baker Park (adjacent to the DeFazio 

Bridge at 100 Day Island Road in Eugene.) The existence and mainte-

nance of the Peace Park depends on private donations. Learn more about 

The Nobel Peace Laureate Project and how to support its mission of peace 

at nobelpeacelaureates.org or email us at info@nobelpeacelaureates.org.
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n late October 1940, Leonard was born prema-

turely, weighing two pounds. He was carried 

home in a shoebox, named for his uncle, and 

not expected to survive. But he persisted!

Manuel Molina Siqueiro and Lina Delgado Siqueiro 

raised their large family in a small home in East Los 

Angeles. Their eight children were Dolores, Tommy, 

Jenny, Anita, Manuel, Leonard, Linda, and Mercy.   
Their father was killed in a construction accident 

when Leonard was twelve. Leonard hung out with 

an unthreatening “gang” called the Early Timers. 

He married the girl next door, Cecelia Peinado, 

who told him she wouldn’t marry him unless he 

graduated from Garfield High. So he did.

Leonard and Cecelia’s firstborn was Steven, then 
came Suzanne, and finally son Martin. Leonard was 
a tireless and creative landscaper, and recounted 

lively parties beneath the canopy of their huge 

willow, strung with tiny lights.

Leonard was a meticulous worker, who began on 

assembly lines and soon worked up to positions of 

quality control. His employers included Max Factor, 

Beckman Instruments, and United Pipe.

His marriage of 17 years ended in divorce, but 

Leonard maintained contact with his children. 

When Marty was about 10 years old, he called 

Leonard; “I’m moving in with you, Dad.” Cecelia 

agreed, and Leonard decided that he would not 

raise this boy in Los Angeles. He had traveled 

through Oregon, remembered its greenery and 

freshness. So Leonard and Marty moved to Eugene 

in the early 80s, knowing no one and looking for 

work.

Leonard found a position with Spectra-Physics 

in Eugene, again on the assembly line and 

soon doing quality control. He found Eugene 

welcoming, and as a single father with a cute 

young son, was showered with attention from the 

social services workers. Tragically, Marty was killed 

in a traffic accident in Eugene when he was only 
19 years old.

The evening of Eugene’s First Friday Art Walk in 

September 1991, Leonard met John Reynolds. 

They became friends and soon realized they would 

rather live together than separately. John called 

him “Len” and they found many friends among the 

Eugene Men’s Forum social group.

Len’s landscaping skills transformed John’s back 

yard of neglected ivy and periwinkle. He enlarged 

a small fishpond, and rooted out the ground cover. 
They had an arbor constructed and enlarged the 

wood deck. Now the peaceful and lush garden is a 

lasting tribute to Len’s skill and perseverance.

Len assisted John’s years of architectural research 

on Hispanic courtyards during several trips to 

Spain and Mexico. They would seek out promising 

examples, introduce themselves, and with Len’s 

barrio Spanish and John’s book Spanish, succeed in 

making physical measurements as well as placing 

temperature and light sensors in key places. Len 

heard their stories while John photographed.  

John’s subsequent book Courtyards; Aesthetic, 

Social, and Thermal Delight is dedicated “For Len, 

With Many Thanks.” Len and John also traveled to 

Italy and Peru.

Len was famous for his frequent calls to his mother, 

sisters, and brothers. He visited Los Angeles often, 

sometimes with John, and tried to get some of 

his family to visit Oregon. Although Len did 

not attend a Catholic church, he prayed 

each night. Len loved his cigarettes 

and his beer, but they did NOT 

love him. After a stay at RiverBend 

he came home to a host of new 

medicines and a need for oxygen. 

On his second night home, Len 

died in his sleep. He received his 

Final Blessing about midnight on 

June 15, Father’s Day eve. A group 

of friends and family celebrated 

Len’s life in his garden, a week later.

The many expressions of sympathy 

that John received told of Len’s 

kindness, ready smile, positive outlook 

about people, friendliness. Utterly unselfish, 
he was simply a lovely man.

Survivors include his former wife Cecelia Grimaldo, 

son Steven Siqueiro and his partner Ernie 

Carrasco, daughter Suzanne 

Siqueiro Chaffin and her 
son Joshua, daughter 

Brittney and 

daughter Breanne.  

Of Len’s siblings, 

only Mercy and Manuel “Kiki” remain and 

remember him well. A multitude of nephews 

and nieces remember their Uncle Leonard. Len’s 

faithful partner John, and John’s family remember 

him fondly.

Leonard Delgado Molina “Len” Siqueiro
1940-2019
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