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SAMPLE THE MANY MUSICAL MOODS
OF MOOD AREA 52 IN THE BAND’S NEW ALBUM

By Will Kennedy

ichael Roderick is feeling modest. “I’m not ambitious to a flaw,”
he says, despite the fact his band Mood Area 52 has released
eight studio albums, the latest of which, Find Some Kind of
Light, comes out June 8, as well as participating in off-beat
projects like playing a live soundtrack to screenings of the silent
film classic Nosferatu.

In October, Mood Area 52 and Ballet Fantastique will
collaborate on an Edgar Allan Poe-themed production. With this in mind, I tell
Roderick I think he’s selling himself short.

“I’'m not house-proud about it,” he says, considering his body of work. “I don’t
know that anything I do creatively is necessarily good. It’s hard to assess yourself.”

He will admit, though, he’s happy with the group of songs that made it onto this
latest record, calling it different than anything Mood Area 52’s done in the past. Most
of all, he wanted the music on the new record to put alittle light into the world.

“I wanted to challenge myself to write songs that were positive,” he says — non-
cynical and problem-solving songs, but not formulaic.

Since the late ’90s, Mood Area 52 has played everything from Balkan music, tango
and hot jazz to sandy Americana, a style maybe best described as Balkan-i-ana or
perhaps border music, as if Texas magically shared a border with Eastern Europe.

Roderick grew up in Boise, Idaho, listening to punk. Some of the crowd he ran with
as aboy went on to be in bands such as Treepeople and Built to Spill. It wasn’t until he
came to Eugene for college that he discovered the music of Astor Piazzolla.

“I'would just obsessively listen,” he remembers.

Roderick liked how Piazzolla took jazz and classical theory and merged it with
traditional tango. “Really interesting stuff,” he says. Inspired by Piazzolla, Roderick
began playing drums and accordion in addition to writing songs on the guitar.

Some Kind of Light surveys the different styles Mood Area 52 is known for, despite
leaning alittle harder on the Americana, from the Uncle Tupelo-esque album opener
“Sugar Cubes” to “Vegan Steakhouse Rag” and even alittle gypsy jazz with “Gernika.”

Tango surfaces on the instrumental waltz “Sushito” before the song hits a double-
time klezmer-style last bit. Throughout, Roderick’s tired, burnished-leather tenor
sings lines like “The stores are all closed/ I’'m drinking red wine from the coffee pot.”

Looking back, Roderick says he appreciates that he’s been able to make music
with close friends and to have an ever-changing creative outlet.

“I'don’t think I’'m going to conquer the music world,” he says. His goal instead is to
simply keep music alive in his life “on lots of different levels.”

Mood Area 52 celebrates the release of Find Some Kind of Light along with Baroque Betty 9:30 pm
Saturday, June 8, at Sam Bond’s; $6, 21-plus.
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NOW A COSMETIC SPA
JUST FOR MEN

“Bring Out The Looks

That Kill!”
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If You've Thought
About...

e Coolsculpting
Freezes excess fat & sculpts
your body.

e Emsculpt
Contour your physique.

e MiraDry®

Eliminate sweat & odor.

e Laser Hair Removal
Remove unwanted hair.

¢ Platelet Rich Plasma

Therapy
Get your hair back!

¢ Tattoo Removal
Eliminate tattoo regret.

e BOTOX® (brotox)
Reduce wrinkles, deep
creases.

Call 541-687-8900
For A FREE Consultation

(All consultations are private
and confidential)
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AESTHETIC PLASTIC SURGERY « THE GUY SIDE

244 Country Club Rd Suite C
Eugene, OR 97401

DrLeeBDaniel.com

Discover FANTASTIC SAVINGS in our

CLEARANCE
CENTER

Get designer looks for less in our Clearance Center.
Save on our ever-changing selection of closeout &
one-of-a-kind home furnishings & accessories!
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FURNITURE & MATTRESS
155 DIVISION AVE - 541.484.1962 - EDGEWATERFURNITURE.COM
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UPCOMING SHOWS

THURSDAY 6/6 - 6:30PM
FISHERMAN'S MARKET CAJUN CRAB BOIL

FRIDAY 6/7 - 8PM 21+
FRESH TRACK & FAR OUT WEST

FRIDAY 6/21 - 8PM - 21+
ZION I & EQUIPTO W/ VACAB SLICK

2 3 LINCOLN ST

EUGENE OR

COMMUNITY SPACE AND TASTING ROOM

Market

Now Featuring

Middle Eastern Food
& Vegetarian Items

Including Vegetarian Seafood,
Meat Substitutes & Snacks

Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products,
deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices,
produce, housewares, and more.
Sushi & Asian deli take-out

‘Woodfield Station
SHOPPING CENTER

29TH AVENUE
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Sunrise
www.sunriseasianfood.com

M-Th 9am-7pmeF 9am-8pmeSa 9am-7pmeSu 10am-6pm
70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene * 541-343-3295

JuNE 6, 2019 A




