The River Keeper

OKKERVIL RIVER LOOKS BACK WHILE MOVING FORWARD

By Will Kennedy

PHOTO BY SHERVIN LAINEZ

rom the outside, the creative process
seems so mysterious and alchemical. We
want in on it, to take nip off that bottle,
to be there in the moment when these

works come into the world — works that
add so much comfort and order to an
otherwise chaotic existence.
How do songwriters do what they do? We want to
know, so sometimes I ask.
Will Sheff declines to comment. In fact, he refuses.
“That’s a sacred process,” he tells me over the
phone. “Writing a song could be highly organized or

banally businesslike. Or it could be like David Bowie
cutting up pieces of newspaper and throwing them
on the floor while high on cocaine. It’s bad to assume
there’s only one way to write a song.”

Since the late ’90s, Sheff has been the primary
creative force behind Okkervil River, playing smart
and wordy indie pop that fits Austin’s non-conformist
reputation without following the map toward
everything Austin is today — outliers in a town that set
the tone for outliers becoming insiders.

Sometimes more informed by Roxy Music or Bowie
than any kind of Austin sound, Okkervil River plays

thesaurus-pop along the lines of The Decemberists,
delivered in Sheff’s vulnerable yet somehow crooning
tenor.

From 2018’s In the Rainbow Rain, the song “Famous
Tracheotomies” tells the story of Sheff’s health issues as
a boy, paralleling his own tracheotomy with other artists
who had something similar happen to them, including
Ray Davies of The Kinks. Near the end of the song, Sheff
makes the interesting choice to overlay the musical theme
of The Kinks-tune “Waterloo Sunset,” a song inspired by
Davies’ hospital stay following his own surgery.

The well-known melancholy tune sparkles at the
edge of consciousness, exactly the kind of texture Sheff
adds to his music, making it heady and conceptual
while also remaining strikingly personal.

Now, Sheff and Okkervil River are out on the road
promoting A Dream in the Dark: Two Decades of
Okkervil River Live, a sort of album-of-the-month mail
order program that gets you 12 digital albums culled
from Okkervil River’s extensive archive of live material.

In addition, they come back through Eugene on the
Rarities and Requests 2019 tour, for which Okkervil
fans could submit set-list requests online. The
submission period ended in late May.

“I always archived everything,” Sheff explains. “I’'ve
always been pretty obsessive about collecting my life.”

Putting together this series of live albums allowed
Sheff to take his back catalog of live material and make
something new from it.

“Brush it up, sculpt it and make art out of it,” he
says. In doing so, Sheff noticed how much some of these
songs changed after being played night after night.

“I was playing the songs completely differently by
the end of the tour,” he says. “This was a way to take
certain albums and, without ‘George Lucas-ing’ them,
say, ‘Here’s another take on the same song.””

Okkervil River plays 7 pm Sunday, June 23, at Sessions Music Lounge;
$18 advance, $22 door, 21-plus.
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Announcements

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

EUGENE SEX ADDICTS ANONYMOUS
Helpline Recording (541-342-5682). For
meetings & information: www.eugene-saa.
com

HAS SMOKING POT STOPPED BEING FUN?
Out Of the Fog Marijuana Anonymous
group meets every Wednesday at 7:30 in
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, 18th & Pearl.
Hope for marijuana addicts. Helpline #
(541) 653-7707.

Mise.

AFFORDABLE CBD 500mg in 30ml
Tincture, NO THC!ILOCAL Eugene Certified
Processor. ONLY $38. Email: CBDEugene@
Gmail.com

Pets

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Open Fr-Tu 11a-6p,
closed We/Th. 88530 Green Hill Rd 541-
689-1503 and 1st Avenue Shelter open
Tu-Fr 10a-6p & Sa 10a-5:30p, closed Su/
Mo. 3970 W. 1st Ave 541-844-17T7. green-
hill.org See our Pet of the Week!

CARRY ON TRAILER IN COBURG IS HIRING!
This world class utility trailer manufactur-
er is looking for entry level assembly, fork-
lift, welding, and painting positions.
Training is provided. It's a fast paced team
oriented work environment. You'll work
and learn valuable skills. Benefits include
good pay, medical, dental, 401k with
employer contributions and paid time off.
Drug screens are mandatory. We are cur-
rently offering a $300 retention bonus to
any new employee in good standing that
works over 90 days. Apply in person at
Carry On Trailers 91218 North Coburg
Industrial Way Building 13. Carry On
Trailers is an equal opportunity employer

TWO PART TIME POSITIONS NOW AVAIL-
ABLE IN A LOCALLY OWNED DENTAL
OFFICE: Office Manager-approx. 20 hours/
week, Dental Assistant- 20-30 hours/
week. At South Eugene Dental we offer
flexible hours and an excellent office cul-
ture. PLEASE SEND A COVER LETTER AND
RESUME TO: EUGENEDENTALJOB@GMAIL.
com

LOOKING FOR A P/T WORKER (20 HOURS
PER WEEK) w/ experience in landscaping/
painting/basic handyman skills. Must
have a truck. Call anytime: 232-3753

Business Opportunities

EUGENE SATURDAY MARKET IS RECRUIT-
ING A FOOD BOOTH! We are looking for a
new business that offers quality food, pre-
sentation, originality, and experience. To
apply go to eugenesaturdaymarket.org.
DEADLINE TO APPLY IS JULY 19TH.
QUESTIONS? CALL 541-686-8885.

Wellness

BIANCA'S ESTHETICS - Opening special:
10-40% off facials, skincare and wellness
treatments! Visit www.biancasesthetics.
com for more info. 541.912.4887 text/voice

NEED BIRTH CONTROL? AN ANNUAL
WELLNESS EXAM? STI TESTING AND
TREATMENT? Planned Parenthood of
Southwestern Oregon accepts Insurance,
Medicaid (OHP) and self-paying patients.
ALL ARE WELCOME HERE! Make an
appointment online today at ppsworegon.
org or call 800-230-PLAN

HOME SERVICES

Appliance Service

FREE RECYCLING, FREE REMOVAL
Appliances, AC units, computers, batter-
ies, metal, mowers, bottles/cans. Tom 541-
653-4475.

Hauling

THE RECYCLERS SINCE 1989 Jim Calhoun
541.953.6675 Gus Ramirez 541.514.4283
STORM CLEANUPS! Dump Runs, Hot Tubs,
Chainsaw Work, General Labor, etc. Metal/
Vehicle Recycling. CHECK OUT OUR
REVIEWS ONLINE! Bonded & Insured. Yard
Debris Recycled at: Lane Forest Products

Windows

WINDOW CLEANING . Smudges
Window Cleaning Co est 2001 residential
& commercial 541-914-0766 text/voice

Yard & Garden

YARD MAINTENANCE: $25 PER HOUR. (Most
lawns 1 hour minimum) GARY: (541) 461-
0598

Home Services

HOME IMPROVEMENT HANDYMAN :
Exterior painting specialist. Dry rot, siding
repairs, plumbing, electrical and more.
Low Cost, Matthew (541) 221- 0420.

RETIRED HANDYMAN: With Young Muscle
& Good Helpers. Moss Removal/ Yard
Cleanup/ Moving/ Hauling- $15-$25/hr
GUTTER CLEANING SPECIAL: 1 Story $90/
2 Story $135 . Senior discounts. Bill:
541-232-3753, NO TEXTS. Lic. 5564. We
come to all areas! WHY CALL US?
BECAUSE- WE ARE THE BEST Satisfaction
guaranteed, or no charge.

Attorney/Legal

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation.
Includes children, custody, support, prop-
erty and bills division. No court appear-
ances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks possible.
503-772-5295. www.paralegalalterna-
tives.com legalalt@msn.com

Cannabis

CBD WHOLESALE OPPORTUNITIES 500mg
in 30ml Tincture, NO THC!LOCAL Eugene
Certified Processor. ONLY $38. Email:
CBDEugene@Gmail.com

RENTALS

Rooms for Rent

SINGLE FEMALE SEEKS SHARED HOUSING/
SHARED RENT. Pref another female, with
one level home,N. Eugene/ Junction Gity
area- near a bus line- but open to the right
situation. Call for details. Karen- (541)
650-2513 (| am looking for someone who
has a home and is looking for a house-
mate- | DO NOT have a place for rent)

AUTOS

Cars

CASH FOR JUNK VEHICLES. Farm & metal,
etc. No title-Not running. Pay $$$ Cash.
541-517-6528

LEGAL NOTICES

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF
OREGON FOR LANE COUNTY IN THE
MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF JEANETTE
DARLENE MATHIS, Deceased. Case No.
19PBO408ONOTICE TO INTERESTED
PERSONS Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned has been appointed and has
qualified as the personal representative of
the estate. All persons having claims

Planned
Parenthood’
Cal W

D4 JunNE 20, 2010

IT'S NOT GOODBYE!

S Your relationship with Planned
| Parenthood does not have to end
at graduation or with a new job.

Planned Parenthood

is your lifetime
health partner.

Care.

25% OFF
HARNESSES

& ACCESSORIES

50% OFF CANDY
25% OFF PIPES

No matter what.

Make your appointment today!

ppsworegon.org | 541-344-9411

Sree Gift with FUN FACTORY PURCHASE
Adult Shop

290 River Rd | 86784 Franklin Blvd | 720 Garfield

e-adultshop.com - 541.636.3203 GG
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